Second Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

May 25, 2005


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, May 25, 2005, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 22 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Larry Alfords, Supervisor

David Quinn, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Jim Sanford, Supervisor  





Norm Leslie, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Adopt Joint Resolution for Annexation of Robert and Katherine Gramsey Property 56.45 acres Under an OAA.  b) Renew Contract with Options Inc. and Increase Daily Rate From $38.00 to $42.00.  c) Authorize BLFD to Seek Bids for 3,000-Gallon Tanker. Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

7:03 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING OPENED – FOR CONSIDERATION OF ESTABLISHING TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT NO. 2-4 AND 2-5 WITHIN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 2. 

Big Lake Economic Development Authority Director, Jim Thares gave a brief statement of the purpose for the hearing.  It was noted that creating the new districts would allow tax increment to be collected for the maximum number of year (9 years total) to reimburse the City and Township for land costs along with roads, sewer and water infrastructure.  The BLEDA reviewed the TIF District information at their regular meeting on May 16, 2005 and approved the resolutions.  No comments or questions were brought forward by the audience.  
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7:08 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED – FOR CONSIDERATION OF ESTABLISHING TAX INCREMENT FINANCING DISTRICT NO. 2-4 AND 2-5 WITHIN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 2. 

Big Lake Township and the City of Big Lake held public hearings to discuss the establishment of TIF District No. 2-4 and 2-5 within development district 2 and take comments.  No resolutions were presented for approval.

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

A. Jason Zachman/CUP for a Home Business-Wood Staining – Jason Zachman appeared before the Board to request a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for a home business in an accessory building to operate a staining/finishing business.  Jason Zachman submitted a letter explaining the business including how waste products will be disposed.  He advised that there would not be any outdoor odors.  He advised that staining doesn’t occur daily and it is not sprayed; only the topcoat is sprayed.   He further noted that there are no covenants on this lot or the adjacent lot in Meadowlands III, prohibiting this type of activity.  It was noted by the Board that currently there aren’t many homes in the area now, but it is expected that there will be several in the near future.  Jason Zachman inquired if a CUP can be revoked.  John Norgren, Big Lake Township Planning Commission Representative addressed his question.  The Board determined, based on the information presented, that Jason Zachman may be able to provide further information that would allow for a staining/finishing business if equipment is effective and used to prevent fumes and odors from being detected by the neighbors.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend denial based on concerns with fumes and recommended that Jason Zachman get the supporting documentation to demonstrate that fumes and odors can be reduced to an undetectable level before he proceeds to the County Planning Commission.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

B.  LeRoy Peterson/Variance Request to Build a Residence on Outlot A Shorewood Acres – LeRoy Peterson appeared before the Board to request a variance to build a home on outlot A of Shorewood Acres.  It was noted that a variance to build on this lot was approved in October 1988, however, for an unknown reason, the residence was never constructed and the variance expired.  John Norgren inquired when a home would be built on the property if it were approved, noting that a variance still expires one year from approval, unless an extension is applied for and granted.  It was noted that variances expire due to the possibility of ordinance changes.  There was discussion regarding access onto County Road 14.  LeRoy Peterson advised that this lot would share a driveway with the lot on the East.  The Board noted that the lot is approximately 1.6 acres and is larger than the other lots in Shorewood Acres.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to recommend approval of the variance request with the same conditions as allowed in 1988.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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C.  Corey & Susan Flagg/166th Street River Access Parking – Chairman Petersen reviewed the approval received from Roger Straddel, DNR and interest from Sherburne County Sentence To Service Crew Leader, Jerome Kleis in clearing logs and trimming trees in the Elk River.  Several people were in the audience to address this issue. Chairman Petersen called on each person interested in addressing the Board.  

Sue Flagg, 16608 205th Avenue, Big Lake: Requested signage be clarified to advise people using the access where they can park.  

Dave Anderson, 14845 County Road 30, Big Lake: Advised he and his family use the access often and want to see it available for public use. 

