Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

April 11, 2007


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, April 11, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 15 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Chairman 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 3-14-07; Second Monthly Meeting 3-28-07; Minutes for the Board of Appeal & Equalization 4-5-07.  b) Approve List of Claims (Disbursement List will be received at Meeting) 39 claims totaling $40,048.26 c) CALL: Joint Meeting on Monday, April 16, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. at Big Lake City Hall, Council Chambers. d) CALL: Quarterly Assoc. of Townships Meeting Wednesday, April 18, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. at Haven Twp.  e) Approve Zoning & CUP for Vision Bus Company.  f) Appoint two new Fire Fighters to Big Lake Fire Department: Mark Lucht & Nick Christenson (pending background checks).  g) Approve the proposed Joint Planning Board Development Application Meeting Schedule as presented.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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OPEN FORUM

Marlys Baker, 22171 156th Street, appeared before the Board regarding solid waste and parking issues with a neighbor; and, ditch flooding/culvert issues.  She inquired if the Township had sent a letter to her neighbor regarding parking on the street and storage of solid waste on his property.  Supervisor Alfords advised the during the road tour it was noted that 3 culverts need to be reset.  He noted that the Township will have its engineer stake the area, the ditch bottom will be resurfaced and new culverts will be set in place.  Marlys Baker advised that the County has taken photos of the solid waste, which includes, furniture, appliances and cars.  She advised that neighbor has parked cars on the road for the past two weeks.

Ken Holmbeck from the Sherburne County Surveyor’s Office introduced himself to the Board.

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) John Hunt/Big Lake Youth Football-Park Use Request – John Hunt, representative of the Big Lake Youth Football Association appeared before the Board to request exclusive use of the outfield portion of the baseball field at Lion’s Park between 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. several nights during the week between August 13 and October 11.  The Board advised that the youth football group is welcome to use the park during its open hours of 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily, but that it would not be possible to reserve the park grounds because there is no way enforce reservations without a park attendant.  Supervisor Leslie inquired if the Football Association Board had looked at the area to determine if it is large enough.  John Hunt advised that the outfield is sufficient for practices.  Supervisor Hofer noted support for using the park grounds for youth sports.  Supervisor Alfords advised that he felt that contact football for grade school children, grades 2 to 6, is dangerous for their growing bodies.  It was requested by the Board that if the Youth Football Association uses the park for football practice or games, that the Town Clerk’s Office be given a current certificate of insurance.

b) Bruce Taylor & Duane Berglund/ “Fernwood” Preliminary Plat Approval (2 of 3) – Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the Preliminary Residential Standard Plat of “Fernwood” consisting of 5 Lots, located in Sec 1, Twp 33, Range 27   Big Lake Township     39.91acres    Subject to the Township Engineer’s comments being addressed and resubmitted with the final plat package; and, subject to the following conditions: 

Conditions to be met:   

1) There is fence on Lots 1 & 2 that interferes with the building pad.  The fence shall be removed prior to Zoning signing the mylars.

2) Covenants shall state that on Lot 5, bock 1, there shall be no fences within 33’ from the top edge of Ditch #1 per the Ditch and Drainage Technician’s Letter, dated January 29, 2007.
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3) Shared driveways shall be used by Lots 1 & 2, Lots 3 & 4 and Lot shall be shared the proposed western lot of “Sunset Acres” in Elk River.  Driveways access onto Co. Rd. 79 will require a ROW permit from Public Works per the Traffic Engineer’s letter dated January 16, 2007.

4) House pads and septic locations shall be constructed where shown on the Preliminary Plat dated February 12, 2007 and the Grading & Drainage plan dated February 27, 2007 in compliance with Section 11, Subdivision 1, item 6C of the Subdivision Ordinance.


5) Developer shall rope off the primary and secondary septic locations on each lot prior to any on-site grading and prior to building permits being issued.

