Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

May 12, 2004


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, May 12, 2004, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 10 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 4-14-04.  b) Approval of Minutes: Second Monthly Board Meeting 4-28-04.  c) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

Chairman Petersen welcomed students from Big Lake High School attending tonight’s meeting. 

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a.  Gary Poslusny, Big Lake Legion Commander-Renaissance Faire – Gary Poslusny, Big Lake Legion Commander was present to discuss the request made by Rob Gilbertson/RPM Entertainment for a CUP to hold a Renaissance Faire at the Big Lake Legion.  Chairman Petersen advised that following the presentation made at the April 14, 2004 meeting by Mr. Gilbertson it has been noted that the Big Lake Fire Department and the Sherburne County Sheriff’s Office have concerns regarding overnight camping on 
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the Legion site and severe weather safety.  Furthermore, the Clerk’s Office has been advised that Mr. Gilbertson did not give a presentation of his plan to the spud fest committee as he advised he had.  He talked with Spud Fest Chairperson, Kevin Thompson and was advised that spud fest had only one request regarding his event running simultaneously with spud fest, that was that he not operate his renaissance faire during the spud fest parade.  Kevin Thompson also advised Mr. Gilbertson that County Road 43 would be having major reconstruction occurring at this time.  Chairman Petersen advised that Mr. Gilbertson stated that he had full support of the legion for this event.  Chairman Petersen noted several items of concern including ingress/egress on County Road 43 during reconstruction, parking, camping on site and severe weather safety shelter, and possible trespass on adjacent properties.  It was noted that the Sheriff’s Office had not sent any comments to the Township, but had forwarded information to Sherburne County Planning and Zoning.  Gary Poslusny advised that Rob Gilbertson had asked that a representative from the Legion to attend the April 14, Township meeting.  Mr. Poslusny stated that he advised Mr. Gilbertson that no one from the Legion would attend the Township meeting, and; that they would review as the Legion Board, but would not take an active role in seeking approval to hold this event.  He further noted that Mr. Gilbertson has indicated that the adjacent field roads would be blocked off to prevent trespassing, and, that he has made arrangements with the lumberyard to use their lot for overflow parking.  It was noted that first responders and security will be available on site when the event is running.  John Norgren advised that he had concerns regarding the recreational vehicles (R.V.’s) parking on site and fire safety. Chairman Petersen advised that there should not be any fires, including campfires on site.  Gary Poslusny advised that it was his understanding that most of the vendors are local; therefore, there will be very few R.V.’s overnight.  Board members Leslie and Alfords advised that they were comfortable with the Boards recommendations made at the April 14th, 2004 meeting.  Supervisor Sanford noted that he had no concerns with the Renaissance Faire activity as long as vendors understand that he will be continuing his normal farming activity during these weekends.  Chairman Petersen advised that Mr. Gilbertson should work with the County to put up approved “No Parking” Signs for this event.  The Board had no additional formal comments to be forwarded to the County for consideration.

b.  Mary Jenderseck, Big Lake Legion/3.2 Liquor License for Renaissance Faire – Chairman Petersen noted that approval of the 3.2 Liquor License would be subject to the County Board of Commissioners granting a Conditional Use Permit approving the Renaissance Faire.  Supervisor Quinn inquired whether this license was covered by the Legion’s dram shop insurance.  Mary Jenderseck advised that it is covered.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend approval of the 3.2 liquor license.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

