Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

March 8, 2006


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, March 8, 2006, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 3 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 2-8-06; Second Monthly Board Meeting 2-22-06.  b) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

A.  Alan Cleveland, Monticello Lions Club – Renewal of Gambling License at River Inn – Alan Cleveland, presented a request to the Big Lake Town Board to renew the gambling license at the River Inn Steak House and Saloon.  Alan presented a list of Sherburne County projects that charitable gambling proceeds sponsor.  Alan advised that the County would need a resolution from the Township authorizing re-issuance of their gambling license.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve a resolution approving the Monticello Lions gambling license at the River Inn Steak House and Saloon.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  Clerk Hayes was directed to draft the Resolution and assign a resolution number.   
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B.  Other-Update-Meetings –

Supervisor Leslie will present information regarding park playground equipment at a future meeting.

Supervisor Leslie inquired if the Board would like Suburban Lawn to mow the public access on 166th Street and 205th Avenue in 2006.  There was discussion regarding mowing the open area near 190th Avenue and 150th Street, no mowing plan was presented at this time for that area.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to hire Suburban Lawn, under a two-year contract, to mow the public access on the same schedule as Bailey Station Cemetery.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

Supervisor Leslie advised that he would not be participating in the Farm Bureau & DNR’s deer management study as approved at the February 8 meeting.  The areas of study are zones 221 & 222 in District 3.  Big Lake Township is in zone 223.  

The Township Officers Spring Short Course is scheduled in St. Cloud on March 27.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  229th Avenue Corridor – Representatives from the DNR; Township Engineer, Terry Herman and Supervisor Sanford will be meeting on Friday, March 10 at 2:00 p.m. on 229th Avenue west of 176th Street for on onsite review of bridge crossing area.

2.  Other-Updates-Meetings – 

-Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that their office has received a revised Plat of Sunrise Acres.  This plat was given final approval by the Town Board on December 14, 2005.  Since that approval, the lot line between lots 3 & 4, block 1 has been realigned to provide a buildable area for the septic fields for lot 3.  This represents a minor change to the plat.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the lot line change and to reaffirm the Board’s previous action approving the plat of Sunrise Acres.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  Clerk Hayes was directed to draft a letter to Sherburne County Zoning advising that the Town Board approved this change.  

-Township Engineer, Terry Herman presented a concept site plan for Minnesota Limited.  Supervisor Sanford stated for the record that the intersection must have 30’ available on both sides to allow farm equipment to move through the intersection without driving up on the curb or out into the far lane to make the turn; and, signs and signals must also be placed far enough back to accommodate equipment movement.
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-Terry Herman presented information received from Jon Sevald, County Zoning regarding the Sharon Werner property on TH10 and an inquiry from an RV business to purchase the property for a business site.  There was brief discussion regarding County and State setback requirements from roads and wetlands.  The setback requirements do not leave a lot of buildable space on the property.  

-Chairman Petersen advised that he spoke to John Menter, Sherburne County Public Works Director regarding turnback of a portion of County Road 50 to Big Lake Township.  The County is reviewing what they can do from a legal view.  The County plans to do the upgrading to County Road 50 in 2008.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.   Fire Department Issues - 

a)   False Alarms – Chairman Petersen advised that this was discussed at the last Fire Board Meeting.  The City of Big Lake has a policy in place for false alarms, but is unable to enforce because the Township doesn’t have a policy.  The policy allows for the first 3 false alarm fees to be waived.  Response no. 4 within calendar year is $50.  Response no. 5 within calendar year is $100. Further Violations within calendar year are $200. each.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to adopt a resolution that adopts the City of Big Lake’s Policy and Fee Schedule regarding false alarms.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  Clerk Hayes was directed to draft the Resolution and assign a resolution number.  

b)   Firefighter’s Relief Association Donation – Supervisor Quinn motioned to accept a donation from the Big lake Firefighter’s Relief Association of an intercom, radio headset valued at $5,200.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

4.  Other-Updates-Meetings – 

-Chairman Petersen advised that he received an invitation to participate in a County Park Trail Meeting.  

-A meeting has been scheduled for Friday, March 17 at Senator Betsy Wergin’s Office to continue discussion regarding 229th Avenue.  

-Supervisor Sanford will be attending the next EDA meeting.  Chairman Petersen will be attending the County Planning and Zoning Meeting that same night.

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  It was noted that Clerk Hayes has billed two developers in the 802 account for past due engineering invoices.  There was discussion regarding the 837 account.  Clerk Hayes advised that she has talked to the developer. A check to bring the account to a zero balance was mailed in January, but not received.  The developer will be issuing a new check for the new current amount due and an additional $2,500. which is a requirement 

Regular Monthly Board Meeting

March 8, 2006


Page 4

of platting procedure.  Treasurer Warneke advised that he would be entering the budget figures following the budget committee meeting March 6, 2006.  An amendment will be made to the fire budget for acquisition of 30 sets of new turnout gear.  This will be paid over a 5-year period.  The annual budget will be increased $6,000. for this expense.  The equipment is under a lease agreement.  The gear will carry a bar code on each piece, which is used to track repairs and will meet OSHA standards.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to purchase 30 sets of turnout gear at the cost outlined.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The Cash balance statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $2,246,807.30 and escrow accounts of $81,898.07 totaling $2,328,705.37 Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
