Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

October 11, 2006


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, October 11, 2006, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 2 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor





Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Jim Sanford, Supervisor


All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 9-13-2006; and, Second Monthly Board Meeting 9-27-2006.  b) Approve A Board Member Attendance to BL Police Dept. & Sherburne County Public Health Community Forum to Review Emergency Preparedness Issues, Monday, October 16th 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at BL High School.  c) Approve Suburban Lawn Service Request to Increase 2007 Mowing rate at Bailey Station Cemetery from $75. to $100. per time. (Request previously noted by John Norgren).  d) Approve Clerk Hayes to work with Building & Grounds Committee to review and consider participation in Landfill Abatement Legacy Grant for expansion of climate controlled record storage in Town Hall.  e) Approve List of Claims received, 41 claims totaling $47,008.77.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK
a.  Appoint Township Representative to Sherburne County Park Committee – Supervisor Alfords noted that it would be advantageous to have a Board Member serve as the Township Representative on this committee.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to appoint Supervisor Leslie as Township Representative.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.

b.  Approve Quit Claim Deed to City of Big Lake for Part Ownership of 4.51 Acres Fire Department Property – Chairman Petersen advised that the purpose of the quit claim deed presented tonight is to put ownership of the 4.51acres purchased from Maurice and Evangeline Smith into both the City and the Township for the purpose of combining the parcels and creating one property identification number (PID).  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the quit claim deed.      

c.  Other – Updates – Meetings – Registrations for Board and Staff to the Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) Annual Conference was discussed.  Clerk Hayes will submit registrations to MAT.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Other – Updates – Meetings – Supervisor Alfords advised that mowing and brush cutting is finished for the year.  Meetings have been held with the snowplowing companies of JME of Monticello and TW Hauling.  There have been slight changes in the snowplowing areas from last year due to changes in road jurisdiction between the County and Township.  JME of Monticello will now be plowing Shorewood Acres, Sleepy Hollow South, 187th Avenue through the Stephens Point Development, Hackberry Heights, Ridgewood Heights, Buckshot Hollow and 193rd Avenue.  Sherburne County will plow former 200th Street, now County Road 17.  An agreement for shared plowing with the City of Big Lake is being negotiated.  It is anticipated that the same agreement as last year will be accepted.  TW Hauling will plow all other Township roads.  

2.  229th Avenue Update – Chairman Petersen gave an update in regard to the status of the project.  Supervisor Alfords noted that the majority of the corridor has been preserved for the road extension and information will be held on file for future use.  It was noted that perhaps in the future it would be evident that the need for an east-west road connection is present.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Northstar – Chairman Petersen gave several updates regarding Northstar. 

-Congress approved the defense authorization bill, which gives Northstar a waiver of their cost effective index.  Northstar meets all the requirements under the FTA that were in place when they began.  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT Continued
-The Capital and Operating budgets for 2007 were approved.  

-Final approval for use of the BNSF rail tracks is nearly complete.  

-A grant agreement from the Federal Government for advanced design is in process, the amount of the grant is $5 million.   

2.  EDA/Manufacturer’s Week Activities – Chairman Petersen advised that Manufacturer’s Week Business Appreciation Events have been planned.  A Business Appreciation Breakfast, catered and served by KleinBank will be Tuesday, October 24 at 7:30 a.m. at Connections-Etc.  Claudia Cody, U of M Extension Services will speak about the Business Retention and Expansion Program potentially coming to Big Lake.  On Thursday, October 26 at 11:30 a.m. a Business Luncheon and Tour will begin at Victory Sports Grill & Bar followed by a tour of the Stone Company and Remmele Engineering.      

Chairman Petersen advised that Claudia Cody gave an economic development presentation at the October 10, EDA meeting.  Chairman Petersen further advised that Ataboy’s business has merged with a company from Long Lake and has moved it’s operation to their location.  The Bank of Elk River has foreclosed on their building and has advised they have a buyer for it.  No response has been received in regard to expansion of Industrial Park East.  Chairman Petersen advised that the EDA has contributed $500. to the Business Expansion Program.  The EDA is $2,500. short of their goal and will pursue a grant from the Initiative Foundation.  Chairman Petersen noted that if the shortfall can’t be met with grants and donations, the Township might be approached for a donation.    

3.  Long Range Planning Introduction – Chairman Petersen advised that the City of Big Lake has planned a workshop to discuss long range planning following the Joint Powers Board Meeting held on October 3.  City Engineer, Brad DeWolfe will be providing the City Council with plans for all the sewer and water service expansion broken down into phases with timelines and costs.  The City Council will be prioritizing areas.  

4.  Sherburne County Invitation to Attend Development Activity Meeting – Chairman Petersen noted that an invitation has been received from Brain Bensen, Sherburne County Administrator to attend a meeting with representatives from Ramsey, Rogers and Hassan Township in Hennepin County, to discuss development activity and plans in their communities.  Chairman Petersen advised that he will be attending this meeting.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - The Cash Balance Statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $1,861,667.34 and escrow accounts of $127,909.01 totaling  $1,989,576.35.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  Treasurer Warneke reminded the Board that all the interest is in the 101 fund and will be allocated to all the general funds at the end of the year.  He further noted that the mowing bills, bringing the Lions fund into the negative, will probably me moved to the general fund.  The budgeted disbursements side of the 102 fund, in the grading and paving, may need to be adjusted.  In tonight’s claims the rest of the retainage, minus two repair invoices was paid to S & S Fire Apparatus.  Clerk Hayes will bill the City of Big Lake for approximately $4,800.       Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Supervisor Leslie advised that he received a call from Rick Aubol, a Boy Scout who is working toward his Eagle Scout Badge, in regard to completing a major service project.  Rick Aubol would like to improve the ball field at Lion’s Park.  There was discussion regarding how the project is funded.  The Board advised that Rick Aubol could do this project next spring.  Chairman Petersen noted that the Township could consider spending some funds to help with the project.  Supervisor Quinn noted that he would like the Township to make a commitment to maintain the field if money is put toward improving it.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Leslie to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

