Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

October 13, 2004


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, October 13, 2004, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 7 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 9-8-04.  b) Approval of Minutes: Second Monthly Board Meeting 9-22-04.  c) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Richard & Kathy Schleif/Variance for Pole Building at 20122-215th Avenue – Richard Schleif appeared before the Board to request a 12’ setback variance from 215th Avenue to construct a 30’x40’ pole building.  The pole building would be 55’ from the edge of the right of way.  The required setback is 67’ from the edge of the right of way.  It was noted on the comment form that the variance is necessary to accommodate the septic system.  It was further noted that there is no room on the other side of the lot because of the location of the well and there are wetlands north and west of the buildings.  The building would be 24’ from the septic system and 30’ from the drainfield.   The hardships in this situation are the utilities and distance from both 202nd Street and 215th Avenue.  It was noted that Mr. Schleif has adequate area for a second septic system if necessary.  It was determined that other options would devalue properties in the development. 
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Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend the request for a 12’ variance in setback.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.   

b) Bob & Kathy Gramsey/Annexation Consideration for 158 Acres of Property - Bob Gramsey requested to be removed from the agenda prior to calling the meeting to order.  He advised that he had many questions and things to consider before pursuing.  Jim Thares, Economic Development Authority Director for the City of Big Lake was in the audience and advised that he had spoken to Mr. Gramsey earlier regarding the options of annexation and orderly annexation for the property.  Mr. Thares advised that the City is willing to consider the annexation by either method if Mr. Gramsey decides to proceed.  He further noted that city services would not be available until 2007 at the earliest.  Chairman Petersen inquired about the Townships comments, submitted to the City of Big Lake regarding the proposed planned unit development from KAMI Inc. for a portion of the Hudson property north of TH10.  Jim Thares advised that the comments had been received and that the City was interested in the Township’s proposal for road connection.  

Representative, Mark Olson –Session Updates

Representative, Mark Olson addressed the Board and audience on several current issues in the legislature.  Representative Olson discussed the state deficit.  Chairman Petersen outlined the need to improve 200th Street and align it with County Road 81; and, to have this happen before the 2007 projected date.  There was discussion regarding the intersection being a signalized crossing or an overpass.  Representative Olson advised that the State is utilizing transportation infrastructure that was created in the 1960’s; and, that no other long-range transportation plans have been created in the last 20 years.  Representative Olson advised that he preferred to see an overpass at the intersection of TH10 and County Road 81/200th Street rather than a signalized crossing noting that more signals on TH10 were not conducive to traffic flow.  Supervisor Sanford advised that he is in favor of an overpass, but stated it needs to be done soon.  He further noted that it would not be possible to wait too long due to the number of fatal accidents at this intersection.  It was noted that temporary lights would be acceptable if the Township receives assistance from legislators to get the overpass constructed soon.    

Representative Olson advised that annexation had been issue in the legislature this year.  A bill had been brought forward with amended amendments; but the bill was eventually pulled before it was voted on.  Chairman Petersen advised that recently, the City of Big Lake had tried to force installation of city utilities on a development located in the Township that is in close proximity to the City.  Chairman Petersen further advised that “leap frogging” needs to be limited; and, an individuals desire to live on large lots should be respected. 

Representative Olson briefly discussed unfunded government mandates.  Chairman Petersen mentioned the mandate to appoint election judges first from lists provided by the political parties following their caucuses.  Representative Olson advised he would check to see if this is part of the federal mandates under the Help America Vote Act (HAVA); or, if this is a state law that needs to be reviewed.  It was noted that this creates 
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an unnecessary expense to notify potential, out of area judges; and, creates an opportunity for mistakes at the polling places when judges are unfamiliar with the area and precinct boundaries especially when registering new voters.   

Representative Olson referenced transit, transportation and circulator transportation.  He acknowledged the need to keep the commuter bus system going.  Chairman Petersen advised that if the state doesn’t offer some funding for the bus system fares will have to be increased or the bus service will be discontinued.  Representative Olson distributed a newspaper and paper featuring the Personal Rapid Transit (PRT), which is a personalized, fully automated, public transit system.  Representative Olson advised that anyone interested in this technology could attend a public demonstration or he could arrange for other demonstrations.  

c) Dog Catching/Pick Up on Weekends – Chairman Petersen suggested the Township consider a weekend dog catching program to respond to calls received periodically.  The Board directed the Clerk to contact other local jurisdictions to find out how they handle weekend calls and how the dogs are captured and transported.  The information will be forwarded to the Board members for review.

d) Annual A.W.A.I.R. Report – Clerk Hayes advised that all employees have responded to the memo regarding possible safety concerns in the workplace.  This is part of the Township’s risk management policy.  Employees noted no safety concerns.           

e) Other – Updates – Meetings – 

· Consider cancellation of November 24, 2004 meeting.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to cancel the November 24, 2004 Board Meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

· A Joint Powers Board Meeting has been scheduled for November 22, 2004 at 7:00 p.m. at the Big Lake City Council Chambers.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss comprehensive planning and other items of mutual interest.  A response letter has been drafted by Supervisor Alfords following the September 15th meeting held by the City of Big Lake Planning Commission to discuss updating its comprehensive plan and creating an extra-territorial service plan.  Following review of the draft letter by Chairman Petersen, it will be forwarded to the City of Big Lake.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1) Other – Updates – Meetings - 

-Tree trimming will begin again next week.  Tree trimmer has been ill.

-Mowing is being done on inner slopes.

-Asphalt has been reclaimed on 224th Avenue.  Currently waiting for a property survey to be completed by a homeowner on 159th and 224th before work will continue.

