Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

July 14, 2004


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, July 14, 2004, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 5 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Quinn requested to pull the claim of Supreme Services from the list of disbursements presented for approval.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 6-9-04.  b) Approval of Minutes: Second Monthly Board Meeting 6-23-04.  c) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received, with removal of the claim from Supreme Services for discussion as requested.  Chairman Petersen advised that the claim from Supreme Services would be discussed under the Treasurers Report.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a.  Travis Jacobsen/CUP-Host a Military Expo Event. – Travis Jacobsen appeared before the Town Board to request a conditional use permit (CUP) to host a military expo event on August 28th and 29th, 2004.  The event would be held on a 40-acre parcel of family property located at 22615 County Road 75.  Travis Jacobsen advised the Board of the events planned for the weekend.  Chairman Petersen advised that the Sherburne County Sheriff’s Office had been asked to review and comment on the event and the content of presentation especially in regard to the firing of blank ammunition.  Travis Jacobsen noted that no live round would be used or allowed during the event.  Anyone 
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using live ammunition will be escorted off the property.  There was discussion regarding how often during the day the ammunition demonstration will be conducted.  Travis Jacobsen advised that he might want to do the demonstration twice during the day, depending on the number of people in attendance.  Sergeant Doran, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department commented that performing a twenty minute ammunition firing demonstration once each day at a designated time would be something that the Sheriff’s Department could deal with regarding calls they may receive in the dispatch office.  Additional demonstrations at unspecified times would not be acceptable to the Sheriff’s Department.  The discharge of automatic rifles for a twenty-minute time period needs to be at a designated time for the purposes of explaining what is going on to callers contacting the dispatch department.  Supervisor Alfords asked if residents in Huckleberry Hideaway, and on the cul-de-sac in Eagle Lake Park could be notified of the event.  Travis Jacobsen advised that he would place informational flyers in the neighbors ADS boxes.  Travis Jacobsen advised that there would not be any weapon sales during the event.  Supervisor Alfords noted that setting a designated 20 to 30 minute time, one time each day for the ammunition display would be best.   Chairman Petersen read the comments that will be submitted to the Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Department.   Supervisor Sanford motioned to recommend approval of the CUP request to the Sherburne County Planning Commission with comments submitted by the Board and the Sheriff’s Department.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.        

b.  Big Lake Lions/On Sale 3.2% Liquor License at Big Lake Fire Hall – Supervisor Leslie presented an application for an on sale 3/2% liquor license on behalf of the Big Lake Lions Club to be served at the Big Lake Fireman’s Dance at the Big Lake Fire Hall.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the liquor license request.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

c.  Maintenance Issues at Lion’s Community Park – Clerk Hayes reported that the Lions Club has noted several items requiring repair.  The items include: sidewalk repair/crumbling cement, surveillance camera/more tables have been broken, fading siding on west end of building, roof leak/water spot in ceiling in kitchen, gate where trash container is kept is broken and splintered.  It was noted that the sidewalk has been repaired in the past. Options of cutting out the crumbling areas or taking out the entire sidewalk and repouring with a better base were discussed.  Supervisor Sanford suggested that exposed aggregate be considered, noting it may be less expensive because it doesn’t require finishing work.  The faded siding on the peaks was discussed.  It was noted that the vinyl siding used was not all the same color.  The siding used in the peaks was painted to match the rest of the brown siding.  It may be an option to paint it again.  Supervisor Leslie will get bids for these various repairs and leave them with the Clerk’s Office.  In regard to a surveillance system, Supervisor Quinn advised that an L.E.D. security camera alone is approximately $800.  He suggested checking into the cost of purchasing a used system.  Sergeant Doran, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department inquired how the lighting is in the back corners of the park.  There was brief discussion regarding if improved lighting would be more of a deterrent than a security camera.  The Clerk’s Office was directed to contact Berthiaume Roofing for the repairing the roof leak.  They have repaired the roof before.
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d) Other-Updates-Meetings – Board Members and Staff registered for the Summer Short Course in St. Cloud will be attending this training tomorrow.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

-Supervisor Alfords and Mike Grund of D & M Excavation worked last Tuesday through Friday and this Monday and Tuesday on shouldering Township roads with the reclaiming machine.  Most inner radius sites on Township roads, and along streets that had enough existing material to use the reclaimer were done.  Supervisor Alfords noted that 201st and 205th Avenue drop off and there is nothing to reclaim.  Fill in work will be done in August after roadsides are reviewed.  

-Letters have been sent to Chaffee’s on 218th Avenue in Moonstone Hollow, Jensen’s on 203rd Avenue in Woodland Hills and to Steve’s Elk River Nursery regarding lawn irrigation that has been installed in the right-of-way and must be removed.  Supervisor Alford’s noted that he talked with Jeff Jensen during reclamation along 203rd Avenue.  

-Mowing one pass along the Township roads and two passes at intersections has been done.  The next mowing will be two passes wide on the roads.  Chairman Petersen noted that mowing the curve on 205th Avenue and 166th Street is very important because of the safety issue with the sharp turn and driving speeds.  

-A meeting has been held with Township Attorney, Susan Steinwall regarding 229th Avenue.  Chairman Petersen advised that he has not been able to speak with all of the people he needs to, but will continue to try to contact them followed with an update for the Board.  

