Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

December 13, 2006


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, December 13, 2006, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 12 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





Jim Sanford, Supervisor






David Quinn, Supervisor





Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve consent agenda items a.  Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 11-8-2006; and, Special Board Meeting 11-21-2006.  b.    Approve response to ION Media Networks Request for Community Issues.  c.  Call for a Joint City, Township, County & School District Meeting, Wednesday, January 11, 2006 at 6:30 p.m. at Big Lake City Hall.  d.  Approve Resolution 2006-21 Supporting a Joint Partnership with Big Lake School District 727, Big Lake Township and Sherburne County and to apply for the Safe Routes to School Program Grant – 2nd Solicitation.  e.  Approve Ewald Petersen’s attendance to the January 2007 NCDA Meeting.  f.   Recommend approval of the Sherburne County Proposed Amendment to Section 11, subd. 1 (6C3) of the Subdivision Ordinance (Alternative Developable Standards).  g.    Approval Revised Quit Claim Deed for the purpose of Combining the PID’s of both Fire Station Property Parcels.  h.    PERA Contribution Rate Increase – Approve Implementation of the contribution rates using the paid (or check) date for the regular pay. i.  Approve List of Claims (Disbursement List will be Received at Meeting) and payroll, 40 claims totaling $50,519.54.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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OPEN FORUM

Glenn Furman, Minnesota Limited, 14485 Northdale Blvd, Rogers, MN  55374 appeared before the Board to request clarification of responsibilities in regard to construction of an access at County Road 17 (former 200th Street) and U. S. Highway 25; and, to request Township approval of the site plans submitted to MNDoT for construction of the entrance.  There was brief discussion regarding Minnesota Limited/Nordic Land Co. LLC responsibilities, which include construction of a 500’ right turn lane on Highway 25, and, construction of a 100’ driveway to Township Road Standards.  It was noted that this is a driveway access only, not a Township road, and will not be a road until such time that Minnesota Limited/Nordic Land Co. LLC develops the property or that adjacent parcels are approved for development.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the plans for an access at County Road 17 (former 200th Street) and U. S. Highway 25 as submitted to MNDoT.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

Larry Maron, 19075 146th Street, Camp Cozy, Big Lake Township appeared before the Board to inquire who owns or is responsible for the maintenance of two-48” culverts and a 60’x200’ strip of land adjacent to his property.  He inquired if the Township owns the culverts, if there are maintenance and repair plans in place.  Chairman Petersen advised that the Township would look into who owns the property.  Supervisor Sanford noted that the process to give clear title to the property might require a quiet title action.  Treasurer Warneke noted that the property may have been part of the amusement park that was there in the 1930’s.

Bill Baker, 22171 156th Street, Birch Lake Beach, Big Lake Township appeared before the Board to advise that the property owner has plugged the driveway culvert at 22167 156th Street.  The culvert directs water through the public road ditch, then into Birch Lake.  Plugging the culvert causes neighboring properties to flood.  It was noted that John Norgren and Supervisor Alfords talked to the property owner at 22167 156th Street last spring about keeping the culvert clean.  Clerk Hayes was directed to send a letter to the property owner requesting that he clean and maintain the culvert to allow water to flow through it.  There was brief discussion regarding parking on the street.  It was noted that this is against the law and long-term parking should be reported to the Sheriff’s Department.  

Dale Nord, 15265 209th Avenue, Nord Estates, Big Lake Township appeared before the Board to inquire if the Township would support his request if he applied for a CUP for a Home Business in an Accessory Building to operate his excavating business.  It was noted that CUP’s for Home Businesses do not typically allow outside storage; and, if they do, it is very specific as to what may be kept outside.  Mr. Nord advised that he has only two pieces of equipment outside, a skid loader and a mini excavator.  It was noted that this is a 28-acre parcel of property within the Nord Estates development.  John Norgren noted that the property is well screened.  The Board advised that they would be supportive of Mr. Nord applying for a CUP for a Home Business in an Accessory Building.       

Regular Monthly Board Meeting

December 13, 2006


Page 3

Sergeant Steve Doran, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department appeared before the Board to discuss item 7a3) Communication with Sheriff’s Office Re: Road Hazards.  Sergeant Doran advised that on December 10, 2006 there were two accidents, at 2:21 p.m. and 3:38 p.m., on 201st Avenue West of County Road 15.  The temperature was 44 degrees and the humidity was high.  The road surface was shaded in several areas.  The Township and Board members have since received several calls in regard to the second accident occurring that day on 201st Avenue.  The resident believes that the accident is a result of the road surface and has complained that the Township didn’t monitor the road surface conditions well enough; and, that the Sheriff’s Office didn’t take adequate action in contacting the Township to put salt/sand on the road surface.  Treasurer Warneke advised that he had concerns about Township contact numbers getting to the dispatchers so they can expeditiously respond to road hazards and forward calls to Township Supervisors and contractors when necessary.   A letter has been sent to the Sheriff’s Office Dispatch with contact phone numbers for the 2006-2007 snowplowing season.       
BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK
a.  Steve Pearson “Spanky’s Corner”/Preliminary Plat Discussion & Consideration of Zoning Amendments and CUP Request for Spanky’s Corner - Steve Pearson appeared before the Town Board to request a Conditional Use Permit for a school bus service in a commercial district and to expand business up to 3 additional buildings while keeping impervious surface below 25%.  Comments from the Town Board were noted and will be forwarded to the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office as follow:  1) County Highway Engineer had questions about drainage easements which have been answered by Town Engineer and is not opposed by developer.  2) Developer has applied for a CUP for a bus garage (which has County approval to amend the Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance allowing bus garage in commercial zone).  3) County also approved change in zoning from Industrial to Commercial.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend approval of the CUP as applied for to Sherburne County Planning & Zoning.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.   

