Second Monthly Board Meeting






Minutes

April 25, 2007


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, April 25, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were approximately 60 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Jim Sanford, Chairman






Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Larry Alfords, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 

Laura Hayes, Clerk






Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Chairman Sanford welcomed Mr. John Muir’s 9th grade Civics class and parents to the meeting.  Chairman Sanford gave a brief introduction and review of the Township to the students.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda as presented. Supervisor Hofer Seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Laura Gibson/Clean Up Day Reuse Program – Laura Gibson representative of Riverside Alliance Church appeared before the Town Board to present an alternative use for usable items brought to Clean Up Day for disposal.  Riverside Alliance Church will provide volunteers to mark and unload salvaged items.  She noted that the Orrock Town Board is supportive of this salvage plan.  Donors will be given an acknowledgement slip for their donation.  Salvaged items will be removed from the premises on Clean Up Day.  Clerk Hayes inquired about salvaging computers and noted that inquiring residents have been advised that computer harddrives/CPU’s/towers will be disposed of, not recycled or recirculated.  Clerk Hayes further noted that residents are advised that it is their responsibility to secure their personal information and make it irretrievable.  Laura Gibson advised that no hard drives/CPU’s/towers would be salvaged by their organization.  Supervisor Hofer noted support of Riverside Alliance’s plan but that salvaging rights would not be exclusive to them.  The Board advised that requests to salvage would be reviewed as received, each year.  
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Supervisor Hofer motion to include this proposal as part of the 2007 Clean Up Day event.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.    

b) Rhonda Lewis, Sherburne County Highway Engineer/Cty Rd 81 Frontage Road – Rhonda Lewis reviewed the County Road 81 frontage road plan to the Town Board.  She advised that the County has published for bids for the project.  Bid closing is May 3, 2007.  The Sherburne County Board of Commissioners will review and award bid(s) on May 8, 2007.  The anticipated construction start date is early June 2007.  Rhonda Lewis advised that the frontage road cul-de-sac has been designed to Township Road Standards.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the cul-de-sac design as shown for the purposes of maintenance by the Township upon completion and turnback of the frontage road to the Township.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

c) Dean Calpas & John Bogart/”Cornerstone” Revision to Road Dedication – Dr. Dean Calpas, DDS and his engineer, Jon Bogart appeared before the Big Lake Town Board of Supervisors on April 25, 2007 to present the revised plat of Cornerstone with a change noted regarding 187th Avenue (FKA County Road 50).  Jon Bogart advised that Bridgeview Assembly of God Church will Quit Claim a right of way easement for 187th Avenue to Big Lake Township with the contingency that if the Township doesn’t utilize this area for road right of way, ownership of the property would revert back to the Bridgeview Assembly of God Church.  The area is approximately 79.63 sq. ft.  
d) Resolution 2007-10 Consider Establishing a Joint Planning Committee – Chairman Sanford advised that he and Supervisor Alfords, Big Lake City Council Member, Dick Backlund and Big Lake City EDA Director, Jim Thares attended the Monticello City Council Meeting on Monday, April 23.  The City of Monticello have named Mayor, Clint Herbst and Council Member, Susie Wojchouski to the Joint Planning Committee.  The City of Monticello has forwarded the Joint Planning Committee Resolution to their attorney for review.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to adopt Resolution 2007-10 Establishing a Joint Planning committee.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

e) Resolution 2007-09 to Adopt Amendments to Big Lake Township Ordinances – Supervisor Alfords motioned to adopt Resolution 2007-09 Adopting Amendments to Big Lake Township Ordinances from January 1, 2007 to March 31, 2007.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

-211th Avenue culverts have been cleaned out to allow water to flow.  

-Road tour items have been given to contractors. 

-Signing project on 211th Avenue is nearly complete.  Remaining signs arrived yesterday and will be installed when road weight restriction signs are taken down.

-Spring Road Weight Restrictions will be lifted Friday, April 27.

-County Commissioner, Ewald Petersen advised that Nordic Land/Minnesota Limited will be starting construction soon.  He noted that the building permit may be applied for yet this 
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week.  The Sherburne County Highway Engineer has been asked to consider allowing an access driveway onto County Road 14 for employees at Minnesota Limited to use.  

-Treasurer Warneke requested approval from the Board to release escrow funds for the following developments: River Crest Farms, Manchester Oaks, Eagle Corner, Black Cherry Preserve and Pine Meadows.  Treasurer Warneke noted that the Township contracted to have work completed in the Pine Meadows development when the developer failed to respond to and fulfill their obligations.  Pine Meadows escrow funds were used to pay these costs.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve reduction and release of escrow funds for the developments noted by Treasurer Warneke.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Treasurer Warneke noted that the donation, approved by the Board on February 28, 2007, to the Big Lake School District for Community Education and a check for petty cash for clean up day will also be released tonight.       

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Sherburne County EDA Resolution and Bylaws – Sherburne County Commissioner, Ewald Petersen advised that the County has not taken action to establish bylaws for the Sherburne County EDA; however, they have approved the abatement process for projects located within the County, which include Cities.