6) Developer to pay Park Dedication fees at $800. for five lots ($4,000.)

7) Developer must notify the Zoning Department prior to commencing site preparation of the property so that the County may schedule an inspection of storm water and erosion control measures with the proposed contractor on–site prior to any dirt being moved.

8) Covenants shall state; “This property has been identified by the DNR as a “Sensitive Area” where the Plaines Pocket Mouse and Northern Myotis (bat) are known to habituate.  These mammals are designated as Species of Special Concern.  Although these species are not endangered or threatened, they are extremely uncommon in Minnesota, or have unique or highly specific habitat requirements and deserve careful monitoring of their status”.

9) The Developer shall enter into a Developer’s agreement with the County Attorney’s Office.

10) This Preliminary Plat approval shall be effective for a period of Two years.

11) A licensed surveyor must verify lowest floor elevations for each house pad at the time the footings have been installed.

12) Provide documentation showing that an NPDES permit was applied for from MPCA prior to final plat going to Planning Commission. 

Supervisor Hofer seconded to the motion.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

c) Dean Calpas & Jon Bogart/”Cornerstone” Revised Plat Review - Dr. Dean Calpas, DDS and his engineer, Jon Bogart appeared before the Big Lake Town Board of Supervisors to present the revised plat of Cornerstone.  Jon Bogart reviewed the changes to the plat regarding the 70 feet of right of way donated and dedicated to Sherburne County as depicted on the revised drawing. He advised that this is necessary to accommodate future changes to CSAH 11.  He advised the Board that the two existing driveway accesses, that serve the Assembly of God Church, would remain as conditional accesses.  He further noted that Bridgeview Church’s southeasterly driveway access will function as a shared access with the plat of Cornerstone.  When further subdivision is requested, an internal road system will be developed and the two conditional accesses on CSAH 11 will be eliminated.  A drainage plan that meets Township standards will be provided to the Township Engineer.   Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the revised preliminary plat as presented.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
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d) Other – Updates – Meetings – 

- Clerk Hayes advised that she had received a call from Northern Natural Gas regarding construction that will take place in the Township, on privately owned property at 17820 County Road 14.  Northern Natural Gas will be removing some existing accoutrements and installing a launcher site.  The site will have a chain link fence around it.  Northern Natural Gas has obtained a permit from Sherburne County for working in the County Road right of way.  

-2007 Urban Town Short Course will be held April 26, 2007 at the Best Western, Maplewood Inn in Maplewood Minnesota.

-The Solid Waste Committee will be meeting Wednesday, May 2, 2007 at 6:00 p.m.  to review the Legacy Grant Applications.  Dave Lucas, County Solid Waste Officer advised that it would be helpful to have a Township representative there to answer questions.  Supervisor Leslie advised he will attend the meeting.  

-Clerk Hayes presented a memorandum received from the County regarding appointments to the Park Committee and Planning Commission.  The memorandum noted that appointment to these committees are made by the County Board; and, although the County Board understands that local elections and issues sometimes means that a change in representation is in order.  The work of these committees requires background knowledge and therefore rapid change in membership does not foster a successful committee.  Clerk Hayes was directed to send a formal request advising that the changes are necessary due to a conflict and to a vacancy.

- Clerk Hayes inquired about the status of making a donation to the Big Lake Summer Recreation Program.  The $2,500. donation was approved at the February 28, 2007 meeting with a notation that Treasurer Warneke will review statutory requirements for making donations.  Treasurer Warneke advised that it is the State Auditor’s position that we have a Joint Powers Agreement (contract) with the entity we are making the donation to.  Clerk Hayes was directed to contact Big Lake Community Education to get a Joint Powers Agreement. 

