Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

February 13, 2008


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, February 13, 2008, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 10 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Bob Hofer, Supervisor 

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda as presented.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda.    

PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE PARTIAL VACATION OF 226TH AVENUE, EAGLE LAKE PARK, BIG LAKETOWNSHIP, SHERBURNE COUNTY, MINNESOTA.

Chairman Sanford opened the Public Hearing at 7:03 p.m.  

Clerk Hayes presented the affidavit of mailing, affidavits of posting, and a copy of the legal notice that appeared in the West Sherburne Tribune.  Joe Deantoni, 18840 225th Avenue appeared before the Board to present information and photographs regarding the specific portion of 226th Avenue he and fellow petitioners are requesting to have vacated.  Clerk Hayes read a letter received from petitioners Tom and Linda Roof, 18833 225th Avenue.  They are unable to attend tonight’s public hearing; therefore they submitted a statement of position advising they are in adamant support of the vacation.  Joe Deantoni presented Minnesota State Statute 505.14 noting that under this statute, if 

the street or a portion of it is useless for the purpose for which it was laid out; it can be considered for vacation.  He noted that the street had not been maintained as a street 
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for at least the past 40 years; that all of the property owners have access to their property from 225th Avenue; and, that the street has essentially been vacated by allowing residents to put structures in the right-of-way.  Joe Deantoni further noted that a portion of the west of 226th Avenue, formerly known as Clark Street, was vacated many years ago, however was unable to locate documents to verify the vacation.  John Norgren verified that he was the Town Clerk at that time and that a portion of Clark Street was vacated by the Township.  Lee Robideau, 18833 225th Avenue advised that all petitioners own property on both sides of the road (226th Avenue) and, several of them have septic systems and garages on these adjacent properties.  Lee Robideau advised that he enters his property on shared driveway with Scott Roof and receives his mail from 225th Avenue.  He noted that although residents in the area own 2 or more lots, several with lots extending from 225th Avenue to Eagle Lake building codes and setback requirements limit what they can build on their property.  Jolene Robideau, 18859 225th Avenue, reiterated problems meeting building codes and setback requirements for property improvements.    John Norgren noted that vacating this portion of 226th Avenue would eliminate the need to get a variance for some property improvements.  

No other requests to be heard during the public hearing were presented.  The public hearing closed at 7:18 p.m.

Treasurer  Warneke advised that he and Supervisor Alfords viewed the property last fall when reviewing and preparing to seek quotes for paving on the East end of 226th Avenue.  He verified that the Township does not maintain or use this portion of 226th Avenue.  He further noted that if this portion of the 226th Avenue right-of-way were vacated,  it should be contingent upon all landowner’s signing an easement preserving the designated utility easement.  He further noted that the plat should be closely reviewed to confirm that the vacation would not land lock any properties.  

Township Engineer, Todd McLouth noted concern that unless the property owners give each other easements, nine of the properties would not have legal access.  A map of the area was presented to the Board by Todd McLouth.  The Board and petitioners reviewed the map with the Township Engineer.  Todd McLouth also noted concern regarding the ability of emergency vehicles accessing the area.  

Chairman Sanford inquired about including a pedestrian easement within the utility easement for access to the lake .  It was determined that because some of the buildings and home are so close to the right-of-way, it could cause nuisance and safety issues.  It was determined that 225th Avenue provides an adequate walking access to the lake.  

The Board requested the property owners combine their property identification numbers (PID’s) to avoid future land lock problems.  The residents were directed to work with the Sherburne County Auditor/Property Tax Office to get their properties combined under one PID.   
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The Board reviewed the findings of fact for considering this vacation request.  1)  The plat was created in the 1920’s with small lots.  2)  These small lots create issues when 

trying to comply with current building and zoning codes.  3)  All of the properties involved are addressed and accessed from 225th Avenue.  

Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the vacation request contingent upon the property owners combining their PID’s and creation and preservation of a utility easement in the 226th Avenue right-of-way.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor. The motion carried.  

Clerk Hayes advised that $250. had been placed in escrow with the Township.  The cost of publishing the public hearing notice will be paid from this escrow, in addition to the cost of preparing a legal description for the road order; and, $46.00 to record the road order.  The petitioners were advised that they are responsible for costs above the $250. already received.  Township Engineer, Todd McLouth was advised that he will need to draft the legal description of the vacated right-of-way and utility easement.  