2) Norm Leslie/Lions Park Trail Discussion (from 3/28 meeting), Spring Maintenance Update & Ball Field Improvement Update – Supervisor Leslie, also a member of the Big Lake Lions Club, reviewed the floodplain map of the park received from the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office.  It was noted that funding could be asked for from the Sherburne County Park Commission for construction of a walking trail in the park if the Township pursues this project.  The Board unanimously approved to have Supervisor Leslie create a trail plan and get preliminary quotes for construction of the walking trail.  Supervisor Leslie advised that the Lions Club had completed their spring review of the park and noted no vandalism.  It was noted that wood chips should be added to the playground; and, the fence and gate around the garbage area should be replaced.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to allow Supervisor Leslie to purchase wood chips for the playground and make the improvements as recommended.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Supervisor Leslie reported on Rick Aubol’s progress in regard to improving the ball field at Lion’s Community Park.  Rick has secured donations from the Elk River Lions for $1,000. and the Big Lake Lions for $500.  He may need approximately $200., to $300. in addition to complete the project, which is expected to begin in mid-May. 

3) Other-Meetings-Updates – 

a) Sherburne Association of Townships Meeting 4/18/07 Review – Clerk Hayes reported that She and Supervisor Hayes attended the Association meeting.  Secretary of State Mark Ritchie was there.  He had met with the Sherburne County Auditor’s Office staff, Township and City Clerk’s earlier that day at the Government Center at a meet and greet.  He will be working with the Sherburne County Auditor’s office to make improvements to the summary statement used in State and Federal Elections.  Sherburne County Zoning Administrator, Nancy Riddle and Jon Sevald, County Planner were present.  Jon Sevald presented a survey that was also mailed to all Townships.  The results of the survey will be used when considering amendments to commercial and industrial development.  Planning and Zoning 
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would like the surveys back in May.  The results of the survey will be presented to the County Board for discussion at their June 6th County Workshop.  Nancy Riddle briefly talked about the process for approving R-PUDs.  

Palmer Township inquired if other Townships are having the trouble they are experiencing with 4-wheelers.  There was lengthy discussion on this topic.  One Supervisor present suggested that 4-wheelers just be banned County-wide.  There was lengthy discussion about educating riders regarding where it is legal to ride and the consequences of not obeying laws and being discourteous to the general public.  Clerk Hayes noted that ATV/OHM Regulation books are available and that anyone who is aware of riders breaking laws or operating their ATV in a discourteous manner should report this activity.  Further noting that the possibility of ATV use being banned or at least heavily regulated is a very real possibility.    

b) Township Survey on Commercial and Industrial Development – The Board requested that Clerk Hayes email the survey to all Board Members.

c) Library Meeting 4/18/07 Review and Status of Future Meetings – Supervisor Alfords advised that he and Supervisor Hofer attended the Library meeting on April 18.  Expansion of the library at its current location or a new location was discussed.  City of Big Lake and Town of Big Lake representatives requested that the library group put together an expansion plan with cost estimates to present to the City Council and Township Board representatives.  Monthly meeting will be discontinued until a plan is ready for review.  

Mr. Muir’s Civics class was excused from the meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Chairman Sanford advised there had been further discussion with Steve Pearson regarding the purchase of Lot 5, Block 6 in Knick Knack Knoll for the purpose of providing a site to fill Big Lake Fire Department tanker trucks from an existing 12” well located on the lot.  As previously reported at the March 28, Second Monthly Board Meeting The lot, the well and its controls would be owned by Big Lake Township if it were purchased.  Supervisor Sanford advised that the well is capable of pumping approximately 390 to 425 gallons of water per minute; and, has a static water level of 20’ feet.  Supervisor Sanford reviewed the terms of the purchase as follows:  Contract for deed for the lot in the amount of $96,217.35.  $19,000. down and $10,000. per year for 10 years with a simple interest rate of 5% for a total of $119,000.  The purchase of the lot includes the 12” well, driveway and culvert.  The Township would need to purchase and install the panel, install electric service, the pump and the pump enclosure.  There was discussion.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the purchase of lot and well as presented contingent upon review from the Township Attorney confirming that the Township has the authority to make this purchase.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Supervisor Sanford advised he will contact Township Attorney, Peter Tiede to review.
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Supervisor Alfords noted that the Personnel Committee met and reviewed hourly wage increases for Supervisors, Clerk and Treasurer.  The personnel committee recommended an increase of $.50 per hour, which is approximately 2.8%.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve this increase for the Supervisors, Clerk and Treasurer.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  

Supervisors Hofer, Leslie, Sanford, and Alfords voted in favor, each abstaining from their own pay increase.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from voting for his own and the Clerk’s pay increase and voted in favor of the Treasurer’s and remaining Supervisors pay increase.  The motion carried.  Clerk Hayes recommended a $.50 pay increase for the Deputy Clerk.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the pay increase for the Deputy Clerk.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor. The motion carried.    

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Leslie to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

