Second Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

March 23, 2005


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, March 23, 2005, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 10 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor 





Dave Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

ELECTED SUPERVISORS OATH OF OFFICE

Supervisor Petersen took the Oath of Office.

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded subject to changes in the order of business.    

Town Roads/ County Road 81 Engineering 

Rhonda Lewis, of the Sherburne County Highway Engineers Department and County Commissioner Terry Nagorski were present to discuss funding and timelines for the County Road 81 realignment project.  Rhonda Lewis advised that federal funds available for the project can’t be used for engineering costs and to use the funds for right-of-way acquisition requires that specific steps be taken prior to April 15 to approve the funds for this use.  Therefore, the planned use of these federal funds is for construction.  Appraisals are scheduled and the right-of-way acquisition plan is 90% complete.  Acquisitions and tree removals will be done in 2005.  12 to 15-property owners will be affected by the right-of-way acquisitions.  Terry Herman, Town Engineer advised that field crews have been out today and will be out tomorrow.  He noted that the rail-crossing box might not need to be removed.  The box is 10’ to 12’ away from the curve line.  It will be checked to be sure it meets breakaway requirements.  There was brief discussion 
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regarding the future of the field accesses.  Supervisor Sanford and Bob Gramsey will meet with Rhonda Lewis to discuss the future of these accesses.  Rhonda Lewis advised that she has received copies of utility plans from the City of Big Lake.  Terry Herman anticipates receiving these plans too.  

STATUS OF RECYCLING CENTER 2005/FUTURE OPERATION 

Terry Nagorski advised that the County Board Commissioners approved full funding of the recycling center for 2005.  Workshops will be planned to discuss the future of SCORE funding and the current practice of subsidizing private garbage haulers.  Chairman Petersen suggested that the waste advisory group should investigate and clarify the items that are considered recyclable noting the recycling of cellophane as a plastic as an example.  Chairman Petersen also noted that the Big Lake recycling center also ends up accepting a lot of recyclables from people who have curbside recycling but don’t comply with requirements such as breaking down cardboard boxes and bundling them.  Instead they are brought to the recycling center still in box form.  Terry Nagorski recommended to the Board that they send representatives to the sold waste advisory meetings.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Randy Miller, Assistant Chief BLFD/BLFD Relief Benefit Increase – Randy Miller appeared before the Board to request an increase in the annual benefit from $1,800. to $2,000.  Chairman Petersen advised that a recommendation for an increase should be brought before the Fire Board at a quarterly meeting for consideration.  He further noted that both the City and Township need to take the same action on this recommendation for it to be approved.  Randy Miller advised that this item is on the City’s consent agenda at their meeting tonight.  Treasurer Warneke inquired if a contribution has been made yet for 2004, noting that the summary-report from the City didn’t show a contribution.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to table this item to the April 13, 2005 meeting to allow for information on action the City may have taken tonight to be received.    

b) Richard Hinrichs/CUP Home Business in an Accessory Building-Internet Business- Richard Hinrichs appeared before the Board to request a conditional use permit for a home Internet business in an accessory building.  His home is located on a parcel over 5 acres in size which is large enough for the 36’ x 72’ building being proposed.  A letter describing the business was presented to the Board.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend approval of the CUP request.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

c) Tom Gonyea/Final Plat Review-Swanson Woods – Keith Osman appeared before the Board on behalf of Tom Gonyea to represent the plat of Swanson Woods.  Town Engineer, Terry Herman reviewed the comments noted in the engineer’s review letter.  Items that need to be addressed in the plat include the reason for a 6” drain tile in the south of 216th Avenue NW; and, verification from a geotechnical engineer that the road section will be adequate for soil conditions on the property.  It was noted by Terry Herman that areas of the plat have a thin layer of clay in the soil rather than the typical 
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sandy soil in this area.  This creates areas of perched water and increases the potential for road maintenance problems such as “frost heaves” in paved road surfaces.   Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommended final plat approval of Swanson’s Woods subject to fulfilling engineering recommendations, final plat approval from the County Board; and, the developer entering into the Developer’s Agreement prior to the Chairman and Clerk signing the final plat.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
d) Clerk Hayes/Proposal for Third Voting Precinct Big Lake Township – Clerk Hayes presented a map showing the current Precinct 1 (P-1) consisting of Elk River School District and Precinct 2 (P-2) consisting of Big Lake, Monticello and Becker School Districts and proposed Precinct 3 (P-3) which would remove Becker and Monticello School Districts from Precinct 2 and a portion of Big Lake School District from TH10 south to the Mississippi River.  Currently registered voters in P-1 total 1619; and, P-2 total 2810.  Registered voters in Monticello School District 882 total 554, which is 62% of the population in this area.    Registered voters in Becker School District 726 total 4, which is 21% of the population in this area.  Registered voter totals for only an area of P-2 are not available.  The need to purchase election equipment was discussed.  Currently, voting booths are needed.  The Township has 12 booths, which are split between two precincts.  Clerk Hayes advised that one precinct could use all 12 due to the large number of voters for State and Federal Elections.  There was also discussion regarding voting machines and pending changes in legislation requiring upgrades to the machines to make them HAVA compliant to visual and hearing impaired voters.  Clerk Hayes noted that this proposal to create a 3rd precinct has not been discussed with the County Auditor; this is only an option for the Board’s consideration.  There was discussion regarding where the precinct sites could be.  There are two churches presently located in the middle of the most populated area of the proposed P-3.  There was also discussion regarding using the Fire Hall as a voting site.  The Board took no action.         

