Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

June 13, 2007


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, June 13, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 14 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Chairman 





Bob Hofer, Supervisor 

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 5-9-07; and, Second Monthly Meeting 5-23-07.  b) Approve List of Claims (Disbursement List will be received at Meeting) 47 claims totaling $104,504.44 c) Accept Residential Mortgage Group Donation and Big Lake Jaycees Donation to BL Fire Department.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Kinghorn Construction-Requesting to amend existing C.U.P. for a Hwy P.U.D. condition “G” which states “there shall be no access to CSAH 14” by allowing employee passenger car/pick-up access (1 of 2) – Jim Strecker, Kinghorn Construction was present to answer any questions from the Board.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to recommend approval of the request to amend the existing C.U.P. for a HWY P.U.D. condition “G” to be amended to: g) Access onto CSAH 14 shall be permitted for passenger vehicles only (no truck traffic or deliveries) via the existing driveway in the SE 
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corner of the property.  The access onto the driveway shall be controlled as stipulated in the County Traffic Engineer’s letter dated May 10, 2007.  Supervisor Hofer seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor.  The motion carried.

b) Clint Corrow/C.R. Development-Requesting a 2-year extension on the Preliminary Cluster Residential Plat of Rivercrest Farms (3rd) Addition (1 of 1) – Clint Corrow was present to present this item and answer questions from the Board.  The Board reviewed the May 17, 2007 Sherburne County Planning Commission Minutes regarding the extension request.  Rivercrest Farms was originally platted in 2001and has been granted two extensions, in 2003 and 2005.  It was noted by John Norgren, Big Lake Township Planning Commission representative, that the surrounding developments are tied into the design of Rivercrest Farms 3rd Addition; therefore, it seemed appropriate to approve a 2-year extension.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to recommend approval of a 2-year extension on the Preliminary Cluster Residential Plat of Rivercrest Farms (3rd) Addition.  Supervisor Leslie seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor.  The motion carried.

c) Dale & Mary Nord/CUP Home Business in Accessory Building-Excavation (2 of 2) – Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the C.U.P. for a Home Business in an accessory building for an Excavating Company located on Lot 8, Block 1, Nord Estates, Big Lake Township on 28.11 acres with the following conditions:

1. Days and hours of operation shall be Monday thru Friday, 7:00 am – 5:00 pm.

2. All equipment shall be stored inside with the exception of a skid loader & attachments, miscellaneous piping, casting, beams, concrete adjusting rigs, and related materials which shall be stored inside a three-sided structure with the open side facing south, away from neighboring homes.  The three-sided structure shall be constructed within 90-days of County Board approval of the CUP.  There may be no heavy equipment or materials stored on site other than what is permitted by this CUP.

3. All equipment must be stored a minimum of 150’ from the OHWL of Tibbits Brook, a tributary stream of the Elk River. 

4. There may be no more than two employees other than a member of the household residing on the premises.

5. There may be no more than one non-illuminated business sign totaling not more than 12 sq ft on the premises.

6. The applicant shall black top his driveway to control dust.   This must be completed within 90 days of the County Board approval. 

7. Excessive noise, glare, odors, traffic or other nuisances may be justification for the County to revoke or modify the terms of the CUP.  

8. All solid and liquid waste must be handled and disposed of according to MPCA and OSHA regulations.

9. The property owner shall permit the County to inspect the property on-site 

during normal business hours.

10. The property owner shall comply with all local, state, and federal regulations

11. All back-up alarms on equipment shall be disconnected.

12. The findings in Sec 18, Subd 3, Item 5 have been made. 

Supervisor Hayes seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor.  The motion carried.  It was noted that for future requests of this kind, safety switches on machinery should not be disconnected.  
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d) Scott & Laura Snare-Requesting a C.U.P. for a Plumbing and HVAC Business in a Commercial District (1 of 2) – Scott & Laura Snare were present to answer any questions from the Board.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to recommend approval of a C.U.P. for a Plumbing and HVAC business in a Commercial District with the following comments and recommendations: 

1. Normal operation hours are Monday * Friday 5:30AM * 6:30 PM.  Service is necessary 24 hrs. 7 days a week when needed by customers; therefore, employees are allowed to come and go 24 hrs. 7 days a week. 
2. No vehicle maintenance is allowed on-site. 

3. No hazardous waste will be stored on-site.
4. Impervious surface area on the lot, including driveways and parking areas whether paved or not, should be considered for up to 50%.    
5. Applicant must obtain a Shoreland Alteration Permit from the Zoning Office prior to removal of any trees within 150' of the lake if the Zoning Ordinance requires a permit.

6. If outdoor storage is requested, applicant will be required to comply with County requirements for fencing and/or screening.  

7. No above or below-ground fuel tanks on site.

Supervisor Hayes seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor.  The motion carried.

e) River Rock Bar & Grill (FKA: River Inn/Saloon)-Requesting a C.U.P. for an Outdoor Tent Party as part of a New Grand Opening Promotion (1 of 2) – Mark Kammener was present to answer any questions from the Board.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to recommend approval of a C.U.P. for an outdoor tent party as part of a new grand opening promotion for the River Rock Bar & Grill with the following comments and recommendations: 

1. Parking should be limited to the on-site parking lot and the Westerly/North Westerly field with property owner’s permission.   Parking requirements should be controlled as stipulated in the County Traffic Engineer’s letter dated June 6, 2007.  

