Second Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

February 22, 2006


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, February 22, 2006, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 3 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Ewald Petersen, Chairman






Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

David Quinn, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 






Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor, Jim Sanford, Supervisor, Laura Hayes, Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda as presented. Supervisor Quinn Seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

OPEN FORUM

There were no requests to be heard at this time. 

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

Purchase of Memorial Tree/Sherburne County Historical Society

SCHS is celebrating their 150th Anniversary and grand opening of their new Sherburne History Center with a daylong celebration on June 17, 2006.  As part of the historic celebration, a memorial tree planting ceremony is planned at the new site at 10:00 a.m. on 6-17-06.  Townships and Cities are asked to contribute $125 each towards the cost of a tree and a commemorative brick with their individual name inscribed.  There are 3 tree types to choose from and the opportunity to send a representative to participate in the actual tree planting ceremony. After some discussion, Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve $125 for the program, to choose a Red Maple for Big Lake Township and to designate a representative to attend the ceremony closer to the actual event date.   Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.   Motion carried.
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Other-Updates-Meetings  

1) The 2005 Township Holiday Schedule was copied to all board members for their

review prior to the upcoming Re-Organizational Meeting in March when a new holiday schedule for 2006 will be approved.  Chairman Petersen suggested that some dates presently being observed as holidays might not qualify as legal holidays.  Columbus Day recognized in October was used as an example.  No action was taken.

2)  Chairman Petersen called a Joint Powers Board Meeting to be held at the Big Lake

Township Hall on Monday, March 6, 2006 at 7:00 P.M.  The Big Lake Town Board, acting as a Planning Commission along with the Big Lake City Council, will hear requests for a Remmele Plat, a Direct TV Plat and PUD in Dynamics Development. Dynamics is proposing a group of 6 office buildings on a fairly large piece of property on the South side of Highway 10.

3)  A Residential PUD Workshop is scheduled for 9:00 A.M. at the Sherburne County

Government Center on Monday, February 27, 2006.   Chairman Petersen, Supervisor Sanford and Supervisor Leslie plan to attend.  The County PUD Ordinance presently in effect will be discussed in depth and where in Big Lake and Baldwin Townships a PUD would be allowed.

4)  A second PUD Workshop is scheduled for Thursday, March 2, 2006 at the

Government Center with the main focus on the concept of “low impact development”

regarding PUDs.  Chairman Petersen noted that Robert Engstrom, who started this

concept in Lake Elmo, will be the speaker.  No Board Members were delegated to

a) attend, but are authorized to attend if available.

DeChene CUP Request: The Board discussed the request for an additional temporary residence for farm related purpose on the James L. DeChene property located at 19102 County Road 14.  Chairman Petersen noted the CUP request was heard by the County Planning Commission on 2-07-06 and approved with the following conditions:

b) Each manufactured home shall be connected to an adequate sewage treatment system designed by an MPCA licensed professional to handle the capacity of all housing units connected.  The applicant shall submit proof of this prior to Zoning issuing a building permit for the manufactured home.

c) The total number of occupants in any one manufactured home does not exceed the Code of Federal Regulations 3280.109 regulating the number of person per square footage of bedroom.

d) The employer and all seasonal workers are in compliance with all applicable state and federal labor laws, including all laws regulating seasonal migrant workers.

e) No more than three manufactured homes are allowed per farming operation.

f) The length of time the temporary residence shall be occupied is limited to the needs of the farming operation and allowed only during the period April 15th through November 1st.  A temporary residence shall be occupied by farm workers only and the applicant shall provide written notice to Sherburne County as to when the temporary residence(s) will be occupied each year.

g) All solid waste generated by the occupants is disposed of properly in accordance with the Sherburne County Solid Waste Ordinance.

h) The applicant shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws and regulations.
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i) The conditions listed in Sec. 16 Conditional Uses – Item 16.5 – Farm Related Manufactured Home for Temporary Residence are adhered to, including a Certificate of Deposit or Bond in the amount of $5,000.

j) The findings in Sec. 18, Subd. 5, Item 3 have been made.

k) Mr. DeChene will be responsible for any refuse that may be dumped onto other properties.

a) There was a brief discussion.  Chairman Petersen directed the Clerk to include all conditions in the minutes.  After some review of conditions A-J as listed and mention that the septic system and well must be big enough to accommodate an additional housing unit, a motion to approve the CUP contingent upon all the conditions being met was made by Supervisor Leslie.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  The motion carried.  

