Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

February 8, 2006


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, February 8, 2006, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 3 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 1-11-06; Second Monthly Board Meeting 1-25-06.  b) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received.  c)  CALL: Local Board of Appeal & Equalization Thursday, April 6, 2006 at 9:00 a.m. at the Big Lake Town Hall.  d) 229th Avenue Engineering Proposals.  e) Appointment of Election Judges for March 14, 2006 Annual Town Election.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

Pam Thomas appeared before the Board to inquire about snowplowing the portion of their driveway entrance and the entrance to the public access.  She advised that it was her understanding that the Township would be plowing this area.  Treasurer Warneke advised that he discussed this with Supervisor Alfords, who serves on the Road Committee.  He did not recall the agreement; however, he had asked Mike Leverty to plow in the area of the public access earlier this winter.  There was further discussion.  
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Chairman Petersen noted that Mike Grund could plow the area where the Public Access and driveway join 205th Avenue/166th Street, when he plows at the recycling center.  It was noted for clarification that the recycling center is only plowed the day prior to a scheduled recycling day.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

A.  Dean & Debra Moores/Simple Plat Review-Griffey Acres – Dean & Debra Moores were given a recommendation for concept approval for the proposed plat of Griffey Acres on January 11, 2006 by the Big Lake Town Board of Supervisors.  The County Planning Commission has recommended approval with conditions.  The County Board of Commissioners granted approval of the preliminary and final plat of Griffey Acres on February 7, 2006.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to grant approval of the preliminary and final plat of Griffey Acres as recommended by the County Planning Commission with conditions noted.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.   

B.  Other-Update-Meetings – Clerk Hayes presented information regarding costs to have the Town Hall floor cleaned, sealed and finished.  Two proposals were received.   LBM Inc. in the amount of $770.00; and, Richard Hensel, Handyman Corner in the amount of $680.00 which includes removal of the room furniture.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to accept the proposal of Richard Hensel in the amount of $680.00 because it is the lowest responsible bid and it includes the cost to move the furniture.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.    

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  County Ditch 29 – Chairman Petersen advised that he attended the Ditch 29 informational meeting on February 7, 2006 at the Sherburne County Government Center.  County Ditch Inspector, John Norgren and Sherburne County Auditor/Treasurer, Ramona Doebler presented information.  There are four major ditches; each ends at the Elk River, in addition to many tributaries.  Maintenance issues and contributing costs to reapportion Ditch 29 were outlined.  Costs included an estimated $25,000. for delineation work; which if done, would result in the need to purchase a buffer zone of 16.5 feet on both sides of the ditch, which calculates to the purchase of 9 to 10 acres of land.  The cost to purchase the property and the associated appeals and legal work were estimated at $325,000. to $350,000. Residents who currently pay ditch assessments may not want to pursue the process of reapportioning Ditch 29.  The next ditch meeting is scheduled for February 21, 2006.    

2.  229th Avenue Corridor – Chairman Petersen gave a brief review of the meeting with Senator, Betsy Wergin, Representative Mark Olson, representatives from the Board of Soil and Water Resources (BWSR), representatives from the Department of Natural 
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Resources (DNR), Township Engineer, Terry Herman, Township Attorney, Sue Steinwall, Supervisor Sanford and himself.  Points of discussion included the Township’s proposed bridge design versus the DNR’s recommendation to construct a span bridge, which the DNR determined would have less disruption to the forest canopy.  Discussion was held regarding impact difference between span bridge and proposed township bridge.  Also discussed was, “does 9/10 acre disruption cause permanent damage to the 100+ acres in the flood forest and rare and natural community?”  DNR suggested that they would look at the whole designated area and undesignated areas adjacent to and south of the designated area.  The Township agreed to look at the County Road 83 corridor and provide maps and wetland designations for the County 83 area.  A meeting in late March 2006 will be scheduled to discuss again.      

There was discussion regarding the purchase agreements for property in the 229th Avenue Corridor.  Supervisor Sanford motioned and reaffirmed the total purchase price of $81,300. for 2.71 acres from James and Susan Jacobs.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  Clerk Hayes was instructed to have purchase agreements, checks and deeds drafted for property purchases from Willard and Marjorie Moey and James and Susan Jacobs.  The documents should be ready for signatures upon the return of Supervisor Alfords.