e) Review Mowing Bids Received/Bailey Station Cemetery & Lions Park – Spreadsheets for Bailey Station Cemetery Mowing and Lions Park Mowing were given to all Board Members.  There were five bidders for each site.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to accept the low bid from Tom Heaney for mowing at both sites.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Clerk Hayes was instructed to contact Tom Heaney and advise him that mowing at Bailey Station Cemetery is done when the Cemetery Board requests it.  It is not mowed weekly.  If this is a problem, bids can be reviewed again and a different company will be awarded the bid at the next Township meeting.  

f) Other – Updates – Meetings – Clerk Hayes advised that information has been received on the Minnesota Association of Townships 2005 Urban Town Short Course.  This will be held Thursday, April 14 in Maplewood Minnesota.  Treasurer Warneke advised that he would be attending.  Any other interested Board members or staff can attend.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS
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TOWN ROADS

1) MNDoT Meeting/March 16, 2005 Review – Chairman Petersen attended this meeting.  The revised draft of the TH10 Big Lake Bypass scheduled for years 2024-2032 was presented.  Chairman Petersen reviewed the changes in the proposal, noting that in Elk River a proposal to widen TH10 and have it follow the rail tracks beginning at Main Street and meeting back at existing TH10 near the new bypass East of the Hwy 10 overpass.  MNDot has indicated that 90% of the design work and EIS have been completed for the bypass area.  MNDoT plans to be able to hold public meetings to gather input beginning in the early summer of 2005.       

2) Other-Updates-Meetings – Treasurer Warneke advised that the Road Committee has not scheduled the spring road tour, due to the amount of frost in the ground.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Ordinance 2005-01 Establishing a Planning Commission – Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve Ordinance 2005-01 Establishing a Planning Commission.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

2) Resolution 2005-03 Appointment of Planning Commission Initial Members – Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve Resolution 2005-03 Appointment of Planning Commission Initial Members.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.   

3) Resolution 2005-04 Resolution Calling for Public Hearing on May 25, 2005 at Regular Monthly Town Board Meeting to Est. TIF Dist. 2-4 – Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve Resolution 2005-04 Resolution Calling for Public Hearing on May 25, 2005 at Regular Monthly Town Board Meeting to Est. TIF Dist. 2-4.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

4) Set Special Meeting Date to Review and Draft Written Comments on County Draft Ordinance for Open Space and Alternative Standard Plats-March 30, 2005 – Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the Special Meeting date to review and draft written comments on County Draft Ordinance for Open Space and Alternative Standard Plats on March 30, 2005.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Clerk Hayes will post this meeting at the Big Lake Town Hall.

5) Establish EDA Sub-Committee to Study Possible Purchase of Land for Industrial Park Use-First Meeting 6:00 a.m. March 29, 2005- Supervisor Sanford motioned to appoint Supervisor Alfords and Chairman Petersen to this sub-committee.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

6) 229th Avenue Committee Meeting – Supervisor Alfords advised that he facilitate a meeting with Mike DeRuyter of Kjolhaug Environmental Services Company to begin reviewing the options on this project.  Other County and environmental personell will be invited to this meeting.
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7) Other-Updates-Meetings - Chairman Petersen advised that he attended the EDA meeting.  A quorum was present to take action on Industrial Park Issues.  Reports were received on all current projects including an update on an interest in the last lot available.  Sunnyfresh is in the process of remodeling the Cargill Kitchens building.  

-Chairman Petersen attended a round table discussion to discuss local government issues.  Others in attendance included Don Sherper, Livonia Township; Karen McDougall, Rockford Township; a representative from Monticello Township; and Elk River Mayor, Stephanie Klinzing.  Some of the issues discussed were impediments to good government; how government projects are funded.  Annexation issues and impact fees for schools.  There was also discussion regarding cluster plats and the amount of time it takes for the PCA to approve septic system designs, this process currently takes a year to 1½ years to approve.  

-Two ballots have been received from Connexus Energy for Board of Director Elections.  Supervisor Sanford recommended that Chairman Petersen vote the ballots.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

