Second Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

June 23, 2004


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, June 23, 2004, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 7 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor

David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor  

Chairman Petersen noted that Deputy Clerk, Kristie Woolard was not present in the audience.

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

OPEN FORUM

Sherburne County Sheriff Deputy, Doran was present to answer any questions from the Board.  He gave the Board a list of calls received from May 1, through June 22, 2004.

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

1.  Mike and Lori Zappa/Concept Lot Line Adjustment in Zappa Addition – Lori Zappa appeared before the Board to inquire about changing a lot line in Zappa Addition.  It was noted that the plat, which was approved by the Town Board on July 8, 1998, was never recorded at the County. There was discussion regarding the fact that the multi-lot plat and road do not comply with the criteria of a simple plat by current standards.  It was further noted that if the Zappa’s choose to subdivide the property and build a road, the standard platting process would apply.  Lori Zappa advised that she and her husband would like to spit off only one buildable lot from their property and do not want to build a 
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road.  Options for platting a two lot simple plat provided there is enough existing road frontage, was briefly discussed.  Chairman Petersen advised that no action could be taken on the request for a lot line adjustment on the original, noncompliant plat.  He advised that Zappa’s would have to have an engineer create a new plat.  The Board recommended that Lori get references from John Oliver and Associates for an engineer to plat the property.  Chairman Petersen advised that Terry Herman could discuss the Township’s platting requirements with Lori for guidance purposes.  Terry Herman advised that Lori should check with the Zoning Office before she does anything else, and that if she wants to set up an appointment with Lynn Waytashek, he can come over and meet with Lori and Lynn.    

2.  Steve Pearson/Buckshot Hollow-Preliminary Plat Approval – Steve Pearson appeared before the Board to present the 26-2.5 acre lot development of Buckshot Hollow.  Adjacent property owner, Derald Ewing was present.  Steve Pearson reviewed the plats road connection to Derald’s property, which will allow for the removal of the emergency access to Ewing River Springs.  Township Engineer, Terry Herman gave his plat review comments.  Chairman Petersen reviewed Dick Corbin, Sherburne County Public Works Department comments, noted in his June 21, 2004 letter.  Chairman Petersen inquired if these comments had been met.  Steve Pearson advised that he would review and meet the comment requests made by the County.  Chairman Petersen read comments noted on the Township comment form.  The comments will be submitted to the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend preliminary plat approval subject to the developer meeting the Township Engineer’s and the Sherburne County Public Works/Highway Department’s required changes.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.        

3.  Dale Kipp/Birch Lake Beach-3’ Variance in Lot Width – Dale Kipp and Scott Schmidt appeared before the Town Board to request a 3’ variance in lot width to construct a new residence.  It was noted on the comment form that combined lots are 72’ wide.  The required lot width in a recreational development lakeshore district is 150’.  County Ordinance would allow Mr. Kipp to build on half of that width (75’) without a variance.  It was noted that with the work that has been done in the Birch Lake Beach for Road improvement, many of the building sites in the area will need variances to build.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve this 3’ variance request; and, to have the County process any future lot width variances in Birch Lake Beach administratively.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried. 

4.  Park Commission Update/Pam Thomas – Pam Thomas appeared before the Board to give a park commission report.  She advised that the commission has been working on revising the 1997 Parks and Trails Plan.  She gave the Board results of the Sherburne County 2003 Residential Study, questions 22 through 47, pertaining to County parks.  She advised that the Park Commission would be creating a map of all of the parks, trails and road shoulders in excess of 6’ in width.  Pam further noted that the State of Minnesota has mandated Sherburne County to connect into the surrounding 5 County trail system.  Derald Ewing, present in the audience, advised that he is currently on the park commission; and, he wants to be helpful to the Town Board on park 
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commission issues.  Chairman Petersen advised that Mr. Ewing should be invited to attend Township meetings when the park commission is on the agenda. 

