Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

June 14, 2006


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, June 14, 2006, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 7 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 5-10-06; Second Monthly Board Meeting 5-24-06.  b) Call Meeting for June 30, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall for purpose of reviewing Applied Ecological Services Findings.  c) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received, 59 claims totaling $271,159.65.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Sergeant Doran was present to address any issues or concerns from the Board.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK
a. Marty Campion/Meadowbrook – Preliminary Plat Approval – No one appeared to present this item.
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b. Michael McGuiggan/Chase Michael Homes –Variance Request Clarification in BLB – The applicant arrived at 7:10 p.m. and was heard following item d. under the Clerk’s Report.  Dorothy McGuiggan, representative for Michael McGuiggan appeared before the Board to review options for pursuing a variance request to build a home in Birch Lake Beach.  John Norgren, Big Lake Township’s Planning Advisory Representative advised that Michael McGuiggan is not eligible to present the same variance request for one year.  He noted that no hardship to substantiate the variance request was demonstrated.  A letter, from D & M and Sons, Inc. was presented to the Board of Adjustment advising that the 2” pressure line will pass under 159th Street along the property lines and will not be placed under the parking area of the public access.  John Norgren further noted that the Board of Adjustment determined the proposed 2,500 sq. ft house was too large for the .63-acre lot.  Options for pursuing construction on the lot were discussed.  It was recommended that the house be restyled and reduced in size and reviewed by Sherburne County Zoning Administrator, Nancy Riddle or Lynn Waytashek.        

c. Milton Werner/B.L. Jaycees – Raffle at Big Lake American Legion – Terri Ann Kimball appeared before the Board to present the request for a Jaycee sponsored raffle to be held at the Big Lake American Legion in September 2006.  The raffle proceeds will be used to assist members of the 417th Minnesota Marine Corp Unit.  The raffle item is a shotgun.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the Big Lake Jaycees raffle at the Big Lake American Legion.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.   

d. Jim Strecker, Kinghorn Construction – CUP for MN Limited to operate in an Ag. Zone– Jim Strecker, Kinghorn Construction appeared before the Board to present a request for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to operate a contractor’s yard; and, an amendment to the Sherburne County Comprehensive Land Use Map from agricultural to business/industrial, and to amend the Sherburne County Zoning Map from Agricultural to Industrial.  Chairman Petersen noted that in 1997 a secondary zoning along MN State Highway 25 was passed by the County for a ¼ mile corridor along both sides of the road.  He further noted this property falls within that area.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend approval of the request to change the County Comprehensive Land Use Plan and zoning from agricultural to industrial.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  In regard to the CUP request, Chairman Petersen noted that the Town Board has reviewed this request as a concept plan and found no reason to delay the project.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend approval of the request for a CUP to operate a contractor’s yard.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.     

e. Sharon Werner Land Issue – Chairman Petersen noted that there was an error in the legal description of the property, which caused an overlap of approximately 150’.  The Township’s Attorney Peter Tiede has drafted a quit claim deed, which addresses the question of whether the Township has any remaining interest in the property.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to sign the quit claim deed.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.     
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f. Big Lake Fire Department Issues  -

1. Letter to Sherburne County Requesting Waiver of Building Permit Fees - Supervisor Leslie motioned to send a letter to the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners requesting consideration to waive the building permit fees relating to the expansion of the Big Lake Fire Station.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried. 

2. Construction Mgmt. Services Agreement with Northwest Inspection    

Services – Chairman Petersen advised that the City of Big Lake has entered into a construction management services agreement with Fred Patch, Northwest Inspection Services (NIS) for several City renovation and expansion projects in 2006 and 2007 including the Big Lake Fire Station Expansion.  Big Lake Township, although a partner with the City of Big Lake on the expansion project, does not have a contract with NIS.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to adopt a Construction Management Service Agreement with Northwest Inspection Services.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  Chairman Petersen proposed that change order items less than $1,000. could be approved by Fred Patch; and, change orders greater than $1,000. must be approved by a committee of City and Township Board members.  The Board unanimously approved the recommended proposal.    

