Regular Monthly Board Meeting



Minutes

January 23, 2008


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, January 23, 2008, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 4 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Chairman Sanford took roll call.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Chairman 





Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer (7:10 p.m.)





Laura Hayes, Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor 

Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk (attending City of Big Lake    

                                                              Council meeting)

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the second monthly meeting agenda with the addition of two items to the consent agenda:  e) Authorize Chairman to sign forestry assistance matching grant for purchase of radios for Big Lake Fire Department.  f) Authorize Big Lake Fire Department Chief to sign ambulance agreement.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as amended.    

Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) 226th Avenue Eagle Lake Park Vacation Petition – Set Date for Public Hearing 2-13-08 at 7:00 p.m.  b) Resolution 2008-01 to adopt amendments to Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Ordinance; amendments in 4th Quarter, 2007.  c) Resolution 2008-02 Approving A Conditional Use Permit for a Parking Deferment for White Bear Clothing Company Located at 20025 176th Street NW.  d) Approve List of Claims & Payroll.  e) Authorize Chairman to sign forestry assistance matching grant for purchase of radios for Big Lake Fire Department.  f) Authorize Big Lake Fire Department Chief to sign ambulance agreement.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.   All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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OPEN FORUM

Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Captain Steve Doran presented the Board with the quarterly call report for Big Lake Township.  Captain Doran advised that a patrol officer has been posted in the Knick Knack Knoll development for approximately 70 hours to monitor the area.  Several trespass citations have been issued to snowmobiliers.  The Star Tribune is interested in the reporting on the trespass issues.  They have sent a reporter out with the officer and a story will be printed in the Minneapolis Star Tribune.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a.  Kevin Peterson-KWPH/Variance Requests for Setbacks for Home Addition, Eagle Lake Park – Kevin Peterson appeared before the Board to request 4 variances for a home addition at 19036 227th Avenue, Eagle Lake Park.  He advised that the addition is a second story onto the house.  There will be no construction outside of the existing house pad; therefore, there will be no construction making the house closer to the lot lines or ordinary high water level (OHWL).  The house was built 18” from the water table and is in the FEMA flood plain.  It was noted there are no homes behind the house; therefore, there should not be any problem with impeding the neighbor’s site lines to the lake.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to recommend approval of the 0.6’ variance in setback from the side property line, the 30’ variance in setback from the right-of-way of 227th Avenue, the 2.9’ variance from the side property line and the 47’ variance in setback from the OHWL of Eagle Lake.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.    

b. Town Hall Expansion Updates – Wright-Hennepin Electric installed wiring for the security system today.  Information regarding the cost of the carpeting will be coming soon.  Kevin Peterson will be bringing in samples of shakes he recommends for the gable end of the building.  He advised the shakes are painted “Hardy Board” which are guaranteed for 25 years.  They also contain a very high amount of green/recycled material.  The Board noted they may be interested in installing Hardy Board shakes on the other gable end of the building too.  Kevin Peterson advised he will be giving the Clerk documentation on how much green material has been used in the project to date.  

c. Big Lake Lion’s Park Walking Trail – Chairman Sanford advised he met with Bill Bronder regarding Technical Evaluation Panels recommendation for the walking trail and clarification regarding the type 6 wetland classification and what activity is allowed 340’ from the Elk River.  Supervisor Leslie advised that he has also discussed the Township’s options with Bill Bronder.  Supervisor Leslie noted that for long-term maintenance of the trail, the Township needs to be able to move heavy equipment through and therefore a boardwalk would not be strong 
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enough.  It was noted that if the project stays outside of 300’ from the river, the 700’ sq. ft. could be filled.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to authorize Supervisor Leslie to proceed with the trail construction using fill stock piled at the park to build the road.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.

Supervisor Leslie advised that he has spoken with a neighboring property owner, Mr. Michael Dreis, regarding the encroaching building on Township property and the possibility of the Township purchasing the property.  Mr. Dreis came to the Town Hall after receiving the letter from the township advising him of the survey completed by the Township, and the encroachment that was found as a result of the survey.  Mr. Dreis inquired with Clerk Hayes if the Township would be interested in purchasing the property.  Clerk Hayes gave Mr. Dreis’ contact information to Supervisor Leslie for follow-up.  Mr. Dries advised Supervisor Leslie that he would be discussing the possibility of selling the property with the other owner and get back to Supervisor Leslie at the end of this week.  Supervisor Leslie noted that the property is high ground and could provide an additional entrance into the park.  According to county records, the property is 2.95 acres and has a market value on the buildings of $10,900.  and $57,400. on the land.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to authorize the Park Committee and the Chairman to negotiate the purchase of the 2.95 acres with the owners Mr. Dreis and Mr. Knaeble, not to exceed a total purchase price of $80,000.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.       

d. East Side Oil Companies/Oil Recycling-Public Site Information – Clerk Hayes presented the Board Members with booklets received from Lori Gustavson, Environmental Project Coordinator for East Side Oil Companies, regarding placement of a public oil recycling/disposal site in Big Lake Township.  The Board briefly discussed the proposal and places appropriate for the site.  Chairman Sanford advised he would show the plan to the City and see if they are interested in hosting a place for a public site.  