5.  Other-Updates-Meetings –

-Hall Carpet Cleaning needs to be scheduled.  The Clerk’s Office inquired with Leadens, the company that has cleaned the carpet the last two times.  They are available to clean the carpet in late August.  They were the low quote both previous times.  The cost to clean the carpet in the hall this time will be $225.00.  The Board approved to schedule the cleaning.

-Supervisors Alfords & Petersen, Clerk Hayes, Deputy Clerk Woolard and Treasurer Warneke are registered to attend the Minnesota Association of Townships Summer Short Course in St. Cloud on July 15.  Supervisor Leslie is scheduled to attend the short course in Grand Rapids on July 29.

-Call Special Meeting, June 29, 2004 at Big Lake Town Hall at 1:00 p.m. to discuss 229th Avenue Bridge Crossing Plans.

-Big Lake Fire Board meeting, July 8, 2004 at Big Lake Fire Station at 7:00 p.m.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Other – Updates – Meetings –-

-Treasurer Warneke inquired about the status of the approach the City of Big Lake needs to build off the cul-de-sac in Triple Oaks.  Construction of the drinking water facility has begun.  Chairman Petersen advised that he would talk to City Engineer, Brad DeWolfe regarding the need to construct the required approach.  

-Road construction on 225th Avenue in Birch Lake Beach is continuing.

-Treasurer Warneke advised that the development by George Sanford, off Waco Street, connecting to Royal Oaks is being paved.  Treasurer Warneke advised that the Township signs in the area have been taken down for the road construction and questioned where the signs are.  Town Engineer, Terry Herman advised that he would have Fred Fritschell check on where the signs are located.  

-211th Avenue in Manchester Oaks is finished. Restoration work is being done.  

-Grading and the removal of areas of poor soil are being done in the plat of Black Cherry Preserve.    

-Treasurer Warneke advised that there are no reflectorized barricades in place in Elk River Rapids.  Currently, road reconstruction is taking place in that area.  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Hazardous Building Statute – A letter and draft resolution have been received from County Attorney, Kathleen Heaney regarding Minnesota Statutes Sections 463.15 through 463.23, the Hazardous Buildings Statute. The statute provides for a method of abating substandard structures and unsanitary properties and assesses the property for all costs and expenses incurred in bringing the property into compliance.  The County 

Attorney is requesting that the Township consider adopting a resolution that would authorize the Sherburne County Attorney’s Office to proceed on the Township’s behalf to use the hazardous buildings statute to abate these unsafe properties.  Supervisor Sanford questioned who will be the authority to determine if a property is substandard, which building codes would they be using, and what affect this may have on agricultural buildings.  John Norgren noted that it was his understanding that action is taken on a complaint-received basis.  Supervisor Sanford advised that he was concerned how approval of this resolution would affect all properties.  Treasurer Warneke suggested that the Board could have the County Attorney come to the Township on a case-by-case basis for approval.  Chairman Petersen noted that the Town Board could have a representative from the County Attorney’s Office address this issue at the next meeting.  Treasurer Warneke noted that there might be information on file from the 2003 Legal Seminar on a situation similar to this.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to table action on this until Treasurer Warneke can review the information from the Legal Seminar and Chairman Petersen can talk to County Attorney Heaney and gather further information.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

2.  Funding for County Park System - County Administrator, Brian Benson has requested a recommendation from Sherburne County Townships regarding a funding mechanism for County Parks.  Options discussed included a fee on each parcel identification number or levying for a specific amount.  John Norgren suggested that the County do as schools do and a capital improvement levy vote and let the residents decide if they want to fund.  There was discussion regarding what the neighboring city’s charge for park fees.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend to the County to leave the current developer’s fee of $600. per lot; and, impose a parcel fee of $20. on all homesteaded properties in Sherburne County to be used for the purpose of park maintenance.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

3.  Other-Updates-Meetings – Chairman Petersen advised that a Northstar Corridor meeting will be held at the Anoka County Government Center tomorrow.                

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Leslie to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

