Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

November 8, 2006


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, November 8, 2006, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 5 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





Jim Sanford, Supervisor






David Quinn, Supervisor





Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 10-11-2006; and, Second Monthly Board Meeting 10-25-2006.  b) Cancel November 22, 2006 2nd Monthly Meeting Due to Lack of Agenda Items.  c) Call for a Joint City/Township Meeting, Tuesday, November 21, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. at Big Lake City Council Chambers; Call Township Board meeting immediately following to consider preliminary/final plat approval of “Cornerstone”.  d) Approve List of Claims received, 85 claims totaling $111,361.91.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK
a.  Great River Energy/ Concept review of Simple Plat-Zebulon Crossing – Rick Heuring, Great River Energy presented plans for the simple plat of Zebulon Crossing.  He gave a summary of plans for the site, which include construction of an electrical distribution substation.  He advised that there is currently a 69,000-volt transmission line in place across the Kenneth and Douglas Warneke property.  A cross line is scheduled to be added which will increase the transmission load from this site.   Great River Energy is a 
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wholesale provider of electricity.  This substation will give Great River Energy the ability to control distribution lines and open and close circuits.  This substation will provide power to Elk River Municipal.  It was noted that the property currently has gas transmission lines running through it too.  This facility will pay approximately 25% of its property tax to Big Lake Township.  The property is currently zoned agricultural.

Comments from the Town Board were noted and will be forwarded to the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office as follows:  1) Township Engineer comments indicate no issues to this plat.  2) County Public Works will review and give direction to access.  3) This will be a breaker station, which would allow a reliable source of power for the area.  4) Growth will require upgrades to transmission lines, this station would help accommodate future improvements.  5) Area will be designed to avoid wind erosion around the station.  5) No zoning changes are required.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend approval of the concept plan of Zebulon Crossing for Great River Energy.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 

b.  Reaffirm Township Approval of Septic System Crossing Township Road for Chase Michael Homes Corp. in Birch Lake Beach – Dorothy McGuiggan appeared before the Board on behalf of Chase Michael Homes Corp. to request affirmation that Big Lake Township still approves of the septic system design and crossing 159th Street with a 2” pressure line.  Comments from the Town Board were noted and will be forwarded to the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office as follows:  1) Big Lake Township is not opposed to the septic plans as previously presented.  2) The Township has not taken any action on any new variance requests until legal actions are resolved and it is determined that a new variance request meets requirements of all ordinances and policies.      
c.  Other – Updates – Meetings – 

- It was noted by Dorothy McGuiggan that the Birch Lake Parking area needs to be patrolled for litter pick up at least weekly, more would be better, and it needs to be done all year long.  Clerk Hayes will confirm with Sentence to Service (STS) that the area is being picked up weekly, year round.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Riverside Addition Drainage Cost Information – Township Engineer, Terry Herman presented his November 8, 2006 review letter regarding Riverside Addition drainage issues.  He noted that the houses in the 1986 development were constructed 1’ foot below the water table.  There was discussion.  It was noted that construction of an emergency overflow and deepening of the 151st Street road ditch and culvert would not solve the ground water problem.  It was determined that Clerk Hayes and Supervisor Alfords should draft a letter to Riverside residents affected by this project.  The residents should be offered an opportunity to meet with Township officials and should be advised that they will be assessed for the cost of the project if they choose to proceed.     
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2.  Contract Amendment #1 2006 Road Improvements – Township Engineer, Terry Herman presented the 2006 Road Improvement Contract Amendment #1 to the Town Board.  The necessity for the amendment was read.  The cost addition to the contract is $7,318.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the long-term solution and accept amendment #1 to the 2006 Road Improvements at a cost of $7,318.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

3.  Other – Updates – Meetings – Chairman Petersen advised that he will be attending the Sherburne County Long-Range Transportation Plan TAC meeting on Nov. 15, at 1:30 p.m. at Elk River City Hall.  
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Northstar – Chairman Petersen advised that final approval to all perpetual contracts including Burlington Northern Santa Fe for use of the rail track had been approved at the last meeting.    

2.  Long Range Planning – Chairman Petersen distributed a model resolution to establish an Orderly Annexation Agreement (OAA) between the City and the Township.  This will be placed on the December 13, 2006 agenda for discussion.  It was noted that the OAA should contain only properties that owners are willing to sign off that they will want to annex into the City of Big Lake in the future.  A model Joint Powers Agreement for the provision of planning and zoning between the City and Township was also presented to the Board.  This will be placed on the December 13, 2006 agenda for discussion.  

3.  Other – Updates – Meetings – Chairman Petersen Called the November 21, 2006 Joint City and Township Board meeting at the City of Big Lake at 6:30 p.m. for the purpose of discussing Joint Long Range Planning and possibly discussion of an OAA in the County Road 11 area.  This meeting will be followed by a short Big Lake Township Meeting to act on the plat of “Cornerstone”.

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - The Cash Balance Statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $1,763,106.86 and escrow accounts of $134,526.67 totaling  $1,897,633.53.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  Treasurer Warneke noted that the deficit in the Fire District #1 fund would be resolved when the second tax collection is received in December 2006.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

b) 2007 Proposed Tax Rates and Tax Capacity – Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 2007 proposed tax rates and tax capacities with the Board.  
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OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

There was discussion regarding the Green Legacy Grant available from Sherburne County for new construction projects utilizing at least 25% post-consumer waste construction materials.  Supervisor Leslie, Supervisor Quinn and Clerk Hayes will work on and prepare a recommendation.  The deadline for applications is April 2007.  At least two other Townships have major projects that they will most likely seek funds for.  Santiago Township and Palmer Township are planning for the construction of fire halls.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk 