Springer CUP Request: A request by Scott Springer to fill in the Flood Plain and 

Flood Fringe District of the Elk River for the upcoming Residential Standard Plat of

Hidden Rivers Edge Second Addition was reviewed by the Town Board.  This

request was approved by the County Board of Commissioners at their 2-07-06

b) meeting with the following conditions:

c) Applicant must comply with all the wetland requirements.

d) Erosion control measures must be in place prior to moving any soil;

e) A FEMA Conditional Letter of Map Revision must be obtained prior to being scheduled for final plat approval (this has been completed);

f) Fill shall be properly compacted and the slopes shall be properly protected by the use of riprap, vegetative cover or other acceptable method.  FEMA has established criteria for removing the special flood hazard area designation for certain structures properly elevated on fill above the 100-year flood elevation.  FEMA’s requirements incorporate specific fill compaction and side slope protection standards for multi-structure developments.  These standards should be investigated prior to initiation of site preparation if a change of special flood hazard area designation will be requested;

g) Flood plain developments shall not adversely affect the hydraulic capacity of the channel and adjoining flood plain of any tributary watercourse or drainage system where a floodway or other encroachment limit has not been specified on the Official Zoning Map;

h) Developer must comply with the Sherburne County Subdivision Ordinance,

Subd 4: Controls During Construction;

i) The Conditional Use Permit applies to this one-time project and design only;

j) The findings in Sec 18, Subd 5, Item have been made.

7) The Board reviewed the conditions as listed A-H.  Chairman Petersen directed the Clerk to list all conditions in the Minutes.  After brief discussion, Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the CUP request as recommended by the County Planning Commission contingent upon all conditions being met.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  The motion carried.  
Condemnation Training-March 15, 2006 An informal training session conducted by Sherburne County Attorney, Kathleen Heaney, is scheduled for 3:00 p.m. at the
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Government Center to explain the process and procedures for condemnation from start to finish.  Assisting the County Attorney, Michael Trunk will discuss the platting process 

and Rhonda Lewis will discuss highway design process.  Chairman Petersen referenced an upcoming road project and suggested someone attend.  Brief discussion followed.  Ken Warneke noted he is available to attend the training session.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve Ken Warneke to attend the training on March 15, 2006 at 3:00 p.m. to represent Big Lake Township.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  The motion carried.
 BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

Report by Township Engineer: Township Engineer, Terry Herman of John

Oliver & Associates updated the Board regarding rework on County Road 50 located in Big Lake Township.  His firm estimated the cost to upgrade the road as $250,000.  He provided a copy of their cost estimates to the Board.  He reported the surface is not worth overlaying and the road also needs to be widened.  The plan is to mill the existing surface, use that for a base and resurface the road.   Chairman Petersen noted that Sherburne County will turn County Road 50 back to Big Lake Township after the County Road 17 Project (200th Street) is complete.

Engineer Herman also presented an updated scaled map showing overall development and new platting on the North side of Big Lake Township around the 229th Avenue Corridor.  The exhibit shows development along the St. Francis River, high destination corridors.  Lowlands, wetlands and pertinent elevations were also noted.  Engineer Herman discussed that high-density corridors are highlighted and include County Roads 83, 5, 15, 75, 73 & 81 and a connection across on Highline Drive.  The map shows different options for reaching Highways 10 or 25 that would allow traffic to bypass downtown Big Lake in order to access Monticello.  Discussion followed.  Chairman Petersen noted this map will be beneficial in upcoming meetings with Sherburne County and MNDoT.  Engineer Herman stated his office is working on an additional overlay map to show where wetlands are located. Mapping and streets system on the north side of Big Lake will be shown.  Chairman Petersen stated this information will also be beneficial in working with the DNR.

Other-Updates-Meetings:  Ken Warneke reported the following: Fieldwork is 

Complete regarding water problems in Riverside Addition plat, but has not yet been reviewed with the Township Engineer.  To date, no solution has been determined.  Engineer Terry Herman said his office will revisit this issue again in the near future; Gates and signals were installed on 172nd Street South at the Railroad crossing.  An invoice for the gate is expected soon; Dave & Pamela Thomas, 166th Street, called two weeks ago to report water running from Brenteson Gravel Pit on 166th Street north toward their property.  Ken Warneke looked at the site and determined there is more water moving than in previous years and the water seems to be contained in a 3-4 foot 
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course to the Elk River.  A possible cause for the increased amount of water was discussed including the heavy 12-1/2 inches of rain received in September.  No conclusion was made; The Road Committee has directed Mike Grund of D&M & Sons, Inc. to put a patch around the railroad crossing on 200th Street; It was mentioned that normal spring frost heaves have appeared in the road on 209th Avenue.  There were no additional road problems at this time.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Call Fire Board Meeting for March 2, 2006    Chairman Petersen called the Fire

Board Meeting for Thursday, March 2, 2006 at 7:00 P.M. at the Big Lake Fire Hall.  The purpose of the meeting is to discuss business pertinent to the fire department and an appropriate timeline for possible expansion and possible addition of sewer/water services to the property.  Chairman Petersen directed the Clerk to Post Notice of the meeting. 

EDA Report:  Chairman Petersen reported 5 or 6 new buildings are scheduled 

for construction in the next two to three months on Dynamics property. There is a strong possibility 2 or 3 prospective buyers want lots that hold 100,000 square foot or larger buildings.  A new business, Viking Sports, recently leased the vacant portion of the John Weicht building.  They prefer to lease space rather than buy at this time.  They make motorcycles, have been in business for 3 years and are already profitable.  They hope to double or even triple their workforce within 2 to 3 years.  This business is located behind the Anytime Fitness Center in the Industrial Park.

