Special Board Meeting

Minutes

March 30, 2005


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, March 30, 2005, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  There were two people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor 





Dave Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

County Representatives:
Nancy Riddle, Zoning Administrator

Jon Sevald, County Planner

Rhonda Lewis, Acting County Engineer

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded according to the agenda.  

4.  Call Public Hearing for Ordinances to be considered - Supervisor Alfords motioned to hold public hearings to consider the adoption of a Comprehensive Plan for land use, growth and development of Big Lake Township; to consider the adoption of a Subdivision Ordinance regulating activities in Township subdivision of land in Big Lake Township; and to consider the adoption of a Zoning Ordinance regulating activities in Township Zoning in Big Lake Township on April 27, 2005 at approximately 7:00 p.m.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
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5. Nancy Riddle, Sherburne County Zoning Administrator/Local Zoning Classification - Nancy Riddle appeared before the Board to discuss the rezoning of 67 acres located south of State Highway 25, and north of County Road 14 for Dahlheimer Distributing Company.  A small northern portion of the property is currently zoned Agricultural.  The rest of the property is zoned Special Use.  Nancy Riddle presented the option of rezoning the property to a Highway Planned Unit Development (PUD).  Benefits of this type of zoning include increased control of buildings and structures, types of businesses and lot sizes and dimensional regulations to help preserve future road right-of- way.  By developing this property as a Highway PUD there is an opportunity for increased local control.  Development of the property for individual businesses/uses would be accomplished with a site plan, a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and building permit.  Examples of similar Highway PUD’s within Sherburne County were discussed.  Nancy Riddle advised that a decision on the rezoning classification of this property does not have to be made tonight.  Another option for rezoning of this property is Industrial.  An industrial zoning would require that the property be platted.  After the plat is recorded, building permits are issued to property owners and the Township does not have an opportunity to review what is being proposed for construction on the lot.  There was discussion regarding traffic and road plans.  Rhonda Lewis, Acting Highway Engineer advised that traffic should be directed to State Highway 25, not County Road 14.  County Road 14 is not suitable for this potential traffic volume.  Supervisor Sanford noted that as an existing benefit, mature trees screen this area from the adjacent existing homes.  There was discussion regarding extension and connection to 200th Street.  Supervisor Alfords recommended moving ahead and investigating the creation of a “bulb” style road connection to accommodate truck traffic onto Highway 25.              

6.  Review of the Draft Alternative Standard Plat and Open Space Standard Plat Requirements – Jon Sevald, County Planner and Nancy Riddle, Zoning Administrator reviewed the open space standard plat with the Town Board.  Chairman Petersen noted that he observed the addition of many mandates within this document, and that the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) requirements by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency are not noted.  Nancy Riddle advised that the County is required to specify their pollutant discharge requirements in this document.  Chairman Petersen recommended that the NPDES requirements be included too.  Chairman Petersen suggested requiring developers bring a sketch of the plat to the Township to discuss amenities.  Jon Sevald advised that the procedure for receiving and processing plats has been separated from this ordinance.  He further noted that the County couldn’t require a sketch plan, as this would initiate the 60-day plan.  The County can recommend that they submit a sketch, but can’t require it.  The draft Open Space Standard Plat was reviewed.  Recommended changes and additions to the requirements were made by the Board and noted by Jon Sevald and Nancy Riddle.  Chairman Petersen noted that narrowing the right-of-way and allowing varied distances in front yard setbacks would create a more aesthetically pleasing neighborhood.  John Norgren noted that on 2.5 acre/40,000 sq. ft. lots 100’ setbacks can be accommodated, however in some areas it is not possible without a variance.    
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7.  Review Clean-Up Day Prices – Clerk Hayes presented a spreadsheet of collection costs and charges for clean up days from 2001 to 2005.  Costs to dispose of appliances have risen progressively over the years from $9.50 for appliances/$14.50 for air conditioners in 2001 to $15.00 and $25.00 in 2005.  Supervisor Alfords recommended that the charges for these items remain at $10.00 and $15.00 in an effort to reduce the amount of these appliances found on roadsides and ditches.   Clerk Hayes noted that this year there would be an additional collection cost for propane tanks of $3.00 each.  There was no recommendation to create a charge to residents for acceptance of propane tanks. 

8. Approve Engineering for County Road 81 – Chairman Petersen advised that he has talked with County Administration about increasing the scope of County Road 81 realignment project 1,000 feet past County Road 73.  He further noted that the Township might be reimbursed for this engineering expense.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the additional engineering. Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.    

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

