Second Monthly Board Meeting






Minutes

November 28, 2007


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, November 28, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 8 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Vice-chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Jim Sanford, Chairman

Larry Alfords, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 

Laura Hayes, Clerk






Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the agenda as presented.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

OPEN FORUM

Howard Bohanon, 19974 200th Street, Big Lake Township appeared before the Board regarding the recently installed cul-de-sac at the end of 200th Street.  He advised that there is a 4” to 5” difference in height from the cul-de-sac to his driveway.  Additionally, he noted that three loads of Class 5 were brought in by the contractor to fill the difference.  He further noted that it was not packed, only graded out.  Mr. Bohanon advised that he is concerned that washing will occur in the spring.  He currently has to sweep that material out of his driveway and garage.  He further noted that the cul-de-sac appears to be too narrow.  Chairman Sanford advised that the Road Committee would view and follow-up with Sherburne County Public Works.  Bob Gramsey, 20440 Hwy 10, Big Lake Township inquired who will be plowing 200th Street.  Supervisor Alfords advised the Township has contracted with JME to plow the road.  He further advised that the Road Committee met with both plowing companies to review their service areas.  

Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Captain Steve Doran appeared before the Board to deliver reports and take any questions or comments from the Board.  Supervisor Alfords advised that graffiti had been reported on 201st Avenue, 205th Avenue and 209th Avenue.  Treasurer Warneke advised that paint necessary to adequately cover this is being purchased.   
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Jim Thares, BLEDA Director/BLIPE Expansion Purchase Agreement – Presented a memorandum and a Purchase Agreement between Bruggeman Properties and the Economic Development Authority for the City of Big.  Jim Thares advised that Purchase Agreement was being presented to the Big Lake Town Board and the City of Big Lake Tonight for approval.  He further noted that the Purchase Agreement would expire on Friday, November 30.  The Board advised that they would like the Township’s attorney to review the Purchase Agreement prior to signing.  Jim Thares reviewed his memo dated November 27, 2007.  He advised that the terms are similar to the terms proposed in his November 8, 2007 memo presented at the November 14th, 2007 Board meeting.  The City of Big Lake and the Town of Big Lake will equally share the cost of the land purchase totaling $1,728,000.  Development of the property is scheduled to proceed in 2008 through the use of a 429 Assessment Agreement.  Supervisor Alfords asked for purposes of clarification what mechanism will fund street, sewer and water installation.  Jim Thares advised that all of these costs will be assessed to the properties on a per-acre calculation; and, that there will be no cost to the Township for these improvements.  The estimated costs for development of the property is approximately $1,200,000. which is funded 100 percent by assessment to the adjacent parcels.  It was further noted that the funding source to acquire the property would be a General Obligation Bond issued to the City of Big Lake with the Township participating in the acquisition costs equally.  Jim Thares advised that the proposed closing date is December 15, 2007; however, this is a Saturday and will therefore most likely be rescheduled.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve and enter into a contract for the Purchase of 38.4 acres contingent upon Township attorney review of the Purchase Agreement.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

Jim Thares updated the Town Board on two EDA items.  

-A subcommittee of the EDA will be meeting to discuss tax abatement in Big Lake Marketplace.  

-At the November 12, 2007 EDA meeting, a real estate broker advised that investors are looking at property in the Big Lake area for a NASCAR track.  The search area includes land from St. Cloud to Elk River and from Big Lake to Monticello.  City staff will be providing information to the broker regarding the concept and feasibility.  

b) Kelly Impola/Girl Scout Storage Building on Lion’s Park Property – Kelly Impola, County Community Coordinator for Girl Scouts appeared before the Board to inquire about placing a 10’x10’ storage shed for the Big Lake Girl Scouts at Lion’s Park.  The Girl Scouts are in the process of raising money to build or buy the shed.  The shed would be used to store, supplies including a bridge and flags the Girl Scouts use for their Bridging Ceremony.  Currently there are two storage sheds in the park, which belong to the Jaycee’s and Boy Scout Pack #93.  The Board advised the Park Committee would consider this request and make a recommendation at a future Board meeting.

c) Tammy Torborg/CUP for Catering Business-Spanky’s Corner – Tammy Torborg appeared before the Board to present a request for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a catering business.  The business would be located in 1,400’ sq. ft. of the Westrum Electric building located on Lot 5, Block 1 Spanky’s Corner.  Her business would offer on-site created, prepacked evening meals, box lunches for gatherings and business meetings, catering for corporate events, graduations and weddings.  For morning customers she will offer fresh 
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baked cookies and rolls.  The current parking facilities will be adequate for customer parking.  The conceptual drawing of the building demonstrated cooking and food preparation facilities and 4 tables for customer seating.  The hours of operation could be as much as 24 hours per day, 7 days per week due to the nature of the business.  She further advised for walk in customers the business would be open 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to recommend approval of the CUP request.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.    

d) Steve Pearson/Variance to Impervious Surface Restrictions-Spanky’s Corner – Steve Pearson appeared before the Board to present a request for a variance to the Shoreland Ordinance to increase the percent of impervious surface coverage to 50%.  Steve Pearson presented a letter drafted to the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office regarding this variance request.  He advised that Zoning Administrator Nancy Riddle indicated to him that a revision to the impervious surface requirements could be made to the County’s Comprehensive Plan next year, when it is updated.  The Board reviewed Township Resolution 2007-19 In Support of Increasing Impervious Surface Coverage in the Plats of Spanky’s Corner and Spanky’s Corner Second Addition.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to recommend approval of the Variance Request; and, to approve Resolution 2007-19 and forward an original copy with the comment form to the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

