Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

May 11, 2005


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, May 11, 2005, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 5 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk

Chairman Petersen noted that Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk was not present in the audience.

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance, to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 4-13-05.  b) Approval of Minutes: Town of Big Lake Planning Commission Meeting 4-27-05.  c) Approval of Minutes: Second Monthly Board Meeting 4-27-05.  d) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received.  e) Approve Orderly Annexation for Remaining Sweetwater Bend Development Parcels.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

Corey and Susan Flagg, 16608 205th Avenue appeared before the Board to discuss the Board’s recent decision to place revised no parking signs at the public access on 166th Street and 205th Avenue.  Susan Flagg advised that the area is marked as a public access on DNR and County maps.  Both Corey and Susan Flagg advised that they want to see the access kept open with parking allowed.  Chairman Petersen advised that no record could be found in the minutes establishing this area as a public access. 
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It was noted that an attorney’s opinion had been received regarding use of this property as a public access.  The opinion received was that the town is within its rights to use the property as a public access and meets the specification that it be used for a highway over said premises.  It was further noted that Dave & Pam Thomas, neighbors on the other side of the access, had sought a legal opinion which advised that the deed is specific to highway use and does not include use as a public access under that restriction.  Susan Flagg stated that the property doesn’t belong to any one person and should be kept open for the public to use and enjoy.  She further noted that she requested to be on tonight’s agenda and questioned why a decision to change signage at the access was approved without neighbors being advised that it was being discussed at a meeting.  Susan Flagg presented a copy of a petition requesting either the removal of the signs or replacing the existing signs with designated parking locations.  There was lengthy discussion.  The Board directed Clerk Hayes to place this discussion and Corey and Susan Flagg on the next meeting agenda, which will be May 25.  The Board recommended that petitioners also be present.  It was emphasized by members of the Board that the May 25 meeting will be conducted with order and respect.  There was discussion regarding the quality of the river related to trees that have fallen into the river and overhanging brush that have made it nearly impossible to canoe.  The Board discussed the possibility of seeking DNR approval to remove the trees and having the Sentence to Serve (STS) crew do the work.  Clerk Hayes was directed to contact STS to see if this is work that they could do if the DNR approves.  

Sergeant Stangler, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department was present.  He advised that Sergeant Doran had briefed him on concerns regarding enforcement of park rules at Lion’s Community Park.  Chairman Petersen reviewed the parks history and current problems with after-hour parking, vandalism and littering.  It was noted that additional lighting will be installed and larger signs will be placed in the park in more areas to reinforce the park rules. 

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a.  Sherburne County Zoning/Request to Amend Zoning Map - A request from Sherburne County to rezone property within the Mississippi Recreational River Land Use District and the Special Use District to an Agricultural Land Use District.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend that the County rezone the above described property now in the Special Use and Recreation District to an Agricultural Land Use District.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

b. Other-Updates-Meetings – 

-Clean Up Day Review - Clerk Hayes presented preliminary information from Clean Up Day.  578 area residents participated.  285 from Big Lake Township, 210 from the City of Big Lake, and 83 from Orrock Township.  448 appliances and 83.57 tons of general waste were collected.  There was brief discussion regarding planting some screening vegetation, Amur Maples were suggested.  Clerk Hayes advised that other comments and suggestions for next years clean up day have been received and will be discussed at a future meeting.
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-Notice of Public Hearing/Annexation of Olene Property on 172nd Street – Clerk Hayes advised that the Township has received notice of annexation for this .68-acre parcel.  It was noted that neighbors requested annexation to obtain city water services last year.  No action was necessary from the Board.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Extension of 200th Street Across 25 with Full 4-Way Intersection – Town Engineer, Terry Herman presented maps depicting two scenarios for construction of the intersection.  Recent conversations with MNDoT and County officials were briefly discussed.  Terry Herman advised that no engineering costs have been calculated yet.  The Board recommended that this project be combined with the 200th Street road improvement plan.  There was discussion regarding traffic and future development of the property south of 200th Street and State Highway 25.  It was noted that the goal is to channel traffic from the residential road, County Road 14, and keep it on State Highway 25.  Terry Herman advised that MNDoT has given verbal agreement to allow Dahlheimer Distributing Company to access State Highway 25 for their business only.  It was noted that Sherburne County Public Works Director, Rhonda Lewis might schedule a meeting at the Town Hall on this issue.

