Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

July 13, 2005


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, July 13, 2005, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 18 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the Untied States of America.

Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of the Registered Land Survey for property owned by George Hook.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as amended.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 6-8-05.  b) Approval of Minutes: Second Monthly Board Meeting 6-22-05.  c) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

Nancy Eliason, 19838 159th Street, inquired about plans to close the intersection of 201st Avenue and County Road 15.  She advised that she saw this in the West Sherburne Tribune.  The Board advised that the information is correct and noted that this will only happen when the City of Big Lake finishes construction of 197th Avenue which will ultimately intersect with County Road 15.  This new intersection will be safer and will have better sight line visibility.  
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Registered Land Survey/George Hook – Chairman Petersen advised that the County Planning and Zoning Office process registered land surveys administratively.  The survey was drafted by Taylor Land Surveyor’s and was reviewed by the County Surveyor’s Office.  The County Board of Commissioners approved this registered land survey at their July 12, 2005 Meeting.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to sign the registered land survey for George Hook.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

7:09 P.M.  OPENED PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER REQUEST TO VACATE FIRST AVENUE IN “A REVISED PLAT OF EAGLE LAKE PARK”.

Clerk Hayes advised that notice of the public hearing was published in the July 2 and 9 Editions of the West Sherburne Tribune.  Written notice of the hearing was sent to adjacent property owners by Certified Mail.  A map of the area was presented to the Board.  Petitioner, Sandra Arras addressed the Board advising of her intentions to remove the existing house on Lot 34 Block 8 in A Revised Plat of Eagle Lake Park and rebuild a new house on the same site or at a maximum of 10’ from the former footprint.  She further noted that the building setback requirement was 50’ from the center of the roadway.  Therefore, she was requesting vacation of First Street based on the facts that the road has not been used as a road for over 20 years and that no properties would be landlocked if the road were vacated.  There was brief discussion.  During discussion it was noted by Supervisor Alfords that the Township is not in a position to give away access.  John Norgren, Planning Commission representative advised that the request to rebuild on the footprint could be handled as a variance request by the County Zoning Office.  He further noted that if the request to vacate First Avenue was denied, it would further establish Arrases hardship and be beneficial in their request for a variance.  Supervisor Sanford noted that he was opposed to vacating the road and recommended that the Township support a variance request by Arrases.  Russell Peterson, 18949 227th Avenue advised that if First Avenue is vacated, he needs 200’ of easement to be able to access the back of his property.  He further noted that he is in favor of vacating the rest of the road.  Supervisor Sanford noted that in the future, First Avenue could be used for a bike or walking trail to the lake, and that if the Township vacates the property, it would be very difficult to reestablish it for public use.  Jennifer Zakes, 6854 Washington Street, Fridley, MN 55432 advised that she owns property near First Avenue and appreciates the access it provides.  Bruce Jacobsen, 18885 218th Avenue noted that vacating the property limits the access in the area.  Chairman Petersen noted that because this road is 40’ feet wide, it is the only access wide enough to be used for anything.  

7:31 P.M.  CLOSED PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER REQUEST TO VACATE FIRST AVENUE IN “A REVISED PLAT OF EAGLE LAKE PARK”.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to deny the request to vacate First Avenue; and, to send a letter to Sherburne County Planning and Zoning supporting approval of a variance for a new house on, or at a maximum of 10’ feet, from the former footprint.  The letter should 
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also contain a statement regarding the Townships reservations about giving up lake access.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Clerk Hayes was instructed to draft the letter and copy it to James and Sandra Arras.

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a. Kevin and Tina Otto/CUP to Place Fill in a Floodway – Kevin Otto appeared before 

the Town Board to request a conditional use permit (CUP) to place fill in the floodway to stabilize a bluff that is slumping.  The bluff is behind his home in River Oaks Place on the Mississippi River.  He advised that there is seepage out of the bank and that it is slumping.  He plans to use a permanent geo-tech reinforcement mat with an aggressive planting of crown vetch to hold the bank.  The need is to fill from the high-water mark to the bluff.  The Township Engineer briefly reviewed the information available and advised that he believed this plan would work to solve the slumping problem.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend approval of the CUP request.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

