Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

January 11, 2006


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, January 11, 2006, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 8 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor

Chairman Petersen noted that Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk was not present in the audience.

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 12-14-05.  b) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received for the month of January 2006, claims paid December 28, 2005; and, the release of escrow funds to Steve Pearson for Meadowlands III in the amount of $2,172.00 and Buckshot Hollow in the amount of $27,500.  c) Approve Attendance of Board and Staff to M.A.T. Sponsored Meetings in 2006.  d) John Oliver & Assoc. 2006 Township project hourly rate increase from $85. to $90. e) Call the Sherburne County Association of Township Meeting January 18, 2006 at 7:30 p.m. at the Palmer Town Hall.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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OPEN FORUM

Scott Schmidt appeared before the Board on behalf of Dale Kipp regarding Dale Kipp’s 3’ variance request to build in Birch Lake Beach.  This request was heard by the Sherburne County Board of Adjustment in October 2005 and was tabled to the January 12, 2006 meeting.  Scott Schmidt advised that he was appearing before the Board to ask that a Town Board member attend this meeting in support of the variance request.  Chairman Petersen advised that he has talked with Sherburne County Zoning Administrator, Nancy Riddle regarding this request.  She has advised that she would like members of the Board of Adjustment to go out to the site and review the area and building situation.  The Township has recommended approval of the 3’ variance request and has submitted this recommendation to the County Planning and Zoning Office to be taken under advisement by the Board of Adjustment.   

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

A.  Dean and Debra Moores/Simple Plat Review-Griffey Acres – Dean and Debra Moores appeared before the Board to request approval of the simple plat of Griffey Acres, consisting of 2 lots on 12.62 acres.  Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that the lowest floor elevation on lot 2 should be set one foot above the mottled soil elevations at the house pad.  He further recommended approval contingent on this comment being met.  The lots will share a common driveway ingress/egress on County Road 5.  The Town Board noted no issues with the plat as presented.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend approval of the concept plan for the simple plat of Griffey Acres.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.     

B.   Orderly Annexation Agreement (OAA) Request – Robert and Katherine Gramsey 60.89 Acres – Robert and Katherine Gramsey appeared before the Board to present their request for the orderly annexation of 60.89 acres of their property into the City of Big Lake.  Chairman Petersen advised that the Town Board is not opposed to the Gramsey’s request to annex their property into the City of Big Lake; however, the Town is adamantly opposed to the City of Big Lake annexing property before utilities are available to the site.  There was discussion.  Robert Gramsey advised that he was not sure of the status of availability of utilities.  Chairman Petersen commented that this is not being conducted as a true orderly annexation, noting that item #2 of the resolution eliminates negotiations of the annexation between the Town and the City.  Chairman Petersen noted that the Township is not interested in having property annexed only to have it sit for years without utility services as was the case of the Sundstrom property developed by Bruggeman Builders on the East side of Big Lake.   He further noted that the City of Big Lake can do all the platting, engineering and planning they want to without annexing.  The City of Big Lake should wait to annex property until utilities are available to the site.  Chairman Petersen noted that as this resolution is written it is actually just an annexation agreement titled as an OAA.  Robert Gramsey stated that City Engineer, Brad DeWolfe is advising that utilities will be available this summer and that capacity at the lift station is there already.  He noted that this annexation is not the same as the Sundstrom/Bruggeman annexation because the lift station is in place and 
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has the capacity necessary.  He further noted that from the beginning of this project it was presented as a 3-phase project.  This is the third phase of the development.  Mr. Gramsey further stated that this would be his last request for annexation “for at least 5 years”.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the annexation request; and, that the City of Big Lake must negotiate all future Orderly Annexation Agreement requests with the Township before they will be considered for approval.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.         

C. 2006 SCORE/Recycling Grant Information Update – County Commissioner, Terry

Nagorski advised that the County Board of Commissioners approved the 2006 proposed SCORE budget.  In the budget is $127,431.00 in the competitive grant category.  The Big Lake Recycling Center is funded from this category.  He noted, at the County Commissioners meeting,  that if the center is not funded and is closed, it could result in garbage and recyclables being left at the gate and in the ditches.  This will result in increased costs to clean up.  He further noted that the County Board expressed interest in reimbursing the Township’s costs to pick up this abandoned waste.  The County recently adopted an ordinance requiring all garbage haulers, licensed in the County, to provide curbside pick up of recycling.  The goal was to make drop off of recyclables unnecessary for residents.  There was lengthy discussion.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to close the recycling center as of April 15 due to the lack of funding from the County and the ability to recycle curbside through the garbage haulers.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried. 