Mark Olsen, 18778 Yankton Street NW, Elk River: Advised he uses the access 10 to 15 times per year.  He puts 6 to 10 tubes in his truck and goes down the river to his house in about 3 to 4 hours.  He stated that the access isn’t maintained very well and that he picks up other people’s trash when he is there.  He recommended putting up “No overnight camping/parking” signs.  He further noted that people who want to use the access are naturalists and don’t typically leave trash or abuse the area.  He inquired if the park department or the public works department could adopt the area or maintain it.  He stated that he sometimes asks residents along the river for access, and felt that on any given day 20 to 30 canoes and kayaks come down the river.  He noted that the Township needs to provide a place to park.  

Sherburne County Sergeant, Steve Doran advised that the Sheriff’s Department would enforce any ordinance the Township adopts, but is unsure of how to enforce short term parking.  

John Norgren, 14575 Ranch Road, Big Lake: Suggested that the Township consider creating a park and walk at the maintenance building site on 166th Street.  He further noted that the Township hasn’t said that use of the access is the problem, it is parking at the site that is.  

Corey Flagg, 16608 205th Avenue: Advised that he has no problems with parking at the access. He noted that the area is 66’ wide and is 2.5 acres in total size.  He advised he spoke to Randy Miller, BLFD Assistant Fire Chief, regarding the status of the fire lane.  It was noted that the Fire Department would be reluctant to give up the fire lane access and that it could be used for a future water rescue site.  He suggested that the left 33’ be used for parking and the right 33’ be kept open for the fire lane.  Supervisor Quinn noted that a 40’ truck and trailer parked in the access would still allow 26’ for the fire lane.  Corey Flagg noted that the spot is beautiful and should be available for people to use.  Supervisor Quinn asked Sergeant Doran about the number of property damage reports the Sheriff’s Department has received.  Sergeant Doran advised that he didn’t have specific information with him, but that in the 15 years he has been with the department he has never answered a call there and knows of only one recently from the Thomas’s.  

Pam Thomas, 20545 166th Street, Big Lake: Advised that their attorney has given them an opinion that the deed to the Township for the property is deed specific for use as a highway over the river.  She distributed copies of the fire lane policy and letter she and her husband received when the fire lane was established, calling attention to portions of the documents highlighted.  She advised that their fence has had be fixed twice in the last 2 years and had to retrieve a portion of the fence from the river one of the times.  She noted that this has become a party area and that problems are increasing.  She advised that she is not against tubing, canoeing and other river activities, only that the no parking be honored.  
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Chairman Petersen noted that the Township needs to pass an ordinance to get the no parking enforced.  Dave Thomas, 20545 166th Street, said that Statute is enough to issue a ticket.  Sergeant Doran advised that Sheriff’s position is to pass an ordinance.  

Arne Engstrom, 20850 Meadowvale Road NW, Elk River: Advised that he leaves one car at the access and one where he exits the river.  He noted that in the interest of recreational support he would like it kept as a public access.  He advised he has a friend on the Elk River Fire Department who advised that pulling water from the river is a problem, but can be done as a last resort.  He suggested declaring the area a public access, putting up signage for parking direction and providing overflow parking on Township property.  More restrictive signage to help Thomas’s should be considered.  He noted that from a recent survey regarding parks, the number one priority for county citizens was trails and he would consider the river a trail.  He further noted that in the future, accesses should be added along the river.  

Chairman Petersen recommended that Arne Engstrom, Commissioner assist with getting Sentence to Service to help with river clean up.  Supervisor Larry Alfords read a letter from Big Lake Township resident Judith Hidde who could not attend tonight’s meeting.  Pam Thomas inquired who received the land the public access was on at 201ast and County Road 15 and suggested that a canoe access be constructed there when a new development is done in the future.  Dave Thomas inquired why all the accesses aren’t fire lanes.  The Board advised that some are, and parking is an issue that precludes others.  Corey Flagg inquired why it wasn’t an issue that it wasn’t being used as a highway from 1936 to 1991 when it was established as a fire lane.    

Supervisor Alfords noted that this should be used as an access and some parking should be allowed.  The signage needs to be changed to better show the parking area.  He recommended “No Parking From 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. Violators Will Be Towed”.  He advised that the issue needs to be dealt with and that this is an asset to the community.  Supervisor Quinn agreed, adding that the Township should do more maintenance, such as mowing it, having garbage containers, and allowing some parking.  He further noted that there was more good to be gained by keeping it open than closing it.  Dave Thomas stated that he was not here to close the access down, he just wants the resolution honored regarding the no parking.  John Norgren encouraged the use of the access, with respect to Thomas’s driveway.  Damage to the driveway was mentioned.  Supervisor Alfords advised that he has been to the access and has not seen any damage specific to their driveway.  