b. Scott Maricle/Variance to Build 20’ Closer to County Road 35 – Scott Maricle 

appeared before the Town Board to request a 20’ variance in setback from County Road 35 to construct a new residence.  The requested setback from County Road 35 is 100’ from the centerline.  The new residence would be 80’.  Scott Maricle advised that he has a nonconforming lot 2.33 acres in size following the sale and split of property he owned.  He advised that a variance is necessary to build on this remaining property.  It was noted that the County would not be widening this portion of County Road 35 because the Elk River is within a few feet.  There was lengthy discussion regarding the nonconforming lot size.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend approval of the variance request.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

c. Tom Lewandoski, Thousand Acres Development/Preliminary Plat Review of 
Meadowbrook – Tom Lewandowski appeared before the Town Board to request preliminary plat approval of Meadowbrook.  It was noted that the road is over 1400’ feet long.   It was noted that Big Lake Township has in the past approved extended road length when appropriate road connections will be available in the future.  The Township has requirements for “temporary” cul-de-sacs.  It was further noted that there would be an emergency access in the plat.  There was lengthy discussion regarding island entrance feature maintenance.  There was further lengthy discussion regarding future bridge over Tibbets Brook and assurance to the County and Township that the connection could happen when other property is developed.  

Supervisor Sanford motioned to add a $5,000. per island feature fee to the Township’s Developer’s Agreement, due to additional maintenance costs incurred if developers wish to continue with construction of these features.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor. The motion carried.  

Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend preliminary plat approval subject to meeting Township Engineer’s recommendations prior to final plat approval.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.
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d. Scott Springer/Hidden River’s Edge Road Extension – Scott Springer appeared 

before the Board to discuss the concept of road extension in the plat of Hidden River’s Edge.  There was discussion regarding the transportation plan in the area.  It was noted that this plan is consistent with the County’s limitation of 22 lots per road.  Scott Springer would be removing one of the cul-de-sacs to extend the road and creating a new cul-de-sac.  

e. Big Lake Lions Liquor License for Big Lake Fire Department Dance – Supevisor 

Leslie, a member of the Big lake Lion’s Club, presented a request for a liquor license for on-sale 3.2% malt liquor sales during the Big Lake Fire Department Dance on August 13, 2005.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the on-sale license request.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

f. HAVA Local Election Plat Update- Clerk Hayes advised that she had attended the 

first of two HAVA Local Election Plan meetings at the Sherburne County Government Center.  The local election plan has been drafted and reviewed.  The final draft will be reviewed on July 25 and then presented to the Township Boards, City Councils and School Boards in Sherburne County for approval.  No public hearing will be necessary at the local level.  Clerk Hayes advised the Board that the County is proposing to store the assistive voting machines and carry insurance on the units while they are in storage.  The Board agreed with having the County store the units for the Township.  

The Township has received a letter from the City of Big Lake agreeing that the Township can use the jointly owned fire hall as the site for the third precinct.   

g. Other – Updates – Meetings- 

1. Extend Contract with Suburban Lawn Service- Supervisor Leslie advised that 

Tom Heaney of Suburban Lawn Service inquired about extending the lawn-mowing contract at Lion’s Park.  Supervisor Leslie advised that the Lion’s Club is satisfied with the cost/rate and quality of the mowing.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to extend the contact two additional years with the current year.  It was noted that the contract extension needs to include a disclaimer regarding continued quality performance.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  John Norgren inquired if Suburban Lawn Service would consider extending Bailey Station Contract too.  

2. Quarterly Association of Townships Meeting July 20, 2005 at Haven Town Hall – 

Chairman Petersen called the Quarterly Association of Townships Meeting July 20, 2005 at Haven Town Hall. 
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BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1. Other-Updates-Meetings – 

-Supervisor Alfords advised that the first round of mowing is nearly complete. Chairman Petersen noted that 200th Street needs two passes with the mower to get the thistles.

-Paving is complete on 224th Avenue in Birch Lake Beach and at the lake access.  The parking lot and driveways are not finished.  

-A small section retaining wall on the curve near Anderson’s needs to be added at a cost of $3,564.00.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to amend the contract with West Branch Construction Company on south side of wall for $3,564.00. Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

-Supervisor Alfords advised that he would be working on sign inventory and ordering.  He will be working with Mike Grund to get gopher one calls.

