Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

June 9, 2004


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, June 9, 2004, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 7 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 5-12-04.  b) Approval of Minutes: Second Monthly Board Meeting 5-26-04.  c) Approve Sherburne County Historical Society Annual Patron Membership $150.00.  d) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

Pastor, Brad Hunt of Bridgeview Assembly of God Church located at 20500 County Road 11; and, Joe Dockendorf appeared before the Board to inquire if the Big Lake Town Board would support the church’s proposal to split off a 3 to 5 acre lot from their 25 acre site and rezone the lot from agricultural to commercial.  Pastor Hunt advised that the church has been approached by Joe Dockendorf and his business partner to sell a portion of the church property for an outdoor outfitters store, featuring bait, tackle and fuel.  Pastor Hunt has inquired at the County if this is feasible.  He was advised to come before the Town Board to see if they would support this proposal.  Chairman Petersen 

advised of potential upgrades to State Highway 25 and County Road 11.  If these roads are improved, they would both require acquisition of additional right of way.  Chairman Petersen noted that a rezoning request would be reasonable citing the presence of the 
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River Inn Steak House and a former auto body business operating in the area.  John Norgren noted that this precedence would be helpful when seeking rezoning.  Chairman Petersen further noted that the area doesn’t have City water or sewer service; therefore, a commercial grade septic system would be required.  Commissioner, Terry Nagorski, present in the audience, commented that the area is conducive for commercial or light industrial zoning.  The Board encouraged the church to work with Sherburne County Zoning if they choose to proceed.            

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a.  Response Letter from Dave Lucas regarding Operation of & SCORE Funding for Recycling Program; and, SCORE Grant Funding Agreements for Recycling Center Years 2003 & 2004 – Dave Lucas, Sherburne County Solid Waste Officer was present to discuss SCORE Funding for 2003 & 2004 for the recycling center.  Dave Lucas advised that the Township had submitted a spreadsheet indicating costs to operate the recycling center in 2003 were $9,757. of which $7,318.33 was available for reimbursement after the 25% mandatory obligation to the Township.  The Township was offered only $5,000. of SCORE funding because the Solid Waste Advisory Committee felt that only a portion of the newsletter & website were dedicated to recycling.  Supervisor Alfords noted that in the past the Township has billed for the entire newsletter and its was paid.  He further noted that in order for the Township to receive SCORE funding, the center must accept recycling from any county resident and questioned why the Township should pay for a County Program.  Dave Lucas advised that because of SCORE Funding cuts, the Advisory Committee intensified their review of SCORE Grant Requests and determined that only 25% of the newsletter & website were dedicated to recycling.  He further noted that the State Auditor’s Office carefully reviews how SCORE funds are reimbursed.  Chairman Petersen stated that Big Lake Township has worked very hard to make the recycling program work, and have chartered other recycling programs such as the pesticide containers.  Most recently, the Township agreed to let the County operate their battery-recycling program out of the recycling center.  Dave Lucas advised that he would try to reevaluate how the County funded recycling programs, possibly by including them in the annual budget.  Dave Lucas advised that he was open to any suggestions and really wanted to see the Big Lake Recycling Center stay open.  He further stated that maybe competitive grant programs should be done away with for the ongoing programs.  The ongoing programs would be budgeted for as a line item expenditure year to year.  It was agreed that budgeting for the programs was better than relying on grant money that could be cut.  Supervisor Alfords stated that in regard to the SCORE Applications received for 2003 and 2004, time spent by volunteers, such as Board Members and other hidden costs should count toward the retainage held by the Township.  Other specific costs not itemized on the SCORE Grant Application include portions of Supervisor’s payroll when performing duties at the center, insurance and worker’s compensation premiums are non-itemized operational costs.  Dave Lucas advised that he had no problem with listing in-kind services, as long as they are assigned a legitimate value.  He would present any legal claims under State Statute for use of SCORE Grant funds.  The Board agreed to resubmit the SCORE Application with a revised total, which will be presented to the County Commissioners at a future meeting, most likely in August 2004. 
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b.  Other–Updates–Meetings – Supervisor Leslie attended the Wildlife Corridor Partnership Meeting, June 3, 2004 at the Sherburne County Government Center.  He received several booklets of information that will be kept on file at the Clerk’s Office.  A list of legislative contacts and Metro Wildlife Corridors Partners was presented to each Big Lake Township Board Member along with a brochure describing the Minnesota Habitat Corridors Partnership.  Supervisor Leslie gave a brief report on the meeting.   