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve amendment to the Sherburne County Zoning Map to rezone the plat of Spanky’s Corner and the Travis Pearson property,  PID#’s 10-324-3100, 10-324-3110, 10-324-3203, and 10-324-3202 from an Industrial District to a Commercial District with no conditions.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor. The motion carried.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve amendment to the Sherburne County Zoning Ordinance to allow School Bus Garages as a Conditional Use Permit in the Commercial District with no conditions.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
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BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Riverside Addition Drainage – Response to Letter Sent – Nine letters were sent to affected property owners in the Riverside Addition.  Five of the property owners are interested in attending a meeting to discuss.  Clerk Hayes will work with Township Engineer, Terry Herman to schedule a meeting with residents at the Town Hall. 

2.  Dean Clough “Camp Cozy” Snow Plowing – Dean Clough, 19070 146th Street NW, Camp Cozy, Big Lake Township appeared before the Board to discuss snowplowing concerns.  Mr. Clough inquired if the snowplowing company could plow snow 30’ farther down 146th Street and deposit it towards the woods.  He noted that the piled snow has damaged a pine tree and that the grass along the road has been dug up approximately 1’ in from the pavement.  There was discussion regarding where the right of way is located.  It was noted the damaged grass and pine tree are both located in the right of way.  Supervisor Alfords advised that the Township Engineer has surveyed the road & right of way; and, located and marked the irons.  It was noted that the snowplow operator will be contacted regarding what can be done to avoid scraping so much of the grass.  It was further noted that if the pine tree can’t be pruned enough to avoid damaging it with the piled snow, it may need to be removed.       

3.  Communication with Sheriff’s Office Re: Road Hazards – Discussed under Open Forum.

4.  Sunrise Acres Acceptance of Roads – Supervisor Alfords motioned to accept the roads in Sunrise Acres.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor. The motion carried.

5.  Big Lake Township MS4 Review – Supervisor Alfords reviewed the cover letter, 36- page MS4-Best Management Practices (BMP) and 14 items the Township and Clerk’s Office will need to implement to be compliant with the BMP’s that the Township is proposing to submit.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to submit the report as presented and implement the 14 items actions presented.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor. The motion carried.  
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Northstar – Chairman Petersen advised that at the last Northstar Corridor Development Authority (NCDA) meeting there were several contracts that were renewed and extended to get train service into operation.  The NCDA is in the process of making a full funding application (FFGA) to the Federal Transit Authority.  The NCDA continues to work toward securing full funding from the State, Federal and Local government.  June 1, 2007 is the anticipated beginning construction date.      
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2.  EDA – Chairman Petersen announced that January 22 is the next EDA meeting date.  A counter offer has been received from Bruggeman Builder’s regarding the purchase of additional industrial park property.  A counter/counter offer will be prepared and offered by the EDA.  The EDA will also consider other properties in other areas. 

3.  Fire Board Report – Chairman Petersen advised that the Fire Chief and Fred Patch, Project Manager are working on the acquisition of office furniture.  An agreement has been made with Connections Etc. for computers and phones.  There was discussion regarding the painting of an additional truck bay and upgrading the paint to be used on the floor.  The project is 1.6% under budget and should be finished by late December 2006.    

4.  DNR Rule Changes for Scenic & Recreational Area – Chairman Petersen advised that the DNR has proposed to make changes to the rules that affect the Mississippi River Wild & Scenic District in Sherburne County.  Most of the parcels affected are located in Haven & Big Lake Township.  39 parcels or parts of parcels in Sherburne County are affected.  Haven Township has drafted a proposed resolution in response to the DNR’s proposed changes.  A copy of the resolution was given to each Board member for review.  The DNR will be accepting comments on the proposed changes until January 11, 2007.  The Township may be asked for comments.  Sherburne County Zoning Administrator, Nancy Riddle will be preparing a response letter to the DNR, which will include County Board of Commissioner comments to the DNR.      

5.  Joint Planning & OAA Update – Chairman Petersen noted that a response letter regarding the proposed Joint Planning Agreement has been received from Township Attorney, Peter Tiede.  It was noted that the City of Big Lake received a very similar letter from the Sherburne County Attorney’s Office citing very similar concerns that Peter Tiede noted in his letter.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to have Peter Tiede redraft the agreement specifying that the board is a planning group only, with no power to adopt policy.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  It was noted that the board would be a recommending body only.  The Town Board's goal is to have a document that the County will be able to accept and work with the Township under; and, that will also be a document that will satisfy the City of Big Lake’s intentions.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - The Cash Balance Statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $2,192,253.08 and escrow accounts of $132,266.23 totaling  $2,324,519.31.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  Treasurer Warneke noted that the 2nd half of the property taxes have been received and are shown on the financial reports.  It was noted that interest currently shown in the 101 fund will be allocated among the government funds after the December interest statements are received.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

a) Metro Conservation Corridor Meeting/Supervisor Quinn – Supervisor Quinn advised that there was discussion regarding redesigning the map that designates priority areas for conservation.  This was last done in 2002.  The only area in Big Lake Township is located near the County Road 14/15 overpass on TH10.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Alfords to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk 
