Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

December 8, 2004


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, December 8, 2004, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 4 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 





Laura Hayes, Clerk

Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk was not present.  She was attending the City of Big Lake Council Meeting and Public Hearing for a request to annex the John and Janice Weston property north of the Elk River as a representative of the Township.  

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 11-10-04.  b) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received.  c) Designate the Big Lake Town Hall as Absentee Voting Site for March 8, 2005 Town Election.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Bogart/Pederson & Assoc. Inc./Review of Concept Plan, Former Grossman Property - Chris Flor and a representative from Bogart Pederson appeared before the Town Board to present a 15-lot office park concept plan for comment prior to preliminary design of the park.  The property is approximately 16 acres and is zoned commercial/industrial.  It is adjacent to St. Joseph’s Equipment north of TH10.  The office park and St. Joseph Equipment would share a driveway.  There was brief discussion regarding the City of Big Lake’s Comprehensive Plan Amendments and its possible effect on this concept plan.  
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It was noted that the proposed 30,000 sq. ft. lots meet the County’s required lot size for commercial platting.  The Board noted that some businesses might require lots larger than 30,000 for building and proposed alternatives such as developing the property in phases or crating a larger outlot to accommodate future lot changes.  Comments were made by the Board regarding the proposed road layout.   No action was taken by the Board.  

b) Resolution of Support for Excel Energy Independent Spent Fuel Storage Installation (ISFSI) Plan – A copy of Resolution 2004-12 was given to all Board members for review.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve Resolution 2004-12 supporting the license renewal to continue operations at the Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant; and, construction of ISFSI at the plant site.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

c) Resolution Annexing Land to the City of Big Lake Under an OAA for Dynamics Land Co. – Resolution 2004-13 approving the orderly annexation of .44 acres on 172nd Street south of TH10, formerly owned by Carol Davis was presented to the Board.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve Resolution 2004-13 A Resolution Annexing Land to the City of Big Lake Under an Orderly Annexation Agreement for Dynamics Design & Land Company.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.    

d) Appointment of Representative & Alternate to Sherburne County Planning Advisory Board – Supervisor Alfords motioned to reappoint John Norgren as Representative for Big Lake Township to the Sherburne County Planning Advisory Board; and, to reappoint Ewald Petersen as alternate.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

e) Approve Quote for Additional Insulation in Ceiling of Town Hall – Quotes received from Big Lake Lumber and Insultech for cellulose insulation to be blown into the attic of the Town Hall were reviewed.  During installation of the new furnace it was noted that the cold air returns are exposed in the attic due to settling of the cellulose insulation.  There was brief discussion regarding use of blown in fiberglass or rolled fiberglass in the attic rather than cellulose.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to have Big Lumber install blown fiberglass, to create an R-44 insulation value, up to a cost of $2,000.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

f) Call Joint Meeting of Township, City, County and School District 727 – Chairman Petersen called the Joint Meeting of the Township, City, County and School District 727 to be held on February 2, 2005 at the Big Lake City Council Chambers at 7:00 p.m.  

g) Discuss Status of Recycling Operation/Set Schedule – Clerk Hayes advised that it was nearing time to mail another newsletter and inquired if a recycling schedule should be included.  There was brief discussion.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to continue the recycling schedule through April 30, 2005.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
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h) Big Lake Fire Department – Fire Chief, Kevin Peterson advised that a $2,500. grant has been received from Centerpoint Energy.  The fire department is eligible to apply for the grant annually up to it maximum of $2,500.  The 3rd Quarter Fire Report was received and given to all Board Members at the November Meeting.     