e. Other-Meetings-Updates – Treasurer Warneke advised that he received an email from City Finance Director, Corey Boyer regarding the library and financial participation from the Township for operation costs.  Chairman Sanford noted that as the City advised at the Joint Powers Board Meeting, there will be a meeting on Monday night to walk through the former Options building on Minnesota Avenue to consider the site for relocation of the library and the Big Lake foodshelf.  The foodshelf would be able to utilize the loading dock area of the building.   Supervisor Hofer will be attending this meeting and will report on the discussion.  It was noted that 52% of the Big Lake Township population lives in the Big Lake School District; and, therefore that is how the Township will calculate any participation on their part.         
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BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  County Road 17/Hwy 25 Light Situation Update – Treasurer Warneke advised that Sherburne County Highway Engineer, Rhonda Lewis has advised that the streetlight that is not working is not in the County’s jurisdiction.  She further noted that the County has no lighted intersections and doesn’t have the budget to provide lights at intersections.  However, an assistant in the Highway Department advised Treasurer Warneke, that the County has Design Electric do all their maintenance work on lights.  Therefore, it would seem that the County might have some lighted intersections.  Treasurer Warneke noted that this seems to be an intermittent problem because at this time, the light is working.  It was agreed that as Supervisor’s and staff travel on the road, they will take note of the light and report their findings.  

2.  Other-Meetings-Updates - 

-Treasurer Warneke met with Township Engineer, Todd McLouth to review the plans for paving of 226th Avenue, Eagle Lake Park.  Quotes received will be reviewed and considered by the Board at the February 13, 2008 Regular Monthly Meeting.  

- The Township has sent a letter to the City of Big Lake and their engineer, Brad DeWolfe regarding the 2008 Town road projects, which include reconstruction of 205th Avenue from Co. Road 43 east to 170th Street.  The City of Big Lake has existing trunk watermain in a portion of 205th Avenue east of CR 43 to serve Liberty Elementary School.  Discussions with the City Engineer have made the Township and their engineer aware that the City would like to extend the watermain from the school to 170th Street.   The letter proposes that construction schedules be coordinated to reduce design and plan preparation costs for both the City and Township.  Todd McLouth proposed to incorporate the construction of the watermain extension as part of the Township road project.  The Township’s plans are ready to advertise for bids.  It would be a minor addition to the plans to add the watermain construction to those plans.  The construction of the watermain can be done prior to the roadwork. The construction costs can be separated out on the bid form so the City can simply reimburse the watermain costs to the Township.  Todd McLouth advised that the additional design and administrative costs would be billed to the City at 3% of the estimated construction costs.  

-Treasurer Warneke directed Mike Grund to place “bump” signs on 209th Avenue.  The signs should be up no later than Monday.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Sherburne County Association of Townships Meeting Review – Chairman Sanford, Supervisor Hayes and Clerk Hayes attended the Sherburne County Association of Townships meeting at the Sherburne County Historical Center in Becker.  Sheriff Bruce Anderson gave information regarding the crime lab; Rule 25, which offers treatment 
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for prisoners with chemical and/or mental problems; and, County funding of the new 800 MHZ radio system for emergency and police services.  Barbara Ronningen from the State Demographic Center gave a brief presentation regarding the 2010 census and the Local Update of Census Addresses (LUCA) program.  Clerk Hayes advised that Sherburne County sent a confidentiality statement to the Township.  It was received today and returned to their office.  Sherburne County will utilize the GIS Department and Property Tax Office to check Township addresses.  Their findings will be shared with the Township for a final review of addresses before being sent to the Census Bureau.  Senator, Betsy Wergin addressed the Association.  County Commissioner’s present were Leonard and Petersen.  

2.  EDA Updates – During tonight’s Joint Powers Board Meeting, Council Member Heitz advised the City Council will be discussing the Joint Powers Agreement for the Industrial Park Expansion at their meeting tonight.  He further advised that he and Council Member Kampa will be making a recommendation at the meeting to enter into the Joint Powers Agreement for the 38.4 acre (40 acre) industrial park expansion as originally purposed.  

-Chairman Sanford advised that during the last EDA meeting, Council Member Heitz advised that if he, and possibly other Board Members, had known that the Bruggeman property was already it the City of Big Lake, they would not have included the Township in the development and expansion of industrial park east.  Council Member Heitz further noted that the City plans to honor our partnership in the project, but won’t repeat it.  It was noted by Chairman Sanford that when Industrial Park East was created the streets were constructed to end on the property line without cul-de-sacs, the intention was that the City and Township would work together to expand the industrial park in the future.  It was further noted that the City of Big Lake was invited by the Township to participate in the original 68-acre park and offer City water and sewer services to attract quality businesses and industry to the area.    Chairman Sanford advised that the City commented on the fact that the Township doesn’t participate in the advertising for the industrial park.  Chairman Sanford advised them they need to let the Township know where they want to advertise and when so that we can participate.  There are currently no new prospects.  

3.  Other-Meetings-Updates - The Board discussed the information presented by City Finance Director, Corey Boyer regarding the Big Lake Ice Association’s proposal for bonding and tax abatement to fund construction of an ice arena in Marketplace.  The Board unanimously agreed that several things need to happen and be agreed upon to make this a possible funding scenario.  1) Sherburne County would have to agree to bond for $1 million and agree to tax abatement.  2)  The Big Lake School District would have to agree to a tax abatement.  3)  The Township would only be responsible for half of the $1million coming from the abatement of co-owned tax sharing property districts with the City of Big Lake.  4)  The facility would have to be open to all skating and community activities, not exclusive to hockey.  5)  The Township would not own any part of the facility. 
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ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