The Board reviewed Resolution 2007-15 In Support of Increasing Impervious Surface Coverage.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve Resolution 2007-15 as presented.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

e) Other-Meetings-Updates – 

- PERA Rate Increase, Coordinated Plan – Clerk Hayes advised the Board of the Public Employees Retirement Association (PERA) rate increases for employees participating in the coordinated fund effective January 1, 2008.  The rate will increase from 5.75% to 6%.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to implement the contribution rates using the paid (or check) date for the regular pay.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

- Portion of 226th Avenue Vacation Hearing – Clerk Hayes advised that a letter had been sent November 21 to the petitioner advising that an escrow of $250. would be necessary prior to publishing of the notice for the public hearing to consider vacation of a portion of 226th Avenue in Eagle Lake Park.  As of today, the petitioner has not responded to the letter and has not deposited the escrow.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to table publishing of the notice until the escrow is received.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

- Building Expansion Update – Supervisors Hayes and Leslie updated the Board regarding the status of additional insulation in the ceiling of the addition and core filling the exterior wall blocks.  There was discussion regarding the costs and R-value of options.  Un-insulated block with 2”x4” stud walls and insulation would have an R-value of 13.  Adding spray core insulation would increase the R-value to 20 at a cost of approximately $2,200.  There was discussion regarding ceiling insulation, and increasing it from an R-value of 38 to 44.  It was noted that cellulose was listed in the quote to meet percent of recycling product use requirements.  During discussion it was noted that it may be better to increase the insulation 
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and pay this cost up front to save on energy costs later.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to add spray core insulation to the wall blocks; and, to consider additional ceiling insulation when cost estimates are available.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.     

- 2008 Clean Up Day SCORE Grant – Clerk Hayes presented a memorandum and suggested charges from John Exner, Sherburne County Zoning Office regarding 2008 clean up day.  The Board reviewed the memorandum.  There was discussion.  It was noted that although the memo indicates changes will apply beginning in 2008, the County Board of Commissioners has not adopted the recommendations.  The Board directed Clerk Hayes to draft a Resolution advising that the Town Board is not in favor of the proposed changes and wants to see this material properly disposed of and funded with SCORE grant funds.  

- Approval of addendum submission to MPCA for SWPPP – Clerk Hayes presented three pages of additional information requested by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency regarding the Township’s MS4-Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program.  Supervisor Alfords advised that he and Supervisor Leslie reviewed the pages.   The response is patterned from a recommendation made by the MPCA to fulfill the Townships requirements.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to adopted the pages into the Townships MS4-SWPPP and submit them to the MPCA.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.   All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1) 226th Avenue, Eagle Lake Park Update – Supervisor Alfords advised that Treasurer Warneke, Township Engineer, Todd McLouth and himself met on-site on 226th Avenue, Eagle Lake Park to view the proposed alignment for the paving project.  Supervisor Alfords noted that this is not the drainage project requested by Mark and Carol Nierman.  It was noted that the stakes will be reset.  No other activity will take place until spring.   

2) Other-Meetings-Updates - 
-Supervisor Sanford advised that he noticed damage to 193rd Avenue by the contractor installing the sewer line for the Northstar station.  Supervisor Sanford noted approximately 18” of pavement was broken apart from driving heavy machinery over the road.  He requested pylons markers and that the road be patched as a temporary repair.  

-Supervisor Alfords advised that road committee members have met with both snowplowing companies in preparation of the snowplowing season.  TW Hauling have added one truck to their fleet.  An updated contact list has been requested for Township use.  An updated Township contact number letter will be sent to Sherburne County Dispatch.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Other-Meetings-Updates – Chairman Sanford, Supervisor Hayes, Treasurer Warneke, Clerk Hayes and Deputy Clerk Woolard attended the Minnesota Association of Townships Annual Conference November 15 & 16.  Supervisor Hayes represented the Township at the Annual Meeting November 17.  Supervisor Hayes noted that several legislatures, including Senator, Betsy Wergin addressed the group.  Legislators gave updates regarding 
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transportation issues, including a proposal to change sales tax law so that MNDoT doesn’t have to pay sales tax.  Supervisor Hayes noted that when MNDoT pays sales tax, it reallocates funds from a user dedicated fund into the general fund.  In addition, the legislators offered information on their voting records and reasons why they voted they way they did.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Supervisor Leslie advised that application has been made to the TEP panel for a 10’x70’ road through the flood plain and the need to mitigate this with 1,400’ sq. ft. of replacement wetland.  Jen Oknich will present this request to the TEP panel.  An alternative would be installing a boardwalk; however, it is questionable how machinery necessary to do trail work on the other side would be brought through.  Supervisor Leslie will be getting a price quote on the boardwalk.  In regard to trail surface, the park committee is considering a mowed trail only to begin with.  It was further noted that a neighboring property has a storage building encroaching almost entirely on the Township’s property.  Following surveying of the Township property, marking flags were placed near the building.  The neighbor has not called to inquire about the flags.  The Board directed Clerk Hayes to draft a letter to the neighbor and advise him of the situation, and inquire what he may want to do.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

