Second Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

October 27, 2004


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, October 27, 2004, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 12 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Larry Alfords, Supervisor

David Quinn, Supervisor

Jim Sanford, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

OPEN FORUM

Don Duel and Mel Landwehr appeared before the Board to express their opposition to connection of 170th Street in Woodland hills to the new developments being constructed in the City of Big Lake on adjoining property.  Don Duel stated that he was concerned about the combination of traffic and pedestrians on the roads in Woodland Hills.  Supervisor Alfords inquired why residents felt that this would increase the amount of drivers through the Woodland Hills neighborhood whose destination is TH10.  Chairman Petersen advised that the Township is encouraged by the County and MNDoT to plan for transportation and emergency accesses.  For the purpose of addressing emergency access, the Town of Big Lake has requested an access to 172nd Street in the KAMI development.  Supervisor Alfords noted that the Township receives calls from the school bus company and the post office regarding safety concerns on the roads connecting to 205th Avenue from the south in the winter.  Supervisor Sanford advised that a new access would have southern exposure and a better grade.  He further noted that with the increased development the amount of traffic on 205th Avenue will increase, which would increase the possibility of an accident at the intersections from Woodland Hills and Rosecrest on 205th Avenue.  There was discussion regarding trimming trees at these 
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intersections.  Supervisor Alfords advised that there are several trees on the 33’ right of way line.  These will have the face trimmed; and, if the neighbors would like to talk with the owners of the trees about letting the township cut more, that would be fine.  Supervisor Sanford noted that placing the County speed trailer on 205th Avenue would also be possible.  The Township does not have the authority to set speed limits on roads that are not in sub-divisions.  Better awareness by drivers and more enforcement seem to be all that is available to slow traffic in high-risk areas such as Woodland Hills and Rosecrest.  Chairman Petersen commented that if the Township doesn’t take an access now, in the future the option to provide an additional, safe access would be lost.  At this time, the Township is only asking for a portion of land to be reserved for a future access, they are not requesting an immediate road connection. 

Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Sergeant Doran was present to answer any Board questions.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

1.  Greg Shelley/CUP for Home Business in Accessory Building - Cabinet Shop– Greg Shelley appeared before the Town Board to request a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a home based business in an accessory building.  The lot is 9 acres in size and is located on a cul-de-sac in the plat of Meadowlands Third Addition; lot 5, block 3.   There was discussion regarding whether or not there are covenants in this plat prohibiting a home based business.  John Norgren advised that residents in the area might be concerned about the increased traffic through Meadowlands.  Greg Shelley advised that he anticipates receiving deliveries monthly on a flat bed truck.  The Board determined that a site plan and second septic system plan should be provided to the Board for review.  Discussion returned to whether or not there are covenants for Meadowlands Third Addition.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to table the CUP request to the November 10, 2004 meeting to give the applicant time to provide the site plan, second septic plan and covenants.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

2. Todd & Michelle Jensen/8’ Variance in Setback for Home Addition – Todd and Michelle Jensen appeared before the Town Board to request a Variance in setback from 192nd Avenue for a 14’x24’ addition for a family room.  The required setback is 100’ from the centerline of the road.  The addition would be 92 from the centerline.  The lot is located in the plat of Sleepy Hollow South; lot 39, block 5.  The house does not have a full basement because of the high-level water table.  The house does not have a recreational room for family use.  To have a family room, an addition to the house is necessary.  The Board noted that the variance request appeared to be reasonable considering the needs of the family.  Because the lot is on the corner it creates problems with meeting other options.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend approval of the 8’ variance request for a home addition.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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3. Gonyea Company Inc./Preliminary Plat Review of “Swanson Woods” - Tom Gonyea appeared before the Town Board to present the preliminary plat of Swanson Woods.  The Board reviewed the plat, written comments from the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office, Sherburne County Public Works Department; and, the Township Engineer.  The Township had done road planning in the area with Roslyn Addition and approves temporary cul-de-sacs into the adjoining properties of Dahlheimer, Person and Ken Swanson.  The Township also plans to work with Bill Bronder on the ditch and wetland area.  The Township approved the length of the cul-de-sac because of environmental concerns.  Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that the road is well below the 23-lot maximum and therefore could have a cul-de-sac and road exceeding 1400’.   All lots will have an area for a 2nd septic system if and when necessary.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the preliminary plat of Swanson Woods noting that the applicant agrees to make all of the necessary changes noted by the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office and the Township Engineer.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

