Second Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

May 24, 2006


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, May 24, 2006, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 11 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR TURN BACK OF COUNTY ROAD 50 TO BIG LAKE TOWNSHIP. 
Chairman Petersen opened the public hearing at 7:02 p.m.  Rhonda Lewis, Sherburne County Highway Engineer was present to answer any questions from the Board or audience.  Chairman Petersen advised the audience that the portion of County Road 50 being considered for turn back to the Township was that portion from the intersection of River View Lane, County Road 50 and County Road 11, southeasterly through the Stephen’s Point Development and ending at the intersection of County Road 50 and County Road 11.  Chairman Petersen called for questions or comments from the audience.  No questions or comments were brought forward.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to close the public hearing.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The public hearing closed at 7:04 p.m.  Terms of the agreement were briefly discussed.  It was noted that the County will pay the Township to upgrade the road; and, the agreement waives the County’s two-year maintenance responsibility to the road.  Treasurer Warneke inquired about the northern 200’ to 400’ foot portion of the road that is actually in Becker Township.  Chairman Petersen advised that Becker Township was contacted and advised that Big Lake Township can snowplow to the intersection.  No paperwork would be necessary for this agreement according to Public Works Administrator, John Menter.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to adopt the Resolution Adopting the County Road 50 Turn Back Agreement Between Sherburne County and Big Lake Township for the portion of County Road 50 as presented noting agreement has been reached with Becker Township and Sherburne County regarding snowplowing of County Road 50 to the intersection of River View Lane.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.   

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the agenda as presented.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.    
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK
a. Big Lake Fire Hall Expansion and Remodeling.

1.  Approve Issuance of a Capital Improvement Bond for BLFD Hall Expansion and Remodeling and Approve Debt Payment Agreement Between City of Big Lake and Town of Big Lake – Stacie Kvilvang from Ehlers and Associates was present to answer any questions from the Board.  Ms. Kvilvang advised that the Township’s payments to the City of Big Lake will be made bi-annually on July 15 and January 15, 15 days prior to each payment due date.  Exhibit A will be changed to reflect the bi-annual payments as agreed upon.  The Township’s Debt Payment Schedule will be drafted to reflect 13 years of payments.  Ms. Kvilvang further noted that the full amount of the bond has been reduced to $1,135,000. of which $567,500. is the Township’s portion.  3 bond bids were received.  The low bidder was Northland Securities, Inc. with a true interest rate of 4.2969%.  The interest range of the bids received was between 4.2969% and 4.4029%.  There was brief discussion by the Board.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to authorize Clerk Hayes to change Exhibit A to reflect the bi-annual payments on the 15th of July and January; and, adopt the Resolution Concurring In the Issuance of the $567,500. General Obligation Capital Improvement Plan Bonds, Series 2006B, By the Town of Big Lake.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor. The motion carried.  