2. Temporary fencing and patrolling security should be in place around the entire perimeter of the area used for the event, during event hours.

3.  Customer age verification and “wristband” should be done prior to entering the event.  

4.  Event hours for the Grand Opening on Friday, August 24, 12:00 Noon to 10:00 p.m., Saturday, August 25, Noon to 10:00 p.m.; and, Sunday, August 26, 12:00 Noon to 8:00 p.m. 

5.  Hours of outdoor music on Friday, August 24, 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.; and, Saturday, August 25, 2:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

6.  Applicant must apply for a license and comply with the requirements of the appropriate County and/or State Agency’s regarding alcohol and liquor sales for this event.

7.  County Sheriff’s Department recommendations may be incorporated into these proposed requirements.

Supervisor Leslie seconded to the motion.  All present voted in favor.  The motion carried.  
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f) Bailey Station Cemetery-

- Above Ground Cremation Vault Presentation-Deb Bell, Cold Spring Granite presented information regarding granite columbarium cremation niches.  The columbarium is 2-sided with 48 niches.  The cost of the unit is $10,699.  John Norgren advised that there has been some interest shown in above ground cremation niches at Bailey Station Cemetery; and, that two unsolicited $500. donations have been offered towards the purchase of a columbarium.  John Norgren suggested that a survey be printed in the next Township Newsletter to see if there is enough interest from the Township community to pursue the purchase of a columbarium.  If purchased, it would be placed East of the center feature in an unplatted area of the cemetery.  John Norgren advised that donations would be accepted towards this purchase and anticipates this project to be 2 to 3 years in the future.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to have the Cemetery Board move forward with this proposal and promote the purchase of a columbarium.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.      

- Shrub Plantings at Gates- John Norgren presented a proposal for shrubs and plantings at the Bailey Station Cemetery gates created by E.G.G.S Landscaping Inc.  The total cost of the plantings, labor and one spraying totaled $1,882.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the planting proposal as presented.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

- Increase Lot Prices- John Norgren presented proposed cemetery fee increases.  It was noted that cemetery fees have not been increased since 2001.  Increased costs of services have been absorbed.  There was brief discussion regarding leaving the cost for a lot for Big Lake Township residents at $400.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve price increases as proposed and to create a new price category for lots for Big Lake Township residents at $400.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.    

g) Jane Dumonceaux, Salida Event Center/Big Lake Fire Department Fireman’s Dance-3.2 Beer Sales – Jane Dumonceaux appeared before the Board regarding the August 11, 2007 Big Lake Fireman’s Dance.  She advised that she had been contacted by someone from the Big Lake Fire Department regarding the dance and was asked to apply for the liquor license and provide servers/wait staff.  She advised that it was her understanding that the Big Lake Lion’s would sell the drink tickets.  She had no further information.  Supervisor and Lion’s Club Member, Norm Leslie advised that he was unaware of this arrangement and questioned if anyone from the Lion’s Club had been approached about this new serving plan, noting that the Big Lake Lion’s Club have handled applying for the license and serving for many years.  Due to a lack of information, Supervisor Hofer motioned to table this item to the June 27, 2007 Big Lake Town Board Agenda. Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.      

h) Other-Updates-Meetings-

- Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Captain Steve Doran – Captain Doran was present to answer any questions and address any issues brought forward by the Board or staff.  Captain Doran advised that he has met with Mr. Kammener regarding the proposed tent 
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party at the River Rock Bar & Grill.  ATV misuse continues to be investigated.  No other issues were brought forward.  

- County Commissioner, Ewald Petersen – Commissioner Petersen presented several updates from the County:

-Legacy Grant-The Legacy Grant pays for only green material used.  The project has to be at least 25% green to qualify for the grant.  For reimbursement of green material, pre-consumer waste is covered at 100% and post-consumer waste is covered at 50%.  Approval of the grant is made pending verification of green material percentage used.  The Township should check with Dave Lucas regarding specific questions and rules of the grant.  Commissioner Petersen further noted that only one project per community/jurisdiction is allowed under the grant.  In the future, the County Board of Commissioners could change this stipulation.     

-Sherburne County Administrator’s County EDA Letter to City of Big Lake – Commissioner Petersen advised that he had not received a copy of the letter.  Chairman Sanford advised that the Big Lake EDA received the letter in their meeting packet June 11, 2007.  Chairman Sanford recommended that the Township option out of participating in the County EDA.  He further noted that if Township is not allowed to opt out, that money collected in Big Lake Township be put into a designated fund to be used only in Big Lake Township.  It was noted that the Township should send this recommendation to the County as a resolution.  Clerk Hayes was directed to draft the resolution.  Commissioner Petersen advised he isn’t opposed to a County EDA, noting the uncertain future of tax income from power and other utility companies and the need for the County, Cities and Townships to develop other businesses to recapture these dollars.      

