Second Monthly Board Meeting






Minutes

May 23, 2007


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, May 23, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 3 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Jim Sanford, Chairman






Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Larry Alfords, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 

Laura Hayes, Clerk






Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the agenda as presented. Supervisor Alfords Seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

OPEN FORUM

Peter Capistrant, Allied Blacktop Company appeared before the Board with a request to store seal coating aggregate on the parking lot at Lion’s Community Park/Town Hall for the City of Big Lake’s 2007 seal coating project.  Approximately 150 to 170 yards of aggregate would be piled on the east end of the parking lot.  Seal Coating is scheduled to begin the week of June 4.  Allied Blacktop would sweep the entire parking lot and repair any damage caused to the parking lot and driveway.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to allow Allied Blacktop Company to store aggregate as proposed.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

Brian Walker, 20311-215th Avenue appeared before the Board to present a sketch plan of a lot line adjustment for lots 18 and 19 of Wild Run.  Mr. Walker advised that he is interested in building a detached garage.  He advised that with the existing lot configuration, he is unable to meet setback requirements.  Therefore, he has been working with his neighbor to re-draw the lot line.  Mr. Walker further noted that he has reviewed this with the Sherburne County Zoning Department and was directed to show the plan to the Town Board.  The Board reviewed the sketch drawing of the re-drawn lot line configuration.  Mr. Walker advised that there are very mature oak trees, new trees and a garden on the other side of his lot.  

Supervisor Hayes motioned to allow Mr. Walker to proceed with his request as a simple plat,
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noting that the applicant is required to make application with the Township and Sherburne County and will be required to submit an escrow to the Township and work with the Township Engineer.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Mike Nagorski/Vacation of a Portion of the Drainage Easement Lot 3, Bl. 4/Wild Run 2nd – Clerk Hayes presented a review letter from Township Engineer, Todd McLouth regarding Mr. Nagorki’s request to vacate a portion of the drainage easement for the purpose of building a second garage/storage building.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to accept the Township Engineer’s recommendation that the Township retain the easement around the pond and along the overflow; and, to recommend that Mr. Nagorski work with the Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Office to obtain a variance in setback for the construction of the garage/storage building.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

b) Ordinance 85-1 Regarding Farm Animals (horses) – Clerk Hayes advised that the Office has received a number of inquiries regarding Ordinance 85-1 and the keeping of horses in platted areas.  It was noted that the Clerk’s Office has not received any complaints about horses.  The calls have been from people looking to purchase property in the Township and they are wondering if horses are allowed.  The Township has been advised that Sherburne County doesn’t have an ordinance regarding the keeping of horses.  Big Lake Township’s Animal Ordinance 85-1 addresses only the keeping of agricultural animals (horses) in unplatted areas.  The Board clarified that the Township only allows horses in unplatted areas.  

c) Legacy Grant/Town Hall Expansion – Supervisor Leslie advised that the Sherburne County Solid Waste Committee (SCSWC) has recommended approval of the Big Lake Township Application for Town Hall Expansion.  However, the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners won’t act on the request until August.  Supervisor Leslie reviewed the grant funds available, the project estimate and the amount of recycled material used and available for reimbursement under the legacy grant.  There was brief discussion regarding using recycled tile in the expansion and leaving the VCT tile currently in the Town Hall.  It was determined that use of recycled tile greatly increased the amount of reimbursement the Township is eligible to receive.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to proceed with the project; and, to request County Commissioner, Ewald Petersen’s support to have the County take action on the request for funds sooner than August; and, to work with an architect to draft working plans of the 24’x68’ expansion.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to include the recycled tile in expansion.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

d) Commercial and Industrial Development Survey – Supervisor Alfords advised that the form was too generic to be accurate, noting that the “business district” needs to be specified into categories such as industrial business districts, commercial business districts, etc. Clerk Hayes noted that on the cover letter accompanying the survey it was noted that Planning & Zoning staff will be in contact with Township Clerk’s to set up workshops in June to discuss each Township’s comments and concerns; and, that a draft of the proposed changes will be distributed at that time for discussion.  Clerk Hayes was directed to contact the Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Office and request scheduling of this workshop.
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BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1) Creation of a Working Group to Resolve Issues Related to the Big Lake Northstar Station and County Road 43 – The Board appointed Supervisor Hayes and Supervisor Sanford to  serve as Big Lake Township representatives on the Northstar/County Road 43 Working Group.  

2) Other-Meetings-Updates – Township Engineer, Todd McLouth presented a drawing depicting the road culverts currently in the Dawson Addition/156th Street.  Several culverts need to be replaced and repositioned with size appropriate culverts.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to make the repairs and allow the road committee to hire the appropriate company to make these repairs and to have the Township Engineer stake and manage the project.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

Township Engineer, Todd McLouth presented an update on the 211th Guardrail Project.  It has been recommended that longer steel posts and the plate beam guardrail system with ET2000 end treatments be used.  The guardrails should cost approximately $20. per foot and the end treatments about $2,500. each.  The total construction cost would be approximately $25,000.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to proceed with the guardrail project and send it out for quotations.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.   

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Other-Meetings-Updates.

-Northstar- Supervisor Sanford advised that County Commissioner, Ewald Petersen attended the Northstar Meeting.  The Northstar Corridor Development Authority will own the Big Lake station and maintenance facility site.  

-Park Commission – Supervisor Hofer advised that the Park Commission is continuing to work on the Oak Savannah Park.  Supervisor Hofer noted that he has made the Park Commission aware of Big Lake Township’s idea to create a trail system at Lion’s Park and seek funding from the Park Commission for this project.

-EDA & EDA Expansion – Supervisor Hayes advised that the original building in Industrial Park East, the Sundstrom/Westrum building is being sold to an investment firm.  The Ataboy Building, has been vacant for a while, options to recapture some of the investment were discussed.  The EDA will work with the original owners of the building to recapture the investment.    

-Big Lake Marketplace Preliminary Plat Amendment – Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the Big Lake Marketplace Preliminary Plat Amendment with conditions approved at the Joint Planning Board Meeting May 23, 2007.  Supervisor Leslie seconded. All were in favor.  The motion carried.   

Second Monthly Board Meeting

May 23, 2007

Page 4

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Leslie to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