c.  Call Public Hearing for Vacation of Portion of Existing 211th Avenue – The Town of Big Lake called the public hearing for the vacation of a portion of the existing 211th Avenue as it exists on May 11, 2004; to be replaced on the plat of Manchester Oaks.  The public hearing will be held on May 26th, 2004 at 7:10 p.m. at the Big Lake Town Hall.  Clerk Hayes served a letter and copy of the order setting forth initial descriptions and setting hearing date to Clint Corrow.    
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Clint Corrow-Manchester Oaks/Final Plat Approval – Supervisor Sanford motioned to accept the permanent road easement for the portion of 211th Avenue that will become part of the plat of Manchester Oaks.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The Clerk will hold this easement on file until such time as the permanently rerouted portion of 211th Avenue is completed and recorded at the Sherburne County Recorders Office.  If the developer does not record the plat of Manchester Oaks, containing the permanently rerouted portion of 211th Avenue, the Town of Big Lake will record the road easement.  Town Engineer, Terry Herman presented information received and reviewed by his office for final plat consideration of Manchester Oaks.  He advised that the developer has met final plat recommendations and recommended the Town Board grant final plat approval based on this information.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend final plat approval subject to final plat approval from the County Board; and, the developer entering into the Developer’s Agreement prior to the Chairman and Clerk signing the final plat.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
d.  Jim Brown-Black Cherry Preserve/Final Plat Approval – Jim Brown appeared before the Town Board requesting final plat approval.  Town Engineer, Terry Herman presented information received and reviewed by his office for final plat consideration of Black Cherry Preserve.  He advised that the developer has met final plat recommendations and recommended the Town Board grant final plat approval based on this information.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend final plat approval subject to final plat approval from the County Board; and, the developer entering into the Developer’s Agreement prior to the Chairman and Clerk signing the final plat.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

e.  Keith Osman-Pine Meadows/Final Plat Approval – Keith Osman appeared before the Town Board requesting final plat approval.  Town Engineer, Terry Herman presented information received and reviewed by his office for final plat consideration of Pine Meadows.  He referenced a review letter dated May 7, 2004 and advised that a riprap swale should be added at the outlet of the sediment basin.  It was noted that the Township requires that this work be done.  Terry Herman advised that the developer has met all other final plat recommendations and recommended the Town Board grant final plat approval based on this information.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend final plat approval subject to final plat approval from the County Board; and, the developer entering into the Developer’s Agreement prior to the Chairman and Clerk signing the final plat.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

f.  Jim DeChene, Variance to Build Closer to Township Road/Sleepy Hollow – Jim DeChene appeared before the Town Board to request a 17’ variance from 180th avenue to build a new residence.  The required setback is 67’ from the edge of the right of way.  If the variance were granted, the setback would be reduced to 50’.  The Board reviewed the request.  It was noted that the lot is located on a cul-de-sac.  The lot has a wetland; and, a request is on record to fill approximately 4,500 sq. ft. of the wetland.  It was noted that a request for a variance becomes necessary because of the desire to not 
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build on the fill.  The owner wants to build on the solid soil foundation.  It was noted that this variance qualifies as a hardship request based on the cul-de-sac bubble that is not present on a through street; and, the desire to not build on filled area in rear yard.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend approval for a 17’ variance request noting that if the cul-de-sac is ever removed and the road is made a through street, the house would no longer be 17’ closer to the road.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

g.  Advertise in Big Lake Community Guide – Clerk Hayes presented information to the Board regarding advertising in the Big lake Community Guide.  Ad costs and content were reviewed.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to advertise with a ¼ page color ad for $250.00 using the same advertisement as last year.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 

h.  Other – The Board briefly reviewed the preliminary clean up day statistics.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Road Committee Report on Current Development Projects – Supervisor Alfords advised that the road tour sign work was being completed.  The patching would be started soon.  Crack filling will begin next week, weather permitting.  The same amount of crack filling will be done as was last year.  Paving of 225th Avenue will begin next week.  West Branch Construction was waiting for phone line to be moved.  Several ditch and trees issues have been reported and handled.  Supervisor Alfords advised that he attended a demonstration of a Tiger shouldering machine.  The machine uses a series of disks to pull up the material from the edge of the road and bring it back up onto the shoulder.  It is used when the ground is dry at a speed of about 8 to 10 mph.  The Town roads have many radius and areas of shouldering work that need to be repaired.  The method of filling these areas with material, rather than reclaiming material is very expensive and not effective.  There was discussion.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to allow the road committee to pursue what needs to be done for a shouldering machine not to exceed a cost of $5,000.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