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Other-Updates-Meetings – There were no items to report to the Board at this time.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. EDA – Chairman Petersen advised that the EDA meeting schedule has been

adjusted to meet the schedules of its members.  The EDA will meet on the 3rd Thursday of each month.  The two new buildings in Industrial Park East should be occupied next week.  The expansion committee will be meeting in the near future to discuss expansion plans.  A couple of new companies have expressed interest in locating to this area.  The Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) are promoting a possible location to the Big Lake area.   

2. Northstar Corridor – Chairman Petersen advised that a Northstar Corridor meeting

was held last week.  MNDoT is getting cooperation from the Federal Transit administration towards getting a favorable recommendation rating, which is necessary when seeking federal funding and bonding.  An open house is scheduled for January 30, 2006 at the Big Lake High School cafeteria.  It will begin at 6:00 p.m.  At 7:30 comments will be taken on the EAW.  The NCDA is working to resolve the technical capacity capability study and to meet the ADA requirements for use of the commuter rail system 

by people with disabilities.  Several other required items need to be addressed by the NDCA.
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3. Fire Board-Ratification of Fire Department Officers – Chairman Petersen presented

the list of appointment recommendations made by the Fire Board.  The recommendations were as follows:  Chief/3 year term: Tony Eisinger; Assistant Chief/3 year term: Paul Nemes; Captain/5 year term: Sam Olson; Captain/3 year term: Sean Redepenning; Captain/3 year term: Kevin Peterson.  The effective dates of the appointments are January 20, 2006. Each position has a 1-year probation period.  The Fire Board is hopeful that these appointments will assist in unifying the fire department and its internal leadership.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to ratify the appointments as presented.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

4. County Board Meeting Review – Chairman Petersen advised that he attended the

County Board meeting last week to represent Big Lake Township.  Clerk Hayes and Chairman Petersen reviewed the agenda items and noted that Nancy Riddle, Zoning Administrator was scheduled to discuss the new PUD Ordinance and the 1’ separation/buildability requirements. It was determined that it was in the best interest of the Township to have representation at the meeting.  The County Board approved to allow Big Lake Township to use the 1’ separation for buildability and to determine the area necessary for buildability based on the fact that Big Lake Township has it own zoning  and subdivision ordinance.  Terry Herman, Township engineer presented a copy of the new developable standards he drafted following the County Board’s decision.  The standards were requested in writing, by Nancy Riddle.  The Board reviewed the standards.  This item will be on the planning & zoning January agenda.  If approved, it will go to the County Board for final approval.  

5. Discussion:  Attendance by Town Board Members and Staff to 2006 County 
Department Meetings, County Planning Advisory Meetings, County Workshops and County Board Meetings as agenda items affect Big Lake Township; and, Attendance by Township Members to MNDoT Meetings regarding TH10 Corridor – Chairman Petersen presented this item.   It was noted that the Township may need to coordinate with the County on issues and decisions that affect the Township especially in regard to issues related to our zoning and subdivision ordinance.  It was noted that the Town Board members will have to decide prior to meetings, who will be able to attend.  Only two members can attend a meeting at one time.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve Town Board members and staff to attend meetings as presented.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke advised that the year-end has not been closed, therefore tonight’s reports are not in the usual format.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the preliminary cash balance statement for fiscal year 2005.  He noted that the disbursement amount received in tonight’s meeting packet needs to be revised, noting that several claims weren’t included in the total.  The revised amount of tonight’s claims is $90,530.26.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the certificates of deposits that are maturing and have matured.  Interest rates have increased slightly.  The Bank of Elk River has CDAR’s available, however, they hold the funds in their bank. They have collateralized 

Regular Monthly Board Meeting

January 11, 2006

Page 5

to cover the increase.  4.25% is the rate on an 8 month CD at Klein Bank.  Treasurer Warneke advised that he seeks rates locally, but does invest funds at the banking institutions with the highest rates.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Preliminary 2005 fiscal report, revised January disbursements, two escrow fund releases to Steve Pearson and the reinvestment of Township funds in CD’s as determined by the Treasurer.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