3.  Other-Updates-Meetings – 

-Treasurer Warneke noted that repairs will need to be considered for 205th Avenue and 166th Street.  The City of Big Lake has not come forward to take over maintenance on the road.  It was noted that there are several areas of breakup and that the road culvert has sunk.  Terry Herman advised that John Oliver and Associates will measure and put together a cost estimate for overlay.  

-There was brief discussion regarding the future of 200th Street (CSAH 17).  Terry Herman advised that John Oliver and Associates will put together a cost estimate for both patching and overlay in addition to cost to widen and shoulder current County Road 50.  This is the road the County will turn back to the Township.  

PARK COMMISSION REPORT  

1.  Sherburne County Park Committee Update - Pam Thomas advised that Sherburne County Administrator, Brian Benson has advised that the County will not be writing any checks to Townships for funds from their park dedication fee accounts.  The County will only consider funds to be disbursed for planned projects.  A fund activity report was reviewed.  Pam Thomas presented a map showing property owned by Loren Butterfield in Big Lake Township.  She advised that Loren Butterfield has inquired with the County about the ability to donate a piece of landlocked property as a canoe rest area in lieu of park dedication funds for his future property development.  The Town Board members confirmed this property is landlocked and that it is very low and located entirely in the flood plain.  The consensus of the Board was that they are not interested in this being dedicated as parkland in lieu of the park fee. 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.   Northstar Corridor Update – The Northstar open house was January 30, 2006 at

the Big Lake High School Cafeteria.  The NCDA is anticipating a favorable recommendation rating from the FTA by mid-March.  Upon receipt of State funding the NCDA will begin the process of purchasing property.

2.  Residential Planned Unit Development (PUD) Ordinance Workshop – Jon

Sevald, County Planner is working on scheduling a workshop.  The previously set date of February 21 conflicts with the County’s Sesquicentennial Celebration activities.  A tentative date of February 27 has been set.  The scheduled date will be announced.  

3.  Land of Interest to Township/Appoint Committee to Talk with Owner(s) – 

Chairman Petersen advised that John Norgren received a call from a property owner who was interested in selling some property to the Township for a park.  Chairman Petersen and John Norgren have been to the property.  It would be the appropriate size for a park.  There was brief discussion regarding using a portion of the property for a fire-substation.  Originally, the Eastern side of the Township was thought to be the place for a substation.  Growth trends later indicated the West side may be more appropriate.  However, increasing development trends have brought the need back to the Eastern side of the Township.  Clerk Hayes pulled copies of the Annual Meeting Minutes when parkland purchase was discussed.  The purchase amounts previously approved by the electors are not adequate.  An appraisal will be obtained.  This item will be brought back to the residents and placed on the Annual Meeting Agenda.  There was discussion regarding having Supervisor Sanford and Treasurer Warneke meet with the property owner to view the property.    

4.  Other-Updates-Meetings – Chairman Petersen advised that he received a call from Jim Thares, EDA Director at the City of Big Lake.  The City and the Township need to hold a public hearing to review the Preliminary plat of Remmele Addition.  The Township will be on the planning commission and a Joint Power with the City of Big Lake.  The Joint Powers Board Meeting will be scheduled and announced.

Chairman Petersen advised that he received a letter from Farm Bureau regarding a deer management study they will be conducting.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to have Supervisor Leslie apply for appointment to the committee.  The Committee will meet approximately three times.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.      

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke advised that the year-end has not been closed, therefore tonight’s reports are not in the usual format.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the preliminary cash balance statement for fiscal year 2005.  He noted that the disbursement amount received in tonight’s meeting packet is $$73,892.62.  The approximate ending balance of all government and escrow funds is $2,298,673.88.  
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Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

The Board of Audit was set for February 22, 2006 at the Second Monthly Meeting.

b) Resolution 2006-1 State Auditor Audit of Township Financial Records – There was brief discussion.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve Resolution 2006-1.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor. The motion carried.

c) Review 2006 & 2005 Taxable Mkt Value, Net Tax Capacity Value & Rate Comparison 

Treasurer Warneke noted that the Township came close to its tax capacity estimate when the 2005 levy was set.  The information was briefly reviewed.  The 2005 building and estimated population report from Sherburne County was reviewed.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

The Board reviewed the Fire Hall expansion drawings.  This will be formally reviewed at the February 22, 2006 meeting.  If the plans are accepted, the City and the Township will each call for advertisement for construction bids.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