2.  Acceptance of General Construction Bid for BLFD Hall Expansion and Remodeling – Big Lake Fire Department Chief, Tony Eisinger appeared before the Board to review the bids received for the general construction of the Big Lake Fire Hall Expansion and Remodeling.  Eight sealed bids were received.  5 of the sealed bids were under the project estimate of $1,200,000.  The Board reviewed a memorandum from Scott Johnson, Interim City Administrator. Chairman Petersen noted that the well would remain for use for lawn irrigation.  The concrete behind the fire station will remain to be built on.  Chairman Petersen advised that an email was received from Fred Patch, City Building Official, advising that there were typical discrepancies observed in the plans and specifications during the bidding process by Greystone Construction.  Those discrepancies should be resolved prior to execution of the construction contract.  This will allow Greystone, the design team and Fred Patch to finalize the construction documents and the contract amount.  Based on Greystone’s preliminary review there will likely be an increase in the contract amount, not to exceed $20,000. to $40,000.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to accept the results of the public bidding and authorize the township Chairman and township Clerk, in cooperation with the City of Big Lake, to enter into a contract with Greystone Construction Company for the 2006 Big Lake Fire Hall Building Additions and Remodeling.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor. The motion carried.      
b.   Don Robley – Preliminary Plat Review Hidden Hideaway -  Don Robley appeared before the Board with his engineer, Marty Campion of Otto Associates to present the Preliminary Plat of Hidden Hideaway.  Marty Campion advised that concept plan comments have been implemented into the preliminary plat.    Township Engineer, Terry Herman reviewed his comments on the plat from his May 22 review letter.  It was noted that the plat appears to meet the requirements of the subdivision ordinance in regard to separation requirements.  The Board noted that the recommendations of the Town’s Engineer must be addressed prior to final plat approval.  It was also noted that the applicant must meet the requirements of the County Highway Department.  Don Robley has reached agreements with neighbors across County Road 79 regarding boundary lines.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend preliminary plat approval.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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c.   Dan Pauly – Conditional Use Permit (CUP) Request for Furniture Shop in Accessory Building - Dan Pauly appeared before the Board to present his request for a CUP for a Furniture Shop.  He advised that he has an opportunity to design and build furniture for “Cabellas”.  He would build prototype furniture that would be outsourced for commercial production.  Dan Pauly advised that he would not be doing any furniture finishing at his location.  There will be no heavy truck traffic, no direct customer visits and no need for signs.  He advised that he has adequate room for material storage.  Dan Pauly advised that his house and accessory building are ¼ mile off County Road 15 on a 10-acre parcel.  He is currently using his accessory building for furniture production under an existing CUP.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend approval of the CUP request.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

d.   Sharon Werner – Land Issue - Chairman Petersen advised that he received a call from Sharon Werner, 17300 Highway 10, regarding her property and the sale of it to Wright Mortgage/Craig Willey.  During the title search on the property, it was noted that the Township and the City had the option of a first right of refusal for the property.  Chairman Petersen noted that there was nothing available in previous meeting minutes to clarify the Township’s position on this issue.  The Board recommended tabling action on this item and directed Clerk Hayes to speak to Sharon Werner and request further information regarding specifically what she needs the Township to do.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to table.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Chairman Petersen advised that the County Planning and Zoning Office has determined that operating a mortgage business from the property and house is an acceptable use and does not require anything more from their office. 

e.   U.S. Geological Survey Request for an Observation Well - Treasurer Warneke advised that the United State Geological Survey (USGS) has inquired about the possibility of placing a ground water monitoring well near the Big Lake Township Maintenance Building.  The USGS previously maintained monitoring wells on the Hudson property, prior to its development.  There was brief discussion.  It was determined that the placement of ground water monitoring wells should be at least 30’ from the centerline of 166th Street at the Big Lake Township Maintenance Building.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to allow the USGS to use a location at or near 166th Street subject to working with Treasurer Warneke or Supervisor Alfords to finalize location of the ground water monitoring wells.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

f.   Other – Updates – Meetings - 

     1.  Growing Green Workshop, Sherburne County Government Center, Monday, June 5 - 

     Supervisor Leslie motioned to send Supervisor Quinn to the Growing Green      

     Workshop, June 5, 2006 at the Sherburne County Government Center.  Supervisor   

     Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

2. Township Committee Representative(s) RE:  GRRL Branch Library in Big Lake – 

Supervisor Sanford motioned to send Supervisor Alfords and Chairman Petersen to be Representatives of the Township and serve on a committee to discuss the future needs of the Great River Regional Library Branch in Big Lake.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor. The motion carried.  

     3.  Township Representative at Sherburne County Historical Society Tree Planting on 

     June 17, 2006 – Supervisor Leslie advised that he would attend the tree planting 

     ceremony as a Representative for the Big Lake Town Board.   
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BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Other – Updates – Meetings - 

-Supervisor Alfords advised that crack filling started today on 197th Street.  

