Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

January 10, 2007


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, January 10, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Acting Vice-Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 10 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Acting Vice-Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor





Ewald Petersen, Supervisor (Present in Audience)

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Clerk Hayes read the letter of resignation from Chairman, Ewald Petersen effective January 1, 2007.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to accept Ewald Petersen’s letter of resignation from the Big Lake Town Board of Supervisors. Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.

Acting Vice-Chairman Sanford read Supervisor Alfords letter of recommendation that Michael Hayes be appointed to fill vacated Supervisor Seat #3 formerly held by Ewald Petersen.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to appoint Michael Hayes to fill vacated seat #3.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.

The Certificate of Appointment to Fill a Town Supervisor Vacancy was presented by Clerk Hayes.  Michael Hayes took the Official Oath of Office.

Supervisor Quinn motioned to appoint Supervisor Sanford as Chairman of the Town Board.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The Corporate Authorization Resolution’s for the signing of checks, drafts or other withdrawal orders at KleinBank, Riverview Community Bank and First National Bank of Elk River 
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were approved with Chairman Sanford, Vice-Chairman Alfords, Treasurer Warneke and Clerk Hayes listed as the Township’s signing officials.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 12-13-06.  b) Approve List of Claims & Payroll.  c) Approve Park Commission Representation Compensation.  Sherburne County to pay $30. per Park Commission By-Laws.  Big Lake Township to pay remaining $45. of meeting rate.  d) Approve Attendance of Board and Staff to M.A.T. Sponsored Meetings for 2007.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

Dave Kuenstler, Executive Officer of the Becker-Big Lake Ice Association appeared before the Big Lake Town Board to present information regarding the association’s efforts to construct an ice arena in the Big Lake/Becker area.  Possible sites include the County Fair Grounds site in Becker, a 5-acre site in the Marketplace Development or a parcel of property currently owned by the City of Big Lake near County Road 17(200th Street) and State Highway 25.  Mr. Kuenstler advised that the Ice Association has been in place for 9 months and has 14 members.  They meet the 1st Monday of each month at the Big Lake Legion.  They operate a pull-tab booth at the Victory Sports Grill & Bar as part of their efforts to raise funds for construction of an arena.  They have given their presentation to the City of Big Lake and the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners.  They are seeking the support of local officials for their project.  Mr. Kuenstler noted that there is a lack of participation within the association because of the distance to travel to and the expense to use an ice arena in other towns.  The estimated cost to build the ice arena is $3.5 to $4 million.  The association estimates that it will lose money during its first two years of arena operation and will not begin to see a profit until year 5.  Supervisor Sanford inquired what the association is looking for financially from the Township, noting that schools tend to drive arena construction projects.  He further noted that Big Lake Township has three schools within its boundaries.

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) RICK HEURING – PRELIMINARY/FINAL PLAT APPROVAL – Rick Heuring appeared before the Big Lake Town Board to present the Preliminary/Final Plat of “Zebulon Crossing”.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Preliminary and Final Simple Plat of “Zebulon Crossing” with the following conditions; and, to allow the Clerk and Chairman to sign the final plat.     

Conditions to be met:   
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a)
The Public Works Department will require the following:



1)
If and when approved, direct access for the parcel to CH 35 will be granted by Access Permit as a “temporary access”.  The proposed facility can maintain this direct access to CH 35 for the lifetime of the facility, as long as it operates under its current proposed use indicated on the Plat Plan dated 8/30/06.  The access shall be constructed at or near the north boundary of the property.



2)
For record purposes the proposed traffic to/from the site shall not exceed 10 trips per day  (an exception to this would be under an emergency situation) 

3)
In lieu of an easement that provides “permanent access” for the parcel, the Hwy Dept will require a covenant or restriction that obligates the remnant or parent parcel to provide future access to a future interior street when it subdivides.  The covenant must be recorded at the same time as the plat.

b)

The fence located within the CH 35 right of way must be removed.


c)
Park fees shall be paid for one lot for $800. 


d)  
Developer shall enter into a Developer’s Agreement with the County 




Attorney’s office.


e)  
Developer has one year to record the plat per Section 4, subdivision 3 of the Subdivision Ordinance.

Supervisor Quinn seconded to the motion.  All present voted in favor. The motion carried.

b) MICHAEL MCGUIGGAN – VARIANCE REQUESTS –Michael McGuiggan appeared before the Board to request a 47.47’ variance in setback from Birch Lake to construct a new residence.  Required setback from a recreational development lake is 100’.  The residence would be 52.53’ from the lake.  and, to request a 21’ variance in setback from the right of way 159th Street NW to construct new residence.  Required setback from the right of way is 67’.  The residence would be 46’ from the road right of way.  It was noted that Big Lake Township requires a utility excavation permit be obtained from the Township for any excavation that occurs in the Township Road Right of way. The Board further requested that an “as-built” be provided to the Township documenting the placement of water/sewer lines under any Township Road Right of Way or Road infrastructure.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to recommend approval of both variance requests based on the hardship caused by the setback requirements and the restrictions it dictates.  Supervisor Hayes seconded to the motion.  All present voted in favor. The motion carried. 

c) COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS – The Board reviewed proposed committee appointments to fill positions formerly held by Ewald Petersen.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the appointment of Supervisor Leslie to the EDA and the EDA Expansion Committee, Supervisor Quinn as the library representative and the Public Safety & Sheriff’s liaison, Supervisor Hayes to the Fire Board and Finance Committee and as alternate to the Planning Advisory Commission, Supervisor Sanford to the NCDA (Northstar) and alternate representative to the EDA Expansion Committee; and, to utilize 
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the district weed inspector or direct weed report issues to the road committee and to grant the Chairman the authority to initiate communication with the Township Attorney if he deems necessary.  Supervisor Leslie seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor.  The motion carried.

d) KENNEDY & GRAVEN LETTER RE: CABLE FRANCHISE CHANGES/POLICY GOVERNING COMPETITIVE CABLE FRANCHISING – Attorney, Robert Vose of Kennedy & Graven has advised the Township of new rules adopted by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) on December 20, 2006.  Attorney Vose noted that the FCC’s rules will apparently not preempt state laws, but the impact on franchising is uncertain.  Therefore, Attorney Vose has drafted a Competitive Franchising Policy that the Township can adopt. This policy will govern any new franchise applications the Township may receive.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to adopt the Policy Governing Competitive Cable Franchising.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

e) OTHER – UPDATES – MEETINGS – 

-Clerk Hayes noted the Sherburne County Association of Townships Meeting will be held Wednesday, January 17 at 7:30 p.m. at the Palmer Town Hall.

-Clerk Hayes noted the Joint Meeting of the Big Lake City, Township, County & ISD 727 will be held Wednesday, January 11 at 7:00 p.m. at the Big Lake City Council Chambers.

-The City of Elk River will be holding an energy expo on Saturday, April 21, 2007.  A bus tour of the Landfill gas-to-electric facility, the Refuse Derived Fuel Plant and the Great River Energy Plant will be part of the activities.  Anyone interested in taking the tour should let Clerk Hayes know for purposes of making a reservation.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Riverside II Residents Meeting -  Eleven residents of Riverside II along a portion of 151st Street attended the residents meeting on January 4, 2007.  The purpose of the meeting was to present information from the completed field investigation that was necessary to determine the amount of excavation to ditches and drainage areas needed to eliminate or greatly reduce the surface flooding in Riverside II Addition.  It was noted that the plan addresses surface flooding only, not groundwater levels.  During the meeting residents noted that they saw the surface water flooding worsen following MNDoT construction of the County Road 14/15 overpass at TH10.  Residents at the meeting requested that the Township review the MNDoT drainage plan and hold a second meeting with them to discuss the information and the Township Engineer’s conclusion.  There was brief discussion on January 4 regarding improving drainage if or when the Beck farm property is developed.  The residents attending the meeting were not in favor of excavating the ditches and being assessed for the improvement.      
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2.  Other-Updates-Meetings – Treasurer Warneke advised that a utility excavation permit application has been received from the City of Elk River for placement of 2 underground electrical 3-phase 7200-volt feeders from the Great River Energy Substation located on Zebulon Street, Big Lake Township.  The lines will be placed under the road surface on the west side of Zebulon Street and will continue south under the rail tracks and 192nd Avenue and along the west side of 144th Street to 190th Avenue.  The purpose of placing the lines under the pavement is for public safety.  The Town Engineer and Road Committee recommended approval of this plan after meeting with the Elk River Utilities Personnel.

-Treasurer Warneke noted there were not a lot of snowplow complaints.  There has been some scraping and ice control put down at intersections and slippery areas.

-Township Engineer, Terry Herman has been working with Sherburne County regarding access questions for Nordic Land/Minnesota Limited on State Highway 25.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Rule Changes to Mississippi River Scenic & Recreational River Ordinance – The Big Lake Town Board reviewed a comment letter to the DNR prepared by the Clerk’s Office dated January 10, 2007 regarding the proposed rule changes to the Mississippi River Scenic & Recreational River Ordinance.  Chairman Sanford motioned to approve the letter as presented.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.    

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke advised that the year-end has not been closed; therefore tonight’s reports are not in the usual format.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the preliminary cash balance statement for fiscal year 2006 totaling $2,463,707.19.  There were a total of 36 claims for January 2007 in the amount of $65,407.10 leaving an approximate Cash Balance of $2,398,300.19.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Supervisor Leslie presented an update on the Park Dedication Fund Activity.  He advised that the Park Committee will be making a presentation to the County Commissioners on February 7, 2007 at 10:00 a.m.

Supervisor Sanford reviewed statistical information regarding the number of buildable lots approved in 2005 and 2006 in Big Lake Township and the number of lots still available in addition to the number of lots that have not been recorded.  This information will be made available at the City, Township, County and ISD# 727 meeting for the benefit of ISD# 727.
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-Commissioner Ewald Petersen presented an overview of the County Board of Commissioner’s Activities at the beginning of 2007.  He noted that he will be taking the 

place of Terry Nagorski on all but one of the committees he previously served on which is the “Oak Savannah”.  This will be part of the Park Commissions responsibilities now.  He will serve as the County Representative for the NCDA (Northstar) and the County Solid Waste Committee.  

-Commissioner Petersen noted that the County objects to the City of Big Lake’s Extraterritorial Plan.

-Commissioner Petersen advised that he is trying to get 229th Avenue onto the County’s Transportation Plan as a Township road.  He noted that by 2025 any type of traffic relief road will probably carry up to 4500 cars per day.  

-Commissioner Petersen noted that the County is negotiating with United Health to construct an 85,000 sq. ft. data center.  The under ground lines mentioned above in the Town Roads Paragraph two will service this site.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Leslie to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