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

a.  229th Avenue/Supervisor Alfords – There was brief discussion regarding a letter dated June 8, 2004 from Patricia Fowler at the Minnesota DNR to Town Engineer, Terry Herman regarding the Permit application for the proposed 229th Avenue Bridge Crossing.  In the letter it states that it is being assumed that the Township will no longer proceed with the proposed bridge and will withdraw the permit application.  The Board noted that the Township should not have to resubmit the application.  Supervisor Alfords recommended, and the Board agreed to have its attorney, Susan Steinwall respond to this letter and incorrect assumption.  Chairman Petersen advised that he has spoken with Senator Wergin regarding this project, and advised that she is willing to assist the Township.  

b.  Roadside Mowing – Clerk Hayes advised that Roger Wallin had contacted the office to advise that he will not be able to do the roadside mowing for Big Lake Township this year.  Supervisor Alfords advised that he would check with neighboring Townships to see whom they use for mowing.  The Road Committee will recommend a mowing contractor at the next meeting.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  EDA Report – Chairman Petersen advised that the MacDonald’s restaurant would not be rebuilt in its original location on TH10.  The Stone Company has its footings in place and plan to be finished and moved in by September 2004.  LoRex has signed a Memorandum of Agreement.  LoRex owner, Ken Janc may be submitting a site plan for review in July, and beginning construction in September.  A Joint Powers Board Meeting will be scheduled, possibly in July, to review and take action on the Site Plan.  Two of the businesses in the business subsidy program have layed off employees due to slow economic conditions.  The business are on probation and will be required to report quarterly with plans of how to remedy the problem.

2.  Northstar Corridor Updates -   A meeting is expected to be scheduled for June 24, 2004.  If a special session isn’t held, with introduction of a bonding bill, nothing new is expected to happen with the Northstar Corridor.    

3.  MN Assoc. of Townships Summer Short Course/Board of Equalization Training - Chairman Petersen inquired who would be taking the Board of Equalization training.  Supervisors Leslie and Alfords advised they would be attending.  
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4.  Funding for County Park System – Chairman Petersen advised that Livonia Township is recommending that the park fee for developer’s be increased from $600. per lot to $1400. to $1500. per lot.  The Big Lake Township Board should consider its recommendation and place this item on the June 23, 2004 Meeting agenda for discussion.  The Township will need to send a written recommendation to the County by the end of June.    

5.  City of Big Lake/Kuechle Underground Excavation Permit Request – 205th Avenue – Supervisor Alfords gave a brief history on this item.  Jerry Ferguson from Kuechle called the office yesterday to get permission to dig a trench across 205th Avenue for the installation of sewer lines.  Supervisor Alfords discussed this plan with Brad DeWolfe, City Engineer.  It has been determined that the sewer lines will be jacked under the road, it will not be dug up and there will be no manholes placed in the road.  The City wants the developer to stub in the sewer line for future development to the north.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the excavation permit and fees for jacked in services with no manholes in the road.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  Treasurer Warneke advised that a check has been received from Clint Corrow for escrow and Township fees for Manchester Oaks.  This check will be applied toward the deficit in the Manchester Oaks account.  Treasurer Warneke briefly discussed the Township’s requirement that Letter’s of Credit to the Township are required from a commercial, FDIC insured financial institution.  This requirement was brought into question most recently by Jim Brown/Black Cherry Preserve, and has been questioned by some developers in the past.  By having the FDIC insurance the Township is released from having to investigate or audit a private firms financial strength.  The Cash balance statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $1,238,995.82 and escrow accounts of $129461.85 totaling $1,368,457.67.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