3. Ground Breaking Ceremony for Big Lake Fire Hall Expansion and 

Remodeling – Chairman Petersen noted that the ground breaking for the Big Lake Fire Hall Expansion will be held on Wednesday, June 28th at 3:00 p.m.  This will be a special gathering for City and Township Officials, Fire Department and Ambulance personnel and Greystone Construction.

g. Board Approval of Lot Split regarding Maurice and Evangeline Smith Property, 

Scott Bitzer and James DeChene property – Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the lot splits for the Maurice and Evangeline Smith Property, Scott A. Bitzer, and James L. DeChene properties.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

h. Other-Updates-Meetings – A workshop on sustainable forestry June 22 in Mora, MN – There was discussion regarding the pertinence of these meetings for the Township.  It was noted that recent meetings focusing in this topic range have been disappointing.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to decline sending a Township representative to this meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  MS4 Storm water Permit –The Township has received only one response to inquiries made to engineering firms listed as working on MS4s by the MPCA.  The Town Board will need to determine if professional services are hired or if Township staff and Board 
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Members prepare the requested MS4 paperwork internally.  Chairman Petersen advised that Supervisor Alfords will discuss this at the next meeting.  

2.  Other – Updates – Meetings – Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that eleven bid packets were requested for the 209th Avenue and County Road 50 (187th Avenue) Road Improvements.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. EDA – Chairman Petersen advised that Jim Johnson is preparing plans to present to the EDA for a 25,000 sq. ft. $1.1 million addition to Paragon Store Fixtures.  The addition would create 15 new jobs.  The Expansion Committee met and discussed the possibility of another industrial park project.  The committee asked Jim Thares, City Economic Development Director to approach Bruggeman Builders regarding their property north of Industrial Park East.  Infrastructure costs would be significantly less if the current industrial park could be expanded.  

2. Other – Updates – Meetings – Chairman Petersen and Supervisor Sanford will be attending a meeting at Big Lake City Hall with representatives from the City of Monticello and the City of Big Lake to discuss crossing the Mississippi River with Monticello City utilities.  Sherburne County Planner, Jon Sevald and Sherburne County Highway Engineer, Rhonda Lewis will also attend the meeting.
- Chairman Petersen advised that Allina Health Care, through their subsidiaries may approach the EDA in regard to building a clinic in the Big Lake area.

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  Clean up day costs and land purchases were included in tonight’s claim.  It was noted that until the May/June property tax settlement is received, four of the funds are in a deficit.  The 101 fund has 5 accounts that are over budget.  Treasurer Warneke hopes to not have to cash in any CD’s in the interim.  Treasurer Warneke further noted that the Assessing invoice is up 30% from last year.  He inquired with Terry Nagorski, present in the audience, if the Township had that many more parcels or if they have increased their cost to the Township for services.  The Cash Balance Statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $1,753,629.23 and escrow accounts of $145,498.22 totaling $1,899,127.45.  

Chairman Petersen advised that City Finance Director, Corey Boyer has been working with the County Auditor’s Office regarding the City and Townships joint taxing district.  It appears that the City owes the Township additional property tax money from Progressive and possibly other business in the tax district.  
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Chairman Petersen further noted that the City and Township will need to purchase some additional furnishings for the fire hall.  Some of the furnishings will need to available for storage purposes when construction begins.  Fred Patch has the ability to purchase federal government liquidation items.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Clerk Hayes advised that anyone planning to attend the Summer Short Course should register with her before June 30 to take advantage of the early bird discount.  The Summer Short Course will be held in St. Cloud on Monday, July 10.  

All Supervisors are encouraged to take a two-hour election judge training course offered by the County Auditor so they are prepared if emergency judges are necessary.  Clerk Hayes advised that there are approximately 45 judges scheduled to take the training.  

There was brief discussion regarding the status of the fire hall construction and its use as precinct 3.

Township Engineer, Terry Herman inquired whether the Board would like to give Preliminary Plat approval to Meadowbrook based on the Engineer’s comments recommending preliminary approval.  Supervisor Sanford stated that it is not Board policy to give any plat approval without a representative of the plat appearing before the Board to present and answer questions.  The Board unanimously approved to take no action on the plat until the developer or their representatives are present.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:53 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