-229th Avenue/Supervisor Alfords – Supervisor Alfords reviewed the meeting with Township Attorney, Susan Steinwall; Sherburne County Attorney, Kathleen Heaney and representatives for the Township in regard to the 229th Avenue Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) permit application.  It was determined that it may be in the best interest of the Township to withdraw the Township’s application for approval of a wetland replacement plan under the WCA for the 229th Avenue Bridge Project.  The Township would have their attorney notify all appropriate offices and entities of its decision to withdraw its application.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to withdraw the application for a wetland replacement plan under the WCA for the 229th Avenue Bridge Project; and, have the road committee establish an appropriate record to make a new WCA permit when applicable.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.       
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-Other – Supervisor Alfords inquired about a recent request by a resident to dig in a utility/drainage easement.  The procedure has been to have the Township Engineer review these requests, and the property owners is billed directly for this service. The Township receives a copy of letter of recommendation that the homeowner receives and takes to the County Planning and Zoning Office as verification that it is acceptable to excavate in the easement.  Supervisor Alfords inquired if the steps of having John Oliver and Associates (JOA) tell the Township if it is appropriate and have the Board approve rather than have JOA write a letter, this would save the homeowner $125.  Terry Herman advised that it is not the letter that costs $125.  it is the hour or more of time to pull the plat file, review it and talk with the person on the phone that costs $125.  The letter is a very small part of the actual cost, it is the review of the information, which is necessary whether approval is given by the Town Board with the engineers recommendation or by a letter from the engineer.  There was discussion regarding requests JOA received from people to modify the lowest floor entry level from what the plan show.  These requests are reviewed by JOA at the builder’s expense.  A copy of the recommendation letter is received by the Clerk and routed to all Board Members for their information.  There was also discussion regarding people who go ahead and make changes to the utility/drainage easement and pay later if they are caught.  There was discussion.  It was determined that a letter should be faxed or e-mailed to Nancy Riddle, Zoning Administrator, regarding misinformation from the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Department regarding what is and isn’t required for Township residents to ask for certain permits to excavate in easements.  The position of the Township is, that in order for the Township to make any recommendation as to whether the excavation is necessary or appropriate, the Township engineer has to research, review and maybe even visit the site to see if the requested action is appropriate before a determination can be made and letter of recommendation is drafted.  The homeowner is required to pay for the service of researching and responding to their request.  It has been reported back to the Township that staff in the zoning office, have advised that this research and letter shouldn’t cost the homeowner anything.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  EDA Report – Chairman Petersen advised that the EDA met on May 11, 2004.  The City of Big Lake did not have a quorum present.  The EDA approved extension of acceptance for the Stone Company closing date to June 1.  Ground breaking ceremonies for the Stone Company will be May 24th.  A memorandum of agreement from LoRex/Ken Janc was received.  The site they are interested in is north of Cargill Kitchens.  LoRex does custom printing setup for Pegasus Satellite and Dish Network and a large fitness company.  Their business is expanding rapidly.  

2.  Other – Chairman Petersen advised that MNDoT scoping documents regarding the TH10 corridor plan have been received. The documents cover all scenarios including a “no build’, 6-lanes through Big Lake in its existing corridor; and, bypass of Big Lake.  Chairman Petersen will review.  The documents will then be kept on file in the Clerk’s Office.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke advised that an application has been received for a refund of escrow funds for T-Bone Acres.  This refund was not listed on tonight’s claims.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the release of $332.50 escrow for T-Bone Acres.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  Treasurer Warneke will  review the fire bill in tonight’s claims.  The Cash balance statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $1,288,870.29 and escrow accounts of $113,710.14 totaling $1,402,580.43.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Chairman Petersen advised that a rental contract had been received from a local church to use the hall and kitchen as a nonprofit organization, paying no rental fee, to use for a picnic and church service.  There was discussion regarding the Board’s decision several years ago to not allow the hall to be rented for church services.  There was discussion.  It was determined that this event is an annual event only, not a weekly use, and is a picnic in conjunction with a service.  Supervisors Alfords and Quinn advised that they were comfortable with this use, but that a rental fee would be required.  The Board determined that the rental will be changed to note churches are not considered a nonprofit rental.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