CONTINUATION OF THE MEETING ACCORDING TO APPROVED AGENDA

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items: a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 1-9-08; Second Monthly Board Meeting 1-23-08; and, Joint Meeting of BL City, BL Township, Orrock, ISD 727,County, Monticello 1-10-08.  b) Cancel Second Monthly (rescheduled) Meeting, February 25, 2008 -Due to Lack of Agenda Items.  c) Appointment of Election Judges for March 11, 2008 Township Election.  d) Approve Soil & Water Conservation District Representation Compensation;  Sherburne County to pay $30. Per SWCD By-Laws, Big Lake Township to pay remaining $45. of meeting rate.  e) Call Local Board of Appeal and Equalization to be held Thursday, April 3, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.  f) Approve Storage Building Placement and Lease Agreement.  g) Approve List of Claims (Disbursement List will be Received at Meeting).   Supervisor Hayes seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a)  Tammy Torborg/CUP for Catering Business-Spanky’s Corner -  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve a C.U.P. for a catering business in an existing building, as requested by Tammy Torborg; as recommended by the Planning Commission; and, as approved by the County Board of Commissioners with the following conditions: 1. Business owner may use the facility for cooking operations 24 hrs a day, seven days a week.   2. Seating allowed for no more than 20 customers. There must be at least 2 parking spaces for each table.   3. Public restrooms must be available for customers.   4. Applicant must obtain all required licenses for food sales.   5. Prior to a building permit being issued for reconstruction the following will need to be added to existing septic.   a. Water meter or flow rate meter.  b. Grease trap in kitchen.  c. 1,650 gallon split tank for cooling down the water in the tanks.  d. A filter in the outlet of the new tank.  6. The findings in Sec 18, Subd 5, Item 3 have been made.   Supervisor Hayes seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor.  The motion carried. 
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b) John Hunt, Friends of the Library/Library Updates & Relocation Proposal – John Hunt appeared before the Board to review the tour taken at the former Options building on Minnesota Avenue; and, to update the Board on action taken by the City of Big Lake at their meeting tonight.  John Hunt advised that City staff was directed by the City Council to gather information regarding purchasing the building and to evaluate the financial aspect of acting on this expansion opportunity for the library.   John Hunt advised that the City is also considering moving the Senior Center and Food Shelf to this location.  Currently the food shelf offers services to 1,200 families.  The Friends of the Library are asking the Township to consider participation with the City when the financial information becomes available.  Currently, the library facility is approximately 1,900 sq. ft.  The south leg of the building is approximately 7,000 sq. ft. not including the loading docks, which is part of the area the food shelf would use.  The total building footage is 15,000 sq. ft.  John Weicht is the owner of the building and is interested in keeping the building and leasing it on a 5 year lease, to the City.  Retaining ownership of the building would keep it on the tax rolls rather than turn it into a government building.  The Town Board advised that they support the efforts of the Friends of the Library and the possibility of expansion.     

c) Jim Hauer, KWPH/update on Town Hall Building Project – Jim Hauer appeared before the Board to give an update on the Town Hall Expansion.  He presented an estimated building project summary indicating that the project has exceeded the minimum requirement of 25% qualifying materials by reaching 31%.  It was noted that the room divider wall may not be installed by the time the offices are ready to be moved into.  Clerk Hayes advised that when the divider wall is installed it will be serving as a wall more often than it is folded back.  Clerk Hayes noted that the hall and the new Board room are already rented by two separate groups on the second Thursday of each month, starting in March.  Supervisor Leslie advised that the Lion’s Club will take out the service counter window in the current Deputy Clerk’s Office and replace it with a door.  KWPH will seal off the doorway between the current Clerk’s Office and Deputy Clerk’s Office.  

1) Soffit & Facia – The Board advised they will review in March or April and make a determination at that time.

2) Gable Finishing – The Board directed KWPH to proceed with installing Hardy Board shakes on the gable end of the hall expansion.  They will review the other end of the building in March or April.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1. Review Quotations Received for 226th Avenue Road Paving Project -  Township Engineer, Todd McLouth reviewed the four quotes received for the 226th Avenue Improvement Project.  The low quote was received from Rum River Contracting Company in the amount of $15,603.90.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to award the project to Rum River Contracting in the amount of $15,603.90.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.     