1) Approve Quote of $30,950. For Architect Drawings for BLFD Expansion – Fire 

Chief, Kevin Peterson presented a summary of the professional services fee proposal for the drafting of bid ready plans for the expansion of the Big Lake Fire Department Building.  Three different scenarios will be represented in the plans.  The Township will be responsible for half of the cost of the plans, which is $15,475.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to hire the architect and approve the quote of $30,950. for creation of architect drawings.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 

2) Appointment of Kevin Peterson as Fire Chief for a Two-year Term - Fire Chief, Kevin Peterson advised that the Fire Department Members have recommended reappointment of himself for a two year term as fire chief beginning January 1, 2005.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve Kevin Peterson as fire chief as recommended by his fellow firemen.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The new Assistant Chief is Randy Miller.  Captains are Sam Olson, Paul Nemes and Ken Halvorson. 

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1) Review of Green Infrastructure Workshop Held November 10, 2004 – Supervisor Alfords attended this meeting and gave a brief review of the discussion.  The workshop was sponsored by the Conservation Fund with financial support from several other groups.  The sponsors are trying to develop corridors of greenspace for wildlife and paths.  Where wildlife gathers, they want to get open space donated.  This appears to be very similar to the current trail system program and could be effective if the County approves this part of the PUD.

2)  Storm Water Management Meeting Held December 7, 2004 – Supervisor Alfords attended this meeting and gave a brief review of the discussion.  Topics discussed included the preplanning of projects to be in compliance and obtain National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits for projects.  The meeting also addressed the relationship between land use, non-point source pollution, and natural resource protection.  A speaker from the Minnesota Erosion Control Association presented information about project Non-point source pollution Education for Municipal Officials (NEMO).  One of the goals of NEMO is to eliminate ponds that collect phosphates.  
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3) Other – Updates – Meetings – A letter copied to the Township from Mark Basiletti 

from Sherburne County Soil and Water Conservation District to the City of Big Lake was given to all Board Members.  The letter was in response to a request for annexation of 46.4 acres west of County Road 5 into the City of Big Lake from John and Janice Weston.  A public hearing to consider this annexation request was held by the City of Big Lake tonight.  John Norgren and several interested Township residents attended this meeting.  Upon closing of the hearing and a vote to deny the annexation request by a vote of 5 to 0, John Norgen came to the Town Board Meeting to advise the Board of the outcome of the hearing.   

- The Road Committee advised that the township will do winter maintenance of the roads in Black Cherry Preserve.  At least one house is under construction in that development.  Steve Pearson will do winter maintenance in the plat of Buckshot Hollow.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Other – Updates – Meetings – Chairman Petersen advised that engineering contracts are ready to go for the final design for the Northstar Corridor.  Negotiations with Burlington Northern Santa Fe are moving along.  No final decision has been made regarding the maintenance facility site or addition to the park and ride lot.  The City of Big Lake objected to the maintenance facility being considered at County Road 43 and requested that it be moved further east on the south side of the tracks.  Negotiations on the stations will begin pending legislative action.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds and the Cash balance statement.  Total government funds are $1,932,831.04 and escrow accounts of $166,068.16 totaling $2,098,899.20.  A wire transfer of the October/November Property Tax Settlement has been received in the amount of $383,000.   At the request of the Board, interim financial reports for all of the government have been provided in tonight’s packet of financial information.  Claims erroneously paid out of the road and bridge overlay fund have been changed to reflect proper payment out of the grading fund. Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

b) Approval of Release of Escrow Funds for Manchester Oaks, Pine Grove Estates, Black Cherry Preserve - Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve release of the escrow funds as presented by Treasurer Warneke.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
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c) Approval to Pay Bills Received Following the December Regular Meeting, Prior to December 31, 2004 – Treasurer Warneke recommended paying bills received after tonight’s meeting prior the end of the year for purposes of making a cleaner end of year audit.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to pay non-controversial bills as approved by the Treasurer. Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

d) Approve Write Off of Trails End II Escrow Fund  - Treasurer Warneke advised that the developer had walked away from this project, leaving $365. In engineering fees to be paid by the township.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to put this in a ledger for future development if the developer returns to the township for another project; and, to write off Trails End II as uncollectable.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Supervisor Alfords motioned to appoint Attorney Peter Tiede as an attorney approved by the township to draft any legal documents the township may need between now and the next Reorganizational Meeting in March 2005.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.    

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