-Applied Ecological Services will conduct the environmental survey on June 29 and 30.  Supervisor Alfords recommended restaking the area to ensure that the correct area is looked at.  The area is .9 acres in size.  Lee Marlowe, the biologist from Applied Ecological Services will conduct the survey and would like to meet with Town Board representatives to review her findings.  The Town Board advised this information should be presented to the entire Board. Clerk Hayes was directed to set a date and time for a special meeting to review these findings. 

-Supervisor Alfords advised that bare root trees have been planted at the Big Lake Township Maintenance Building.  Clerk Hayes advised of watering schedule of trees.  

-Supervisor Sanford advised that he received a call from Bill Quinn 22167 159th Street regarding a water issue and a request to install a culvert and fill in the ditch.  John Norgren, County Ditch Inspector, advised that he briefly reviewed the complaint.  He advised the water is not coming from the county ditch; Mr. Quinn built his house in a low area.  John Norgren and Supervisor Alfords will go to the site and review the problem and possible solution with Bill Quinn.

-John Norgren, Planning Commission Representative for Big Lake Township, advised the Board that information presented to the Planning Commission regarding the size and placement of the house proposed by Chase-Michael Homes, Corp. (Michael McGuiggan) in the Second Plat of Birch Lake Beach was not the same information presented to the Town Board at its Board Meeting on March 22, 2006.  Furthermore, Michael McGuiggan presented a plan to the Planning Commission to bore under the Township’s parking lot and road to install the septic system.  There was discussion with the Township regarding boring under the road.  It was noted that the Township has permitted this in the past; however, there is no easement agreement between the Township and Michael McGuiggan to bore under the new parking lot.  The Town Board advised John Norgren that the house and septic placement issues must be worked out with the Township.  The plans must be brought before the Town Board for approval.  John Norgren advised his would take this information back to the Planning Commission.        

- Terry Herman, Township Engineer, advised that publishing of the 209th Avenue and County Road 50 projects will appear in the next issue of the “Construction Bulletin”.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  May 23 county Transportation Plan Meeting Review – Chairman Petersen advised that the County will be reviewing their road inventory and turning back County Roads that don’t meet the lowest level of expectation to the Township that they are located in.  

2.  Other – Updates – Meetings - 

-Chairman Petersen advised that the County has had conversations with the City of Elk River regarding their interest in extending and connecting City roads to Big Lake Township roads.  Chairman Petersen noted that the City of Elk River should meet with Big Lake Township to discuss.  The County may coordinate meetings to facilitate discussion of these mutual transportation concerns.  
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-Chairman Petersen advised that County Road 81 has been closed for over two months while the City of Big Lake installs water and sewer service lines.  Sherburne County Highway Engineer, Rhonda Lewis advised that the County would not allow the City of Big Lake to close County Roads again.  Chairman Petersen further advised that he discussed Doug Urhammer and Ron Klindworth’s plans for development and City water/sewer service along State Highway 25 and County Road 14 with Rhonda Lewis and Dick Corbin.  Rhonda Lewis advised that County Road 11 is at capacity and drive times can’t sustain more traffic.  It would be the County Highway Departments preference that development be considered in 3 years.   

-Chairman Petersen advised that Northstar Corridor meetings for June and July have been cancelled.  The NCDA is in the process of making applications for compliance items such as American Disability Act (ADA) required ramps at the train stations.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

MS4 Compliance Discussion – Supervisor Alfords reviewed the MS4 requirements and the progress he has made in reviewing the requirements and condensing it to begin the process of becoming compliant.  Supervisor Alfords briefly reviewed the 6 elements and 30 disciplines mandated in the MS4 requirement.  He noted that some items could dovetail policies and requirements already in place by the County; however, the Township is the responsible for party for its compliance.  Our MS4 is due February 15, 2007.  There was discussion by the Board regarding how to proceed, compliance enforcement and viewing of MS4 in place by other government entities such as the City of Elk River.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

Town of Big Lake