2.  Other-Updates-Meetings - 

205th Avenue – Township Engineer, Todd McLouth advised that he has been working with the City and Jared Voge from their engineer’s office regarding the watermain.  
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Supervisor Sanford advised that City Engineer, Brad DeWolfe advised that the Township Engineer could run the project for coordinating the placement of water and sewer lines.  Todd McLouth advised that he is planning to have bids ready for Board review at the second meeting in March.  

170th Street – Treasurer Warneke advised that snow banks and drifts need to be pushed back.  209th Avenue bump signs have been put in place. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. EDA – Chairman Sanford advised that numerous requests for tax abatement have been received.  The $7 million entertainment complex is asking for a 15-year tax abatement.  The 32-unit hotel prospect has advised they will be non-franchised.  Advertising costs for Industrial Park East and the 40-acre expansion area will be coming from the city soon.  

2. Other-Updates-Meetings – The Clerk’s Office was asked to contact the Northstar Corridor Development Authority (NCDA) to change the mailing address from Jim Sanford to Mike Hayes.  

-Supervisor Hayes attended the watershed meeting in Foley.  A couple of projects in the watershed district were reported on including fertilizer trial test plats conducted with a few farmers.  This is the first watershed meeting Supervisor Hayes has attended.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the cash balance statement.  Total government funds of $2,467,595.29 and escrow accounts of $56,337.36 totaling  $2,523,932.65.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103, 402 and 403 funds.   There were a total of 30 claims for the first half of February 2008 in the amount of $141,483.55 were approved under the consent agenda.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

b) 2008 and 2007 Taxable Market, Net Tax Capacity Value and Rate Comparisons – Treasurer Warneke reviewed the tax rates for the portions of the Township in the Big Lake Fire District at 18.245% down from the 2007 tax rate of 18.957% which is a 3.8% decrease; and, Elk River Fire District at 18.91% up from 2007 tax rate of 18.18% which is a 4.0% increase.  Treasurer Warneke further noted that the Net Tax Capacity Value in Big Lake Township increased 6.7% from 2007 and the levy has increased 6.5%.  

- a letter was received from County Assessor, Gerald Kritzeck advising of a 10% increase in the cost of assessing services.  

c) 2007 Board of Audit – 

Treasurer Warneke advised that Clerk Hayes processes all claims on the computerized CTAS record keeping system, processes the payroll, quarterly reports and any other tax forms required.  Deputy Clerk Woolard enters the disbursements and receipts in the Treasurer’s CTAS record keeping system.  Treasurer Warneke handles investments, 
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banking, check reconciliation, and transferring of funds.  Treasurer Warneke advised the Board he had verified that the Clerk’s record and Treasurer’s record agree for the year 2007 with the bank statements.  Treasurer Warneke directed the Board in a thorough review of the bank statements; cash balance statements for each fund, interim financial reports for each of the government funds, current investments and sold investments, pledged securities as part of the CDARS program, statement of orders issued, interest allocation and the top 10 vendors.  He verified that collateral was at or above the amounts needed for various accounts.  The Board was satisfied that the Clerks and Treasurers accounts balance.  It was noted that the monthly review of claims and list of receipts the Board receives is considered a Board of Audit.  The ending balance for the year for all funds was $2,772,670.46.  The Board Members present approved the Town Clerk and Treasurer records by signing the Statement of Examination and Audit on the 12-31-2007 Cash Balance Statement.  The Finance Committee will make a levy recommendation at the Annual Town Meeting of the amount necessary to meet the current and other authorized expenditures for the next year. 

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

-Supervisor Hayes advised he and Supervisor Leslie attended the Cargill community project meeting today.  Cargill inquired how they are perceived in the community and what they could do to help in the community.  The Big Lake School District had a representative there.  Cargill representatives were advised that anything they can do to help with schools, parks/trails, and the library is appreciated.  Cargill has a committee of employees who review and consider where to spend the funds for community projects.

-Supervisor Hayes noted that he attended the Fireman’s Relief Association Meeting.  A current snapshot of the investment portfolio was reviewed.  The Relief Association is interested in adding a contribution for each of the 5 new fireman hired.  This is $110. per fireman from the Township and the City each.  The Townships additional total contribution would be $550.   The Relief Association will be asking for this when they come out with their budget.  Insurance premium tax (homeowner’s insurance) funds most of this.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