Chairman Petersen advised he will get Big Lake Fire Chief, Kevin Petersen to come to a meeting to discuss the fire lane and will get the Sheriff’s input on what should be included in an ordinance for parking enforcement.  Clerk Hayes will contact Township Attorney, Peter Tiede to find out if the Township can draft the ordinance.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to table any action on this issue until these contacts can be made.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The Board noted that the access should be mowed when Bailey Station Cemetery is mowed.  Corey Flagg thanked the Board for their time.      
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D.  Frank Rehder/Big Lake American Legion Gambling License Renewal – Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the request for renewal of the gambling license for the Big Lake American Legion.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.

E.  David Fox/Use of Fire Department Property for Spudfest Fireworks Display – David Fox advised that the Knights of Columbus will be purchasing the fireworks.  Spudfest is the direct contractor for the fireworks and holds the insurance.  The supplier is the same as last year.  The Fire Chief and Police Chief have given been asked about use of the property.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the request for use of the fire department property for spudfest fireworks display.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

F.  Consider Increase in Town Hall Rental Rate Currently $150., $125., and $50. – Chairman Petersen advised that he received a call from Santiago Township regarding their interest in building a new Town Hall, and they had questions regarding our rental rates.  Considering all of the additional costs associated with renting the Town Hall and a comparison with the rental fees of other local venues it was determined by the Board that this should be placed on the June 8 agenda to discuss rental rate increases.  

G.  Consider Quote for VCT Tile Floor Cleaning – Clerk Hayes presented a quote for tile floor cleaning for the kitchen, hallway and restrooms in the amount of $304.00.  Leadens Building Maintenance is the same company that cleans the carpet.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to proceed and schedule tile floor cleaning.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Ridgewood Heights Drainage Easement Issue – Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that he has been working with Supervisor Alfords to design an improvement plan for this easement.  The channel will have riprap and vegetative cover with a pipe from 182nd Avenue down to the river.  The estimated cost for this is $25,000. to $30,000. As noted at the May 11, 2005, a grant is available for approximately $8,000. to $12,000. of the project.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to authorize the road committee to finalize the project plans and proceed for the estimated costs presented tonight.  Chairman Petersen seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.    

2. Other – Updates – Meetings –-

· Terry Herman advised that the County would assume all maintenance on the frontage road at County Road 81 and Berndt Pond Estates.

· Chairman Petersen advised that the legal description for the future Dahlheimer Distributing Company site was wrong in the legislative bill.  It will now be part of the reviser’s bill that corrects all minor typographical errors, etc.  There is no date of when this will be done.
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· Supervisor Alfords advised that Lord of Glory Lutheran Church as asked that the Township look at their parking lot.  The new frontage road has created an increase in runoff.  The church is inquiring if the Township could repair this in exchange for use of the church as precinct 1 at no charge.  Terry Herman and Larry Alfords advised that they have looked at the site and that any repair would be difficult due to the fact that the new ditch is higher than the parking lot.  It was determined that the road committee will work on getting repair estimates together for consideration.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. EDA Expansion Committee Meeting 5-18-05 Report – Chairman Petersen advised that he and Supervisor Alfords attended the meeting.  The topic of discussion was a piece of property that is being considered for the Industrial Park Expansion.  Two visits have been made to the property owner and a price has been suggested.  

2. Other – Meeting – Updates - Chairman Petersen advised that the City of Big Lake has approached Maurice Smith with an interest in purchasing property to build a new police department building. The City’s architect has reviewed the fire department site and building and has determined that it is not possible to connect or build in proximity to it. The City is interested in constructing a two- story, free standing, 15,000-sq. ft. building.  

3. Other-Updates-Meetings – Chairman Petersen advised that White Bear Clothing is purchasing the last lot in Industrial Park East.  They intend to begin construction in August and plan to be in the building by the end of the year.  A Joint Powers Board meeting will most likely be held in June to review the site plan and approve any land preparation subsidy.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Quinn to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

