Second Monthly Board Meeting






Minutes

June 27, 2007


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, June 27, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 10 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Jim Sanford, Chairman






Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Larry Alfords, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 

Laura Hayes, Clerk

Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk was not present.

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the agenda as presented.  Supervisor Hofer Seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Continue “Patron” Membership/$150. to Sherburne County Historical Society.  b) Renew Tobacco license for River Rock Bar & Grill (FKA River Inn Steak House/Saloon).  c) Resolution 2007-12 Optioning Out of Participation in Sherburne County EDA.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

Judy Nelson, 14603-185th Avenue, Lot 8 Block 1, Twin Pines South appeared before the Board to request a Township Conditional Use Permit regarding Township Ordinance 85-1 Section 100.20 –Regulations.  She advised that she is trying to sell her 10.37 acre lot; and, that several potential buyers have shown interest in the lot contingent upon being able to keep horses on the property.  It was noted that the Town Board reviewed and clarified Ordinance 85-1 Section 100.20 regarding the keeping of agricultural animals at their May 23, 2007 meeting.  At that time the Board clarified that the Township only allows horses in unplatted areas.  The Board reviewed photos and the topography of Judy Nelson’s property.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to allow a Township Conditional Use Permit for 14603-185th Avenue, Lot 8 Block 1, Twin Pines South to keep no more than 3 horses over the age of 6 months.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Jane Dumonceaux/Salida – Big Lake Fireman’s Dance Liquor License – Supervisor Leslie advised that the Big Lake Lions and the Big Lake Fire Department have clarified the Lions Clubs role for the 2007 Big Lake Fireman’s Dance.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the liquor license request for the Big Lake Fireman’s Dance.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

b) Lake Properties/Hidden River View-Sketch Plan Review – Chris Otterness from Bogart, Pederson & Associates presented the sketch plan on behalf of the applicant, Bradley Larson, Lake Properties.  Township Engineer, Todd McLouth presented engineering comments noted in his June 21, 2007 review letter.  There was discussion regarding Outlot A shown on the sketch plan; and, the possibility of incorporating some of Outlot A into lots 5 through 9.  Supervisor Alfords recommended that the bus garage access, currently on County Road 43, be changed to access 211th Avenue shown on the plat.  There was discussion regarding the affect of this proposed development on the adjacent property; and, on the creation of an access on County Road 43.   Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the sketch plan contingent on the Town Board and Township Engineer’s comments being incorporated into the plat design prior to Preliminary Plat review.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.    

c) Ben & Linda Wallace/Requesting a 10’ Variance in Setback for an Addition – Linda Wallace appeared before the Board to request a 10’ variance in setback from the right-of-ay of 150th Street NEW for a 20’X26’ addition on the existing house.  The required setback from the right-of-way is 67’.  John Norgren, Big Lake Township Planning Advisory Board Representative and Board of Adjustment member advised that although the addition is will be on the back of the house it is considered an expansion of an existing non-conforming use.  The proposed addition would be approximately 112’ from the right-of-way.  As a result of a change to Minnesota § 394.36 regarding Nonconformities, Sherburne County Planning & Zoning can no longer handle these requests administratively.  In the past, the Zoning Department would permit the expansion of a nonconforming structure provided the expansion is away from the nonconformity.  The Advisory Board now hears these as variance requests.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend approval of the 10’ variance request as presented.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

d) Other-Meetings-Updates – 

-Clerk Hayes presented a proposal to remove the Chairman’s Signature line from the “Town Hall Agreement for Use of Town Facility”.  Clerk Hayes advised that the office has a list of Board approved non-profit rentals.  All other potential rentals requesting use at no charge will be brought before the Board; and, any potential paying rentals that are not consistent with the Township rental policy will be brought before the Board for review and consideration.  The Board unanimously approved to make this change.

-The Sherburne County Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) will be holding an open house to present the draft long-range transportation plan on Wednesday, July 25 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Sherburne County Government Center.

-Clerk Hayes advised that the Minnesota Association of Township Summer Short will be held on Monday, July 9, 2007 in St. Cloud, Minnesota.  Anyone interested in attending should contact Clerk Hayes prior to June 29 to register to attend.
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-Clerk Hayes advised that Township resident, Steve Andrews has offered to update and maintain the Township website free of charge.  Mr. Andrews does this as a hobby for his church and has offered his services to the Township.  The Board directed Clerk Hayes to 

view the site he maintains and to inquire if he would be able to register our domain name annually.  The Board will consider this at a future meeting. 

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1) Other-Meetings-Updates – 

-Crackfilling is nearly complete.

-Mowing Township road ditches has begun.

-The guardrails for 211th Avenue have been ordered and are on schedule for installation this summer.

-205th Avenue Improvements have been let for bids.  The bid will be awarded at the July 11, 2007 Town Board Meeting.

-Supervisor Hofer advised he received a request from a Township resident to review the possibility of installing guardrails in an area along 225th Avenue. 

-Sealcoating will begin July 9, 2007.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Update Purchase of Lot/Well Knick Knack Knoll – Chairman Sanford advised that Steve Pearson has planted screening and made lot upgrades as discussed during purchase negotiations.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to enter into a 5-year contract for deed for the purchase of the lot and well with no prepayment penalty if the Township chooses early payoff.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

2) Update Joint Planning Agreement Re: OAA – Supervisor Sanford advised that Attorney’s for the City of Big Lake and the Town of Big Lake are continuing to work on a final draft of the OAA for 54 Acres in Big Lake Township.  Supervisor Sanford was given the authority to enter into the OAA at the April 11, 2007 Regular Town Board Meeting.    

3) Other-Meetings-Updates – There was lengthy conversation regarding the Sherburne County Legacy Grant and adding onto the Town Hall.  Several Board members noted that the Town Board would not be able to cost justify the addition with rental income.  The Town Hall should be used as a public friendly service facility for the Township residents.  Chairman Sanford further noted that the present facility was given to the Township with the idea that the Town Board would keep it open and available for the community to use.  It was determined that the expansion would be an asset in the future.  There was further discussion regarding possibly using the Legacy Grant, which is a one-time grant, for a larger project such as a fire hall substation.  There was lengthy discussion regarding the possibility of being able to utilize a greater amount grant dollars with a larger, more expensive project.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to move ahead with the engineering and expansion plans for the Town Hall; and, to defer the decision to use Legacy Grant Funds for the project. Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor. The motion carried.
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Chairman Sanford advised that the City of Big Lake will be bringing in City water and sewer services to the fire station site soon.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

