Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

April 13, 2005


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, April 13, 2005, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 40 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 3-9-05.  b) Approval of Minutes: Second Monthly Board Meeting 3-23-05.  c) Approval of Minutes: Reorganizational Meeting 3-23-05.  d) Approval of Minutes: Special Board Meeting 3-30-05.  e) Approval of Minutes: Board of Review 4-7-05.  f) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

Chairman Petersen welcomed teacher John Muir, Big Lake High School and several students from his Civics classes.    

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a.  Big Lake Jaycee’s-Benefit Raffle/Big Lake American Legion – Representatives from the Big Lake Jaycee’s appeared before the Board with a request to hold a fundraising raffle on June 11, 2005 at the Big Lake American Legion for Ned Birkholz Sr.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the request to hold a raffle.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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b.  Recycling Center-Hiring of New Manager – Clerk Hayes advised the Board that Roland Thompson would not be able to return as manager of the recycling center following a heart attack and complications.  Efford Wangen has been working as manager since January 2005 and will continue through April 2005.  The Board approved to have Clerk Hayes publish the position in the West Sherburne Tribune for one week.  At that time applications will be reviewed and it will be determined if more advertising needs to be done.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Road Tour Review- Supervisor Alfords advised that although there is more road surface breakup this year compared to previous years, in general the roads are in good condition.  Crackfilling and seal coating will be done when materials are received.  Maintenance, pothole repair and shouldering will begin within the next couple of weeks.  

2.  Shouldering Machine Purchase – Supervisor Alfords reviewed last year’s reclamation of shouldering material with a rented shouldering unit and the need to add shouldering material this year.  At the May 12, 2004 meeting, the Board approved the purchase of a shouldering machine up to $5,000.  Supervisor Alfords presented a proposal to purchase a unit that can be mounted onto the back of a dump truck.  The unit would be owned by the Township and could be attached to any vendor’s truck.  The cost of this unit with leveling assembly, mounting hardware and tax is $7,730.  There was brief discussion.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to allow the road committee to spend up to $10,000. to purchase a shouldering machine with leveling assembly.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.      

3.  229th Avenue Strategy Session - A meeting was held at 9:00 a.m. today with Brian Bensen, Sherburne County Administrator; Lynn Waytashek, Sherburne County Assistant Zoning Administrator; Mike DeRuyter, Kjolhaug Environmental Services; Bill Bronder, Sherburne County Soil and Water District; Terry Herman, Township Engineer; Chairman Ewald Petersen; and, Supervisor Larry Alfords to discuss working with state agencies and handling wetland infringements to facilitate moving ahead with the proposed 229th Avenue bridge crossing.  There was discussion and it was noted that it is the Township’s goal to bank or sell the mitigation credits from the Swanson Wood’s development for future projects, whether or not the project is 229th Avenue.  The Township will be sending a letter to Senator, Betsy Wergin requesting information on this project and her progress on behalf of the Township.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to have Susan Steinwall, the attorney working on this project, contact the DNR; and BOWSR staff; and representatives of the advocacy groups who have requested that they be notified of Township action in regard to this project.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  There was brief discussion regarding the conservation easement and legal description needs.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to proceed with the mitigation; and, to bank the points from Swanson’s Woods, for future projects; and, to hire Kjolhaug Environmental Services to do the work.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
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4.  Other-Updates-Meetings – Treasurer Warneke presented information received from the County regarding the purchase of temporary cul-de-sac signs.  The County is offering an opportunity to purchase the signs with their order.  There was discussion.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to authorize purchasing the amount of signs necessary for the temporary cul-de-sacs in the Township at a discounted price with the County.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.   

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. Northstar Corridor – Chairman Petersen gave a brief background review of Northstar 

for the students in the audience.  At the last meeting, the engineering company responsible for the design of the stations and maintenance building had conducted a value study on the parts and procedures of project.  They identified $19 million dollars that can be saved on this project.  

2. Commercial Proposals Update – Chairman Petersen advised that a meeting was 

held last Thursday regarding the proposed Highway Plaza plat.  The proposed Big Lake bypass and the recent changes to the bypass plan beginning in Elk River were reviewed.  

MNDoT and the County seem to be in agreement with a proposal to extend the realigned 200th Street south of State Highway 25 and make this a 4-way intersection for access to Dahlheimer Distributing Inc.   

3. Big Lake Fire Department (BLFD) –

a) Increase of Fire Relief Benefit – Chairman Petersen advised the City of Big Lake approved a $200. increase to the Fire Relief Pension program.  

b) Authorize BLFD to Advertise for Tanker Truck – Chairman Petersen advised that delivery time would be between 5 months to 1 year depending upon the bid accepted.  The Township will pay for the chassis and the City will pay for half of the total cost when the truck is delivered.  The preliminary estimate for the cost of the truck is $200,000.

c) Authorize the BLFD strength to 33 – 

Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve a $200. increase to the Fire Relief Pension program; authorize the BLFD to advertise for a tanker truck; and, authorize the BLFD strength to 33.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  

d) Discuss Addition of Big Lake Police Department (BLPD) to the Fire Department     

Site – Chairman Petersen advised that Fire Chief, Kevin Peterson advised that as homeland security requirements and training expand, it would be an asset if the police department were there and exercise and training facilities could be used by both.  If the City chooses to pursue, a meeting would be held in the next 60 days. 
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4. Sherburne County Association of Townships: April 20, 2005, Big Lake Town Hall – 

The Board was reminded of the meeting, which begins at 7:30 p.m.   Ken Johnson, County Weed Inspector, will conduct the required, annual weed meeting.

5. River Access on 166th Street/205th Avenue – Supervisor Alfords advised that a legal 

opinion has been sought by the Township regarding the quit claim deed and the use of the property by the Township.  The township has used the area as a fire lane and a river access for several years.  The legal opinion is that what the Township is using the property for meets the requirements of the quit claim deed.  The Board noted that the control at the access needs to be improved.  The Thomas’ also contacted an attorney and were advised that the stipulation of a “highway” is a deed specific use.  There was discussion.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to remove the public access signs.  The motion died for lack of a second.  There was further discussion.  Supervisor Alfords noted that either the existing “no parking” signs aren’t in the right place or they are not specific enough to offer the public direction on where they can be.  Dave Thomas suggested removing the “public access” signs, and if that doesn’t solve the parking issue than more action can be taken.  

The meeting recessed at 8:07.  The meeting reconvened at 8:12

The Thomas’ advised that they want to keep the area as a fire lane and have the public access signs removed.  Treasurer Warneke inquired how long the signs have been in place.  Thomas’ advised since 1991 or 1992.  Supervisor Sanford suggested marking the Thomas’ driveway better to prevent people from parking there.  Treasurer Warneke noted that parking is a trespass issue and should be reported to the Sheriff.  Supervisor Sanford suggested marking as canoe and pedestrian access only.  The Board discussed several sign possibilities.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to install “Pick up and drop off area only”, “ No Parking Allowed” and “Private Property/No Trespass” signs.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  There was discussion regarding limiting hours from daylight to dusk if these signs don’t improve the situation.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  The Cash balance statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $1,904,324.14 and escrow accounts of $161,115.85 totaling $2,065,439.99. Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