-Supervisor Sanford noted that the Township may want to appoint an alternate to the EDA, noting that he recently had a conflict and was unable to attend the April 9, 2007 EDA meeting with Supervisor Leslie and therefore, Supervisor Hayes attended in his absence.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to appoint Supervisor Hayes as alternate to the EDA.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1) 2007 Seal Coating Plan – Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that the Notice for advertisement of bids for 2007 Road Improvements/Seal Coating have been published in the Construction Bulletin and West Sherburne Tribune.  The amount of seal coating to be completed is 67,000 feet (11 miles). The bids will be opened by the Engineer, at 10 :00 a.m. on May 7, 2007 and will be considered by the Township Board on May 9, 2007.  
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2) Other-Updates-Meetings – 

-Supervisor Alfords advised that approximately half of the annual road tour has been completed.  He noted that road conditions are average and are not as bad as other years.  It was noted that along 211th Avenue, there are no guardrails on the curve in front of 17724 211th Avenue.  It was noted that 211th Avenue is very close to the river.  Supervisor Alfords noted that the Township Engineer will put together guardrail system information and costs for review.  

-Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that information regarding the 205th Avenue realignment and drainage improvement is available for review.  Supervisor Alfords advised he has placed a call to City Engineer, Brad DeWolfe, to discuss the plan, noting that the City of Big Lake owes the Township for some paving.  Supervisor Alfords will work on scheduling a meeting with Brad DeWolfe and noted that the Road Committee will review the plans for 205th Avenue prepared by Terry Herman.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Meeting Updates from Township Representatives - 

Northstar-Supervisor Sanford advised that he attended the April 5, 2007 Northstar Meeting.  He advised that the Northstar Corridor Development Authority (NCDA) is asking for letters of no prejudice so that grading work can begin.  The grading will be counted as a local match when the NCDA is working with Federal Transportation Authority.  The NCDA is also asking for letters of no prejudice for the purchase of rail cars and locomotives.  The NCDA would like to purchase 17 cars and ally themselves with Utah for the purchase of both cars and locomotives and obtain a price break.  The NCDA approve a letter of thanks and a Resolution of Appreciation to Congressman, Jim Oberstar for his support of the Northstar Commuter Rail.  

EDA – Supervisor Leslie advised that the EDA is still in negotiations with Bruggeman Builders for purchase of property for expansion of Industrial Park East.  The City of Big Lake had several items of business, including the location of a new Laundromat.  

2) Cobblestone OAA – Supervisor Sanford advised that he was contacted by Jeff O’Neill, Monticello City Administrator and was asked to attend a meeting at Monticello City Hall.  Supervisor Sanford and Supervisor Alfords attended the meeting.  The meeting was called to address traffic concerns on Hwy 25 brought forward by the City of Monticello; and, a Letter of Intent to Annex Township property, which was received by Certified Mail, after Township business hours on Monday, April 9, 2007.  Supervisor Sanford advised that it seemed that the City of Monticello isn’t as interested in extending City water and sewer services across the river, as much as they want to be included in discussions regarding traffic planning and want to discuss the speed that the development will take place.  The Monticello City Council advised why they took the action to send a letter of intent to annex.  The City of Big Lake and Big Lake Township were very close to having a mutually agreed upon, Orderly Annexation Agreement finished and ready for Board approvals.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to allow Chairman Sanford to work with Township legal council to approve an OAA; and, immediately annex the 54-Acre Cobblestone property, if necessary.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
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BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - The Cash Balance Statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $2,200,721.36 and escrow accounts of $128,751.49 totaling  $2,329,472.85.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the total receipts and disbursements to date in each of the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  Treasurer Warneke advised that a new fund has been created for the CIP Improvement Bond Payments.  The 351 fund currently shows a deficit of $54,439.67.  Treasurer Warneke advised that this payment was made with funds from the 401 fund and recommended that the Board approve a transfer of $54,439.67 from the 401 fund to the 351 fund.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the transfer of funds.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

-John Norgren requested to be placed on the May 23, 2007 agenda for Bailey Station Cemetery to discuss the purchase and planting of shrubs at the gates.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