4.  Other-Updates-Meetings - 

-Clerk Hayes advised that at the recommendation of Supervisor Alfords, one reservation has been made for a Supervisor to attend the Green Infrastructure Workshop, sponsored by the Conservation Fund for County, City and Township Officials in the area.  The workshop will be held on Wednesday, November 10, 2004 at the Riverwood Conference Center from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to have Supervisor Alfords attend.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 

-The fall furnace service has been done and it was noted that there is a crack in the faceplate on the heat exchanger, which will cause leaking of carbon monoxide.  A quote has been received from C & C HVAC, the company that services the furnaces.  A second quote has been requested from Purcell Plumbing and Heating.  Supervisor Sanford recommended that the Clerk’s Office inquire about the amount of water that the high efficiency unit will expel and confirm that there is a floor drain and that the septic system can take this extra amount of water.  

-A spreadsheet regarding what neighboring communities do for weekend dog catching was given to each Supervisor to review.  This will be placed on the November 10, 2004 for action.

-A letter from Jim Brown of Dynamics Design and Land Co. to the City of Big Lake has been copied to the Township regarding the annexation by ordinance of .44 acres owned by Carol Davis on 172nd Street adjacent to the plat of Big Lake Marketplace.  

-A letter has been received from the State Auditor’s Office confirming what Treasurer Warneke previously reported regarding financial audits.  The State Auditor’s Office will be conducting the Township’s 2004 financial audit.  

-The 3rd Quarter Big Lake Fire Department Report has been copied to all Board Members.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1. Other – Updates – Meetings – Supervisor Alfords noted the following items. 

-A second tree trimming crew will be added next week.  

-Mowing is finished.

-224th Avenue in Birch Lake Beach will be finished next spring.  It is ground and ready to be paved.  Property owner, Patrick Allen is still working on establishing a survey of his property at the corner of 159th Street & 224th Avenue.  

-Supervisor Alfords and Terry Herman need to discuss 229th Avenue Acquisition.

Terry Herman has forwarded the 200th Street and County Road 81 drawings, reviewed at the last meeting, to MNDoT.  The question of whether the Township would like to send a letter as mentioned at the October 13 meeting was asked.  No action was taken.

-Terry Herman advised that the right of way acquisition map for County Road 81 and 200th Street is nearly finished.  This will be forwarded to Dave Schwarting.  Terry Herman and Jim Sanford will be talking with landowners about acquisitions.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. Other – Updates-Meetings – 

-Chairman Petersen advised that Mahler and Associates have been approached to do fire hall additions.    The City and Township approved to spend up to $15,000. to prepare plans for fire hall expansion.  Mahler and Associates will prepare plans for $31,000.  No action is necessary by the Township at this time.  The City of Big Lake still needs to discuss this and make their determination.  

BAILEY STATION CEMETERY 

1. Appointment of Expiring Board Positions – John Norgren advised that at the quarterly Cemetery Board meeting the Board unanimously recommended to reappoint Dolly Pallansch and Maureen Munsen.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the recommended reappointments.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

2. Approval of Featured Design – John Norgren presented preliminary plans for a featured design.  John advised that a rock has not been located to do the original engraving design.  Steve Pearson advised that he will donate the 20” to 24” rocks in place of the boulder.  Ed Schumacher of E.G.G.S Landscaping Inc. has prepared a garden featuring native plants and natural amenities.  D & M and Sons Inc.  will furnish fill dirt and small rock.  John Norgren will donate the mulch.  The plants are guaranteed from the time of planting through the winter and next growing season.  Supervisor Quinn suggested Master Gardener’s and Junior Master Gardener’s could take this on as a project to meet required service hours.  Supervisor Quinn will bring this up at the next Master Gardener Meeting.  Chairman Petersen directed John Norgren to bring this back to the January Regular Meeting for action.
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ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:37 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

