Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes




December 12, 2007 

TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, December 12, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 11 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Chairman 





Bob Hofer, Supervisor 

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer

Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 11-14-07; and, Second Monthly Meeting 11-28-07.  b) Designate Big Lake Town Clerk’s Office as location for Absentee Voting for March 11, 2008 Election.  c) Approve List of Claims (Disbursement List will be Received at Meeting).  d) Approve to pay balance of 2007 bills received after 12-12-07 meeting prior to Dec. 31, 2007.  e) Call January 10, 2008 Joint Meeting at City of Big Lake Council Chambers.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried. 

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Gerald Kritzeck, County Assessor & Jeanne Henderson, Agricultural Appraiser/Changes Affecting Some Agriculturally Zoned Properties – Sherburne County Assessor Gerald Kritzeck and Agricultural Appraiser, Jeanne Henderson presented information regarding changes affecting some agriculturally zoned property.  The changes are necessary to comply with Minnesota Department of Revenue requirements 
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that must be fully implemented by 2009.  Jeanne Henderson advised that from October 23 to October 29, 80 property owners in Big Lake Township received letters regarding the agricultural to residential classification change.  She advised that 10-acre parcels, with no improvements, remained classified as agricultural.  The average tax increase for a 10-acre parcel with only the house and garage for improvements will be approximately $700.  The average tax increase for a 10-acre parcel with house/garage and a pole building will be approximately $1,000.  The average tax increase for a 10-acre parcel with house/garage, pole building and on the green acre program will be approximately $1,200.  It was noted that parcels with improvements such as a pole building and/or detached garages will have the greatest increase because those improvements will go from the agricultural rate of .55% to the residential rate of 1.00%.  Jeanne presented a copy of the letter sent to the 80 property owners.  The letter advised that in order to continue to qualify for the agricultural classification, the owner must have at least 10-acres that are being used agriculturally, over and above sites for buildings.  The letter further advised that the property would be classified as residential, because it falls into one of the following three categories 1) Parcels comprised of 10-acres where one of the 10 acres is serving as a site for a house and garage.  2) Properties comprised of eleven acres where one of the eleven acres is serving as a site for a house and garage and another acres is serving as a site for other buildings.  3) Properties comprised of twelve acres where one of the twelve acres is serving as a site for a house and garage and two other acres are serving as sites for other buildings.  In each of the above examples, the primary use of the subject property was deemed to be residential, not agricultural.  The property owners were notified that the change to their property classification will take effect with the assessment of 2008 for taxes payable in 2009.  

Gerald Kritzeck advised the Board that the “Green Acres” tax rate will increase in 2008.  The State of Minnesota has taken over the process for calculating the tax rate in this classification for the purpose of standardizing the base value.  The State used sales from 2006 to 2007 in five Southwestern Minnesota counties to arrive at the base value of $3,000. per acre.  The counties of Rock, Nobles, Pipestone, Murray and Lyon were used because the agricultural property was deemed untainted by development pressure.  Jeanne Henderson advised that land categorized as “tillable” at $1,600. per acre in 2007, will be $2,250. in 2008.  “Productive/non-tillable” which is pasture and woods was $900. will be $1,125. and “non-productive/non-tillable” was $500. will be $550.       

b) Approve Fire Protection Agreement with Town of Big Lake, City of Big Lake & Orrock Township - At the November 14 Town Board Meeting, the Board approved to submit the 5-year fire contract to Orrock Township for their consideration.  Chairman Sanford advised that Orrock Township has accepted the terms of the agreement; and, the City of Big Lake has adopted it.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to adopt the 5-year fire protection agreement between the Town of Big Lake, City of Big Lake and Orrock Township.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.

c) Encroachment on Township Property/Proposal of Quit Claim to Resolve Issue - A letter has been sent to the owner of 2.95 acres of property located adjacent to the Township property at 21960 County Road 5 regarding encroachment of a storage 
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building.  No response has been received to date.  There was brief discussion regarding if any action should be initiated by the Township to resolve this issue.  It was noted that the Township could quit claim the property that the building is on to the neighbor.  There was discussion regarding the amount of property involved.  The Board determined that it was not a critical issue.  It was further noted that the situation would be noticed during title review if the owner sells the property and would have to be resolved before it could be sold.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to take no action on this issue at this time.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.      

d) Steve Pearson/2-Year Extension of Knick Knack Knoll Preliminary Plat of Outlots A & B Consisting of 11 lots - It was noted that this is the first request for extension of the plat.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve a 2-year extension of Knick Knack Knoll consisting of 11 lots located in Outlots A & B of the Preliminary Plat.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.   

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

-Clerk Hayes advised only two calls have been received regarding scraped sod after snowplowing; and, one call was received thanking TW Hauling for doing good work.  

-John Norgren requested that the snow be pushed to the side of the center feature, not on top of it; and, that the section of old County Road 14 in front of the cemetery be plowed out on both ends entirely to allow for winter funeral parking.

-Todd McLouth advised that the termination form for the General Stormwater Permit for Construction Activity for 2007 Road Improvements on 205th Avenue has been received and can be signed by the Chairman as requested by Knife River.    

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Update Joint Powers Agreement and Expansion of Industrial Park East - Chairman Sanford advised that the Township’s Attorney, Peter Tiede and the City of Big Lake Attorney, John Kelly are continuing to work on finalizing the Joint Powers Agreement and a lease-purchase agreement for expansion of Industrial Park East.  It was noted that the closing will most likely occur prior to the Board’s next meeting; therefore, Supervisor Leslie motioned to authorize the Township EDA members; Chairman, Jim Sanford and Supervisor, Norm Leslie to enter into a Joint Powers Agreement similar to the one presented to the Town Board of Supervisors during their meeting on 12-12-07, with such adjustments as they, the Township Attorney and the City of Big Lake may agree to and find appropriate; and, contingent upon agreement of financing of the project.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.   

2) Other – Updates – Meetings – 

-Chairman Sanford advised that he attended the signing of the full funding grant agreement for the Northstar Commuter Rail at the Anoka County Government Center.  
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The grant guarantees $156.8 million of federal funds that will pay almost half of the commuter rail project costs.  Signing of the agreement releases $97.5 million in state bonding money approved by the Minnesota legislature.  Sherburne County will be participating with $8 million towards funding.  Initial fare estimates for a one-way ticket from Big Lake to Downtown Minneapolis are $6.  

-Chairman Sanford advised that the EDA met last night.  There are additional prospects for the industrial park including a business looking for heavy industrial zoning and a couple of businesses looking for rail frontage.  There was lengthy discussion regarding the 32-unit hotel prospect for Big Lake Marketplace requesting a 20-year tax abatement.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

Monthly Report – Treasurer Warneke reviewed the Cash Balance Statement.  Total government funds are $2,733,570.73 and escrow accounts of $54,836.12 totaling $2,788,406.85.  Treasurer Warneke advised State Aid money should be coming before the end of the year; and, the City of Big Lake stills owes the Township the second half of property tax for Remmelle and Industrial Park East.  Treasurer Warneke noted that the progress payment on the Town Hall Expansion and miscellaneous end of year bills will be paid before December 31 as approved under the consent agenda.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the receipts and disbursements in the 101,102,103, 402 and 403 funds.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the Treasurers report as given.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

2007 Budget Revision – Treasurer Warneke noted that the 2007 Road Fund 102 was set at $830,000.  Upon review of receipts and disbursements to date and after adjustments to line items within the 102 fund it is recommended that the Road Fund budget be increased to $1,025,000. in disbursements.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the 102-budget revision as proposed.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

