Second Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

June 22, 2005


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, June 22, 2005, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 7 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Larry Alfords, Supervisor

Jim Sanford, Supervisor




Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
David Quinn, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of a petition from James and Sandra Arras for vacation of First Avenue in the Revised Plat of Eagle Lake Park.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as amended.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Clerk attending local election plan meetings at Sherburne County, June 27, July 25, and August 11.  b) Call Special Town Board Meeting immediately following June 29, 2005 Joint Powers Meeting.  Supervisor Sanford requested that item c) Award Bid for 3,000-Gallon Tanker be removed from the consent agenda and discussed under the Chairman’s Report. Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Sergeant Doran was present to address any issues or concerns from the Board.  There was brief discussion regarding draft Town Ordinance 2005-03 Establishing Park Rules.  Clerk Hayes advised that a call had been received from Sherburne County Attorney, Kathleen Heaney regarding prosecution of criminal activities.  Attorney Heaney advised that her office would prosecute criminal offenses on behalf of the Township for one year at which time the prosecution arrangement would be reviewed.  The County would retain fines collected as a result of prosecutions.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

A. Other-Meetings-Updates – Clerk Hayes presented a petition received from James and Sandra Arras requesting vacation of the 40 feet of right-of-way, platted as First Avenue in A Revised Plat of Eagle Lake Park.  The property is situated in Section 6, Township 33, Range 27, lying between the Westerly extension of the South line of Block 8 and the Westerly extension of the North line of Block 7, according to the recorded plat thereof.  Sandra Arras advised that the area is covered with brush and is not used as a road.  Supervisor Sanford advised that he was reluctant to recommend closing a Township right-of-way especially with the paved improvement at the north end.  He noted that an alternative to vacation of the street would be to apply for a variance to build their new home on the footprint of the current home site.  It was noted that the Township plows this in the winter.  John Norgren noted that several years ago, neighbors in the area were opposed to the vacation of a portion of Clark Street/226th Avenue.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to accept the petition for the vacation of First Street in A Revised Plat of Eagle Lake Park and to set the date for the public hearing on July 13, 2005.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Clerk Hayes was instructed to proceed according to Minnesota State § 164.07, subd. 2-12.      

B. 2nd Reading of Draft Ordinance 2005-03 Establishing Park Rules for Lions Park and Parking Regulations for River and Lake Access Areas for the Town of Big Lake – Chairman Petersen advised that Big Lake Fire Department Chief, Kevin Peterson suggested that the fire lane on 166th Street remain a fire lane.  It is the only place the fire department or other emergency crews can access the river with equipment if there were a spill in the Elk River.  The Board proceeded to conduct the second review of draft ordinance 2005-03.  The final reading and approval of the ordinance will be conducted at the July 13, 2005 Regular Monthly Board Meeting.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1. Other – Updates – Meetings –-

-Supervisor Alfords advised that the new shouldering machine is being used on 211th Avenue.  A dump truck load of material can be placed along the shoulder in 10 to 15 minutes.  It was noted that radius corners being filled aren’t holding the new gravel.  

-The corner walls at the public access and parking lot in Birch Lake Beach are finished.  

-The Quit Claim deed for property from the Town of Big Lake to Patrick and Bette Allen was presented for signatures from Chairman Petersen and Clerk Hayes.  Clerk Hayes will take the deed to the County for Recording.  

-Corners have not been marked at the 166th Street/205th Avenue river access yet.  John Oliver and Associates will be working on this.  Pam Thomas inquired if it is possible to have parking on the West Side of the access.  She presented pictures of a vehicle that ran into her fence.  Chairman Petersen and Supervisor Alfords advised that they were recently at the public access to review the parking situation.  There was brief discussion regarding the condition of Thomas’s driveway where it is damaged from users of the 
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access driving off the edge of it.  Repair to the driveway will occur later in the summer when Township road repairs are done.     

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. EDA Report – Chairman Petersen advised there was discussion regarding the 

future Joint Powers Board Meeting and agenda items that include the consideration of approval of site plans for White Bear Clothing and Industrial Molded Rubber.  There was discussion regarding the EDA assisting with the subsidy agreement between Ataboy and the Bank of Elk River.  Maintenance of 5 ditch areas in Industrial Park East were discussed.  Chairman Petersen further noted that EDA attorneys are drafting a purchase agreement for an industrial park expansion.  Township Attorney, Peter Tiede will receive the document and review it for the Township.  

2. Award Bid for 3,000-Gallon Tanker – Chairman Petersen advised that two bids had 

been received for the 3,000-gallon tanker.  The third bid was received after the deadline. Supervisor Sanford motioned to award the bid for the 3,000 gallon tanker to S & S Fire Apparatus in the amount of $195,450.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.

3. Other – Meeting – Updates - Chairman Petersen advised that he had met with 

representatives from Dahlheimer Distributing and Rhonda Lewis, Sherburne County Highway Engineer on Monday.  Placement of the building was discussed.  The current design leaves the Township with 1/3 mile of gravel road to maintain.  The plan will be revised.

-Supervisor Sanford advised that the intersection of 200th Street and Highway 25 has been marked.  The stakes are farther on the Art Peterson property than originally anticipated.  An appraiser recently approached Art Peterson.  Supervisor Sanford further advised that if the Township had not advised Art Peterson of the project earlier, this would have been his first contact.

-Northstar Corridor is planning a meeting for the Big Lake Township Board at the Anoka County Courthouse prior to their meeting on July 7, 2005.  Chairman Petersen will be receiving confirmation of this meeting, which will be forwarded to all Board members. 

-The quarterly Fire Board meeting will be held July 7, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting will include approval of establishing the Fire Hall as the Townships 3rd Precinct for State and Federal Elections.  The 2006 budget and expansion of the Fire Hall will also be on the agenda. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