-DNR/ReLeaf Grant- The County has decided to not take on the task of applying for their $30,000. ReLeaf Grant due to the ordinance they would be required to adopt and its cumbersome requirements.     

-Township Survey on Commercial & Industrial Development – Commissioner Petersen reviewed the results of the Planning & Zoning Office’s survey.  Six Townships replied to the survey.  Commissioner Petersen advised that he is opposed to allowing conditional use permits for people who build pole barns and then apply for a CUP to put a business in the building.  He reviewed a situation that occurred in Big Lake Township in which land was purchased.  A pole building and house were constructed on the lowest feasible portion of the property only to have the owner develop the rest of the property and then move out.  Commissioner Petersen advised that there is no record at Sherburne County of anyone leaving their CUP to move their business into a commercial zone.  

-Northstar- Commissioner Petersen advised that the bids will be let on Tuesday, June 19 for grading at the Big Lake Station site.  A meeting was held last Friday, June 8 with representatives from Northstar, Kimley-Horn, MNDot, Sherburne County, Big Lake Township and the City of Big Lake regarding the effect of Northstar Construction on County Road 43 traffic.  Commissioner Petersen gave several other updates regarding Northstar and the Northstar Corridor Development Authority (NCDA).
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BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS
1) Security and Repairs at Maintenance Building 166th Street- Treasurer Warneke advised that the back door knob has been broken off at the maintenance building on 166th Street in what appears to be an attempt to break into the building.  There was brief discussion regarding what to do about increasing the strength of the doors and locks on the building.  There was also discussion regarding ATV’s driving over the berm and installing a more substantial barrier.  Treasurer Warneke was directed to put together a recommendation for the berm.  The building committee will handle the repairs and improvements to the doors and locks. 

2) Other-Updates-Meetings-
-211th Avenue – Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that two quote requests were sent out for the 211th Avenue Guardrail Improvements.  One quote was received and opened on June 11.  The second potential bidder was contacted.  The potential bidder advised that they didn’t stock the guardrail; had two other jobs waiting and therefore chose not to bid the project.  The quote received from H & R Construction Company is 14% less than the Engineer’s estimate of $25,000. Therefore, the Engineer recommended that the work be awarded to H & R Construction Company in the amount of $21, 580.80.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to award the bid to H& R Construction Company with work to start as soon as possible upon the receipt of their Certificate of Insurance.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.    

-Dawson Addition/156th Street – Township Engineer, Todd McLouth presented final culvert maps in the Dawson Addition/156th Street.  Several culverts need to be replaced and repositioned with size appropriate culverts.  Supervisor Alfords will be working with John Herbst on the improvement project.  

-205th Avenue – Township Engineer, Todd McLouth advised that the specifications for the bid packets are complete.  The project will call for 3’ foot paved shoulders.  The project area begins East of 170th Street (Woodland Hills).  The Engineer’s estimate is $245,000.  If bids are approved to be let tonight, they will be opened July 10 and presented at the July 11 Township Meeting.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the bid specifications and send the project out for bids.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) ATV Issues – Steve Pearson, Developer of Knick Knack Knoll advised that he has lost only 1 sign and received only one negative letter following news coverage of trespass and vandalism with ATV’s in Knick Knack Knoll.  Steve Pearson has offered a reward and increased patrol from the Sheriff’s Office seems to be helping.  
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2) Meeting Updates from Township Representatives - 

a) EDA – Chairman Sanford advised that the expansion purchase for Industrial Park East is moving forward.  A couple of other interests have contacted the EDA regarding lots in Marketplace 2nd Addition.  Two businesses have shown interest in the Ataboy building.  
b) Lion’s Park Trails – Supervisor Leslie; Clerk Hayes; County Forester, Tim Edgeton; Soil & Water Conservation District, Gina Hugo; and, County Environmental Specialist Jen Oknick walked the area of the proposed trail at Lion’s Community Park.  Supervisor Leslie outlined the trail site for the Board.  Several areas of Buckthorn and Poison Ivy were found and recommended for eradication during the walk.  Following the walk, it was recommended that the Township mark the trail for brushing & mowing this fall, after foliage has died back. Options of creating another ball-diamond in the open grassy area were discussed.  The Board unanimously approved to mark out a semi-final trail design this fall and prepare to seek funding from Big Lake Township’s share of  the County Park Fund. 

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - The Cash Balance Statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $2,293,580.16 and escrow accounts of $89,706.70 totaling  $2,383,286.86.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the total receipts and disbursements to date in each of the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds. Treasurer Warneke noted that the budgets should be at 50% , noting half of the year is over.  The 1st property tax settlement has not been received yet.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Supervisor Leslie advised that Rick Aubol had approximately 15 volunteers come to the park last weekend along with several Lion’s Club Members to work on the ball diamond improvements.  The only thing left to do is put the fence on the posts and spray the ball field.  The Lion’s Club painted the garbage area fence and replaced the gate, spread the wood chips on the playground and repaired some benches.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Leslie to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:34 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