Northstar Corridor Update:  Chairman Petersen reported the Federal Transit

Administration changed the rating to Recommended subject to a contract agreement

with Burlington Northern and the State of MN funding allowing them to move into the final design stage.  He stated the Committee was very pleased to receive this recommendation prior to the legislature meeting. 

Approve Northwest Inspection Services for Fire Hall Expansion Construction

Services Management:   Chairman Petersen discussed recent sizable building

projects taking place in the City of Big Lake in addition to the proposed fire hall

addition.  The projects include a new maintenance building addition, remodeling of

the former Coborns (old building) for the new liquor store, new facades on other

businesses and a proposed new police department building.  The City was using Graham Designs, an architectural firm out of St. Cloud.  Graham Designs would not be

involved once the design portion of the projects was complete.  The City wanted a

company that could work on the projects from start to finish.   Bids were let for these

projects and Northwest Inspection Services was low bidder. Northwest Inspection

Services rates are based on 4.5% of the actual construction cost and came in at 1.5

percent  less than any other bids received.  Northwest Inspection Services will be

responsible to apply for all permits and follow up on all inspection requirements.

They made formal request to the City of Big Lake and received approval of their bid

to work on the four projects in progress.  Chairman Petersen added that he has heard
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positive reports about this company.   Chairman Petersen requested a motion from the  Board to approve Northwest Inspection Services for the Fire Hall Expansion Construction Management.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve Northwest.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  There was no further discussion.  The motion carried.

Big Lake School District Summer Recreation Donation Request: Chairman

Petersen discussed a request for a donation and reasons for the request.  The program hit a 30-year low in donations received in 2005 and the school population continues to grow.  He noted there are three school districts in Big Lake Township and contributing to one would open the door for requests from the other school districts.  Supervisor Leslie stated the Big Lake Lions Club contributes to the Summer Recreation Program and Monticello Lions and City of Big Lake also contribute to the program.  Discussion followed and different methods of determining contribution amounts were considered.  Comparisons were made as to populations and dollar amounts contributed to this program in other cities including Elk River, Otsego, Monticello, etc.  Treasurer Warneke stated that if requests are made from other school districts in Big Lake Township, it is only fair to do the same for each district.  After some additional discussion and agreement that there is a definite need to keep the program funded, Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve a request for $1,000.00 to the Big Lake School District Summer Recreation Program for 2006.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  The motion carried.  Additional discussion and information exchange followed.  All agreed that supporting the Summer Recreation Program is important to the community.  Chairman Petersen directed the Clerk to process the required form and claim.  

Other Meetings-Updates:  Chairman Petersen noted he has no additional

meetings scheduled that have not been noted earlier.  He is scheduled to attend

the next Planning and Zoning meeting at Sherburne County in March and fill in forJohn Norgren while John is on vacation.  Commissioner Nagorski advised Chairman

Petersen he will attended the hospital board meeting in Monticello scheduled tonight, 

2-22-06 and will update the board on any issues of importance.

TREASURER”S REPORT 

Chairman Petersen requested a motion to adjourn the 2nd monthly regular to allow the Board to conduct the annual Board of Audit.   At 7:55 p.m. Supervisor Leslie motioned to adjourn the regular 2nd monthly meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  Motion carried.

BOARD OF AUDIT
Treasurer Warneke advised that Clerk Hayes processes all claims on the computerized CTAS record keeping system, processes the payroll, quarterly reports and any other tax forms required.  Deputy Clerk Woolard enters the disbursements and receipts in the Treasurer’s CTAS record keeping system.  Treasurer Warneke handles investments, banking, and transferring of funds.  Treasurer Warneke advised the Board he had verified that the Clerk’s record and Treasurer’s record agree for the year 2005 with the bank statements.  Treasurer Warneke directed the Board in a thorough review of the bank statements; cash balance statements for each fund, interim financial reports for each of the government funds, receipt ledgers and registers, and disbursement ledgers and registers.  He verified that collateral was at or above the amounts needed for 
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various accounts.  The Board was satisfied that the Clerks and Treasurers accounts balance.  Chairman Petersen inquired if the monthly review of claims and list of receipts 

the Board receives is considered a Board of Audit.  Treasurer Warneke affirmed.  The top vendors of 2005, current investments, the CDARS program, and interest allocation 

were reviewed.  The ending balance for the year for all funds was $2,357,838.01.  The cemetery property was discussed, as there were more expenses in 2005.  It was noted that expenses are held down due to all the volunteer work and donated dollars from the community.  Also discussed was a proposed park land purchase.  Chairman Petersen will ask Township residents at the annual meeting on March 14, 2006 if they want a park and if they are willing toapprove additional monies.  The Township continues to look for appropriate sites to acquire for future parks in the township. The Board Members present approved the Town Clerk and Treasurer records by signing the Statement of Examination and Audit on the 12-31-2005 Cash Balance Statement.  The Finance Committee will make a levy recommendation at the Annual Town Meeting of the amount necessary to meet the current and other authorized expenditures for the next year. 

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Supervisor Leslie to close the Board of Audit and adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristie Woolard

Deputy Clerk