-Striping is complete.
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-Supervisor Alfords has discussed 200th Avenue road surface situation with County.  A 1” tight blade overlay has been suggested.  The material is rolled out and packed as its put on.  This would not be a long-term solution, material lasts 3 to 4 years.  Costs have not been ascertained.  Recently hotmix was placed in holes and has been milled down.  

- Supervisor Alfords and Treasurer Warneke have met with the snowplowing companies.  TW Hauling will have 6 trucks in Big Lake Township.  They recently purchased a tandem truck with a belly blade.  JME will be plowing the same roads as last year.  The costs issues on the salt/sand have been resolved from last year and have been set for this year.  The cost will be $10.  more than Plaisteds; however, the Township won’t have to drive to get the material.  D & M and Sons will continue to do small plowing jobs as they have in the past.  

-Treasurer Warneke advised that Elk River Rapids has been paved.  The Township has signs placed and Elk River has installed a sign.  

-Black Cherry Preserve has one house under construction, and Nagorski’s house has been sold.  It was determined that the Township will plow this road beginning this winter.

-Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that the 200th Street bypass layouts were available for the Board to review at tonight’s meeting.  Terry Herman advised that the County is rethinking the right-of-way acquisition and will try to take less.  There plan is being proposed with a four lane intersection at TH10 and a full intersection at State Highway 25, the rest of the road will remain the same based on traffic volumes.  Supervisor Sanford advised that this plan returns to the Townships original suggestion for connection to County Road 81.  There was brief discussion.  The Board approved to submit the plan to MNDoT with a cover letter requesting they consider alternatives.  Representative Olson advised that if the Board drafts a support letter, he would be interested in a copy of the letter and would offer his support of the project plan alternative.    

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) EDA - Chairman Petersen advised that Manufacturer’s Week is coming up.  The host site will be Injection Molding.  Alex Wickstrom, City of Big Lake Economic Development Specialist, advised that he would like to take the EDA on a tour of Town Center's sites in cities in our area.

2) Fire Board Meeting/October 7, 2004 – Chairman Petersen advised that the fire hall expansion was discussed.  It was approved to have the architect draft plans and specifications for the expansion.  Architect fees to create the drawings were approved to not exceed $15,000. at this time.  The full building expansion project is estimated to be $1.25million.  The Fire Board increased volunteer fire fighter wages by $.50 per hour to $10.50.  Two new fire fighters with first responder training have been hired.   Approval to attend out of state training sessions was given.  A major training session will be held in Las Vegas this year.  Certification in several areas of firefighting will be available at this training.  The Fire Board approved to send Department Officer’s to this training.      
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3) Joint Powers Board Meeting/Resolution 2004-10 for “Anytime Fitness” – Chairman Petersen advised that the Joint Powers Board had approved a resolution for a Conditional Use Permit for “Anytime Fitness” to be located in Big Lake Industrial Park East Plat Two at 19950 177th Street.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the Township Resolution 2004-10 Approving the Conditional Use Permit for Anytime Fitness.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

4) Other-Updates-Meetings – Chairman Petersen updated the Board on issues discussed at the October 7, Northstar Corridor Development Authority (NCDA) Meeting.  There was discussion regarding the possible need to increase bus fares to $4.00 on June 1, 2005 if funding from the State is not approved.  The NCDA approved consultants for advanced and final plan designs.  Chairman Petersen was called out of the meeting and advised that that the NCDA is considering building its Maintenance building in Big Lake Township if the project moves ahead.

-Chairman Petersen advised there is a meeting on transportation issue at Connexus Energy in Ramsey on Wednesday, October 20 at 7:00 p.m. the event is sponsored by area Chambers of Commerce and local businesses.     

-Chairman Petersen advised there is a Minnesota Transportation Alliance meeting at Sherburne County on Thursday, October 14.  The Minnesota Transportation Alliance has had meetings statewide.

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds and the Cash balance statement.  Total government funds are $1,581,191.76 and escrow accounts of $253,975.22 totaling $1,835,166.98.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Supervisor Alfords advised that Lord of Glory Lutheran Church, which is used for Precinct-1 for Big Lake Township, is requesting a rental fee of $300. per election, for use of their church.  The church did not specify a time minimum or limit for renting.  The Clerk’s Office will draft a letter to the church indicating a specific time period for the rental.  

Supervisor Alfords advised that he attended the Monticello Nuclear Plant Future Operations Meeting on October 12, 2004 at 7:30 p.m.  The presentation purpose was to advise attendees of a proposal to construct an independent spent fuel storage installation (ISFSI) and to give an update on Excel Energy’s decision to renew the plant’s operating license.  The current operating license will expire in 2010.  The plant could potentially renew the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) License and operate another 20 years.  However, the spent fuel pool will be full in 2010; and, if no additional spent fuel storage is available, the plant must shut down.  Therefore, Excel Energy is 
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proposing construction of the dry cask storage, which is the ISFSI plan.  2/3 of all nuclear storage in the United States utilizes this method.  In preparation for this request, Excel Energy is asking for a resolution of support for the ISFSI, dry storage system from Big Lake Township.  An information packet was presented to the Clerk to route to all Board Members to review.  Clerk Hayes was advised to put this item on the November 10 agenda.  At that time, the Board will determine if they wish to support this proposal with a resolution.

Chairman Petersen presented the “Minnesota Counties” newspaper, which is a publication of the Association of Minnesota Counties; and, a booklet entitled “When An Activist Group Comes To Town” published by the Minnesota Farm Bureau Foundation.  Both will be routed to all Board Members for review and kept on file with the Clerk’s Office.

Clerk Hayes advised that an office window has three gun shot holes in the glass.  A Sheriff’s Report has been filed.  

An additional election judge training has been scheduled for Saturday, October 23, 2004 at 10:30 a.m. at the Sherburne County Government Center.  People taking election judge training on this date would be eligible to work at the March 2005 elections.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