-39 loads of class 5 have been added to Township roadside shoulders in 59 hours.  

-Town Engineer, Terry Herman advised that he has been working with Kjolhaug on the Swanson Woods mitigation and getting costs for restorative planting.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Review of Final Draft Ordinance 2005-03 Establishing Park Rules and Parking Regulations – Chairman Petersen read through the changes made to draft ordinance 2005-03 at the June 22, 2005 meeting.  The County Attorney has agreed to handle criminal violations for one year followed by a review to consider continuance.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to adopt Ordinance 2005-03.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 

2.  Joint Resolution for Annexation of Land to the city of Big Lake RE: Waste Water Treatment Plant Site – Chairman Petersen advised that the City of Big Lake agreed to the language change drafted by Township Attorney, Peter Tiede.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to adopt Joint Resolution 2005-03 annexing land to the City of Big Lake.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 

3.  EDA -

a. Approve Land Sale to Industrial Molded Rubber- Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve land sale to Industrial Molded Rubber.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor. The motion carried.  

b. Approval of Township Resolution 2005-13 Site Plan for Industrial Molded Rubber- Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve Township Resolution 2005-13 Site Plan for Industrial Molded Rubber.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 
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c. Approval Land Sale to White Bear Clothing, Inc. – Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve land sale to White Bear Clothing, Inc.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

d. Call Joint Powers Board Meeting for July 18, 2005 at 7:00 p.m.- Chairman Petersen called the Joint Powers Board Meeting for July 18, 2005 at 7:00 p.m. at the City of Big Lake Council Chambers.

e. Call Special Town Board Meeting for July 18, 2005 Immediately Following JPB Meeting – Chairman Petersen called the Town Board Meeting for July 18, 2005 Immediately Following JPB Meeting at the City of Big Lake Council Chambers.

4.  Fire Board Meeting Items –The Fire Board recommended the budget for 2006.  The City’s proposal to build a police department building on the Fire Department site was discussed.  The 3,000 tanker will be delivered between late 2005 and early 2006.  The fireman proposed a draft policy to establish a uniform process for the appointment of fire chief, assistant fire chief and the captains.  The policy would alternate position selection.  The City is reviewing the proposed policy.   

5. Northstar Corridor – Chairman Petersen advised that the Northstar Corridor 

Development Authority (NCDA) is proposing to purchase 10 acres from Jim Sanford and 25 acres from Larry Urwin for the maintenance-building site.  Chairman Petersen presented maps showing where the park and ride and maintenance facilities are being proposed.

6. County Road 50 Information – Chairman Petersen advised he met with Dick Corbin 

and Rhonda Lewis regarding development along County Road 11.  The Board briefly reviewed a draft development plan, outlining a proposal to remove the intersection of County Road 50 and County Road 11 near the River Inn/Saloon.   Development of the property would create major changes along the south side of County Road 11. 

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  The Cash balance statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $2,192,603.75 and escrow accounts of $163,693.70 totaling $2,356,297.45. Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

Treasurer Warneke advised the Board following the June 29, 2005 Joint Powers Board Meeting that the Township would be getting an adverse opinion on the 2004 Financial Audit because a material weakness has been determined due to the fact that the Township has not reported capital assets or depreciation expense utilizing the GASB 34 
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program.  Treasurer Warneke advised that it was determination that the Township should not go back into 2004, but rather move forward from this point and establishing a GASB 34 format for reporting for 2005.  The Township has no external users of the annual financial report and it doesn’t use this report for bonding.  Big Lake Township’s accounting was reviewed and no problems were found.  Treasurer Warneke advised that the Townships of Livonia and Hassen have purchased computer software programs and have had their engineer’s establish road values.  Items that would be included in the capital assets and depreciated would be Township roads, the Township’s half of the fire department and the Town hall, which would be noted as a donation from the Lion’s Club.

Supervisor Sanford motioned to not go back and restate 2004; and utilize GASB 34 reporting beginning with 2005.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Treasurer Warneke advised that he would research software available and discuss at July 27, 2005 meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:59 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