2.  Stormwater Regulations Under NPDES Phase II MS4 General Permit-Stormwater Runoff - Supervisor Alfords agreed to be the Townships contact person regarding and be responsible for NPDES Stormwater Implementation for Big Lake Township.  Supervisor Leslie agreed to be the alternate contact.

3.  Other-Updates- Meetings - 

-Supervisor Alfords advised that runoff in the drainage easement in Ridgewood Heights has been reviewed by Bill Bronder, Sherburne Soil & Water Conservation District and Mark Basilletti, Board of Water and Soil Resources.  Upon review of the situation they have offered a grant for the repair.  The Township will need to develop a plan to be eligible to receive the grant.  Last year part of the ditch was expanded.  The recommendation for repair is a culvert and overflow dike.  

-Terry Herman showed the Board a plan drafted for the County for the road project on the north end of County Road 81.  A concept plan has been drafted by City Engineer, Brad DeWolfe and shown to the county.  This plan will be presented to Sherburne County Public Works Director, Rhonda Lewis tomorrow.  This plan reduces the right of way from 100’ to 60’.

-Kjolhaug Environmental Services have developed mitigation for the Swanson Property.  The cost estimate is $18,940. plus maintenance for Prairie Restorations, to plant native grasses on the 9/10 of an acre site.  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

EDA – Chairman Petersen advised that the search committee has met with a property owner regarding establishment of another joint project to establish a second industrial park.  Chairman Petersen and Supervisor Alfords serve on this committee.  The EDA held a telephone meeting to discuss two memorandums of agreement that have been received for the last lot in the industrial park.  The one interest has a drawn plan and John Weicht will be their builder, the other does not have a plan.  Chairman Petersen reminded the Board that a public hearing will be held at the May 25 meeting for the establishment of a new TIF district.

Northstar Corridor – Chairman Petersen advised that the Northstar Corridor Development Authority met last week.  There was discussion regarding the Big Lake maintenance station and moving the park and ride to the east side of County Road 43.  It was noted that moving the park and ride would need further review partly because between $1.3 and $1.7 million of government money was used to establish and construct the lot.  The Northstar Bus was also discussed.  When service for 2005 was approved it was set to be revisited in June based on the subsidy funds being gone by that time.  Funding to provide bus service through 2005 is $150,000. short.  A proposed $.25 fare increase would begin on July 1, 2005 in Minneapolis.  The proposed fare from Elk River could be raised $.75.  Sherburne and Anoka Counties will be asked to provide most of the funding, as most of the ridership is from those two counties. 

Platting Requirements for Buildable Lots and Draft PUD Ordinance Questionnaire - Chairman Petersen advised that comments were given directly to Zoning Administrator, Nancy Riddle and County Planner, John Sevald at the March 30, 2005 Special Town Board Meeting.  Only a couple of Townships have submitted comments to the Zoning Office, therefore, they have drafted a questionnaire to be completed by the Townships and returned for presentation of comments to the County Board of Commissioners.  The Board proceeded to answer the questionnaire.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  The Cash balance statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $1,782,899.60 and escrow accounts of $148,673.23 totaling $1,931,572.83. Treasurer Warneke advised that a representative from the State Auditor’s Office has met with Clerk Hayes and himself regarding the Township’s 2004 audit.  The estimated cost of the audit will be between $5,000. and $6,000. and will include the reports required by the State Auditor’s Office.  Audits conducted by Kaliher, Passolt and Company have been $4,000. Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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LAST CALL FOR BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 

Clerk Hayes advised that a second bill has been received from Bauerly Companies for construction work on the 205th Street trail in 2003.  The bill for $3,075.  has not been paid and is liquidated damages for barricades not provided by their company where required.  Terry Herman advised that he had talked to Bauerly’s about this and noted that they did not signoff on the final release of payment.  Clerk Hayes was directed to send a cover letter with the unpaid invoice confirming these are liquidated damages and the Township will not be paying the charge.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:16 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