-Supervisor Alfords advised that the retaining wall on 225th Avenue has been removed is under reconstruction.  A washout has occurred on the radius from the diverted water.  Reclaiming on a portion of 225th Avenue is finished.  There is no base, finishing or paving yet on 225th Avenue.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  EDA Report – Chairman Petersen advised that there will be a groundbreaking on Monday, July 19, 2004 for John Weicht’s building in Industrial Park East (IPE).  Ken Janc, owner of Lorex has pulled out of his memorandum of agreement and is now considering a location in Big Lake Marketplace.  Mr. Janc felt that he couldn’t fit his building onto the lot in IPE.  Chairman Petersen advised there is already a potential prospect for this lot.    

2.  Northstar Corridor Updates – Chairman Petersen advised there would be a Northstar Corridor Meeting in Anoka in two weeks.  
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3.  Annexation Issues – Chairman Petersen advised that the City of Big Lake has made a complaint to the County regarding the development of Buckshot Hollow as a Township development.  The City of Big Lake has sent a letter to Jon Sevald, Sherburne County Planner stating their objection to the development.  Steve Pearson has not asked for this property to be annexed into the City of Big Lake.  It was further noted that the City of Big Lake recently upgraded their comprehensive plan and this property is definitely outside of the expansion area in the City as well as the County’s Comprehensive plan.  

Chairman Petersen advised that City of Big Lake Administration would like the Township to allow annexation of several parcels owned by James and Winifred Figenshau.  It was noted that this area is also not in the City of Big Lake Comprehensive Plan for expansion.  It was noted that at this time, the Township would not take any action on this issue.    

4.  Hazardous Buildings Statute/Resolution from County Attorney – This item was tabled at the June 23, 2004 meeting to allow for further information to be gathered.  Chairman Petersen advised that he spoke with Sherburne County Attorney, Kathleen Heaney regarding the proposed resolution received from her office and the Township’s concerns with giving a blanket authority to the County.  He advised that the Board would be in favor of having the County Attorney come to the Township on a case-by-case basis for approval.  The County will send the Township notification on buildings and explain the problem(s).  Chairman Petersen read the revised resolution.  Supervisor Sanford commented that the Townships concerns had been addressed.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve Resolution 2004-08, Resolution to Take Action on Hazardous Buildings Under M.S. § 463.15 through 463.24.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.        

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke advised that Kaliher and Passolt have electronically filed the Annual State Auditor’s Report.  A draft copy of the Financial Audit conducted by Kaliher and Passolt has been reviewed.  The final report will be available for review at the next meeting.  Treasurer Warneke advised that a paragraph in the audit regarding Industrial Park East lots would be removed after this year because it is anticipated that the remaining lots will be sold within 2004.  Chairman Petersen advised that there are two lots left for sale in IPE.  The first property tax settlement has been received from the County Treasurer/Auditor.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds and the Cash balance statement.  Total government funds are $1,689,876.82 and escrow accounts of $208,667.12 totaling $1,898,543.94.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

b) Fire Board Meeting Review – Treasurer Warneke gave a report on the fire budget meeting.  The total budget for 2005 is $143,000. which is the same total as 2004, with increases and decreases to several line items within the budget.  Anticipated capital expenditures include a skid unit for the grass rig in 2005 with larger expenses anticipated in 2006-2007.  The fire department expansion sketch plan, created by Mahler  
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and Associates was reviewed at the fire budget meeting.  The estimated cost to expand is 1.25 million.  The expansion would add an additional length in each stall, making it 3 deep; and, add a 2nd story to the building over the meeting rooms, which would serve as office & storage space.  The fireboard reviewed the Big Lake population and geographical growth trends.  It was determined that the current site of the station seems to be ideal to respond to calls in the community.  The need for additional training room and office space for the increased force of the fire department was discussed.  No discussions have been held with the Monticello-Big Lake Community Hospital regarding future expansion of the ambulance bay.  City Administrator, Patrick Wussow was present; however, there were no City Council members present.  The City Council will review the plans at their July 28 Council meeting.  The Township will not be making any comments on the plan until the City of Big Lake has an opportunity to review it.  The Townships proposal for it’s half of the fire department budget is $72,000.  Treasurer Warneke recommending setting the proposed budget.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve $72,000. for the Big Lake Fire Department Operating Budget for 2005.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

c) The claim for Supreme Services pulled from the disbursement list was discussed.  Supervisor Quinn advised that he was very sure that Supreme Services didn’t mow at the Big Lake Lions Park first and last mowings that are listed on the June mowing bill.  It was noted that there was a lot of rain received in the first week June, which would have made it impossible to mow.  It was determined that Todd Hauge must advise the Clerk’s Office when comes to the park to mow and when he is finished.   Supervisor Leslie will talk to Todd Hauge about the mowing dates and what is expected to be mowed at the park.  Supervisor Sanford recommended that Todd Hauge review his mowing records and submit a new bill for the month of June.  This will give him an opportunity to correct any billing errors.  It was noted that the national weather service could be contacted to check the rain received in the first week of June.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the June billing with adjustments.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 

d) George Sanford appeared before the Board to resolve a question he had regarding fees for cul de sac charges.  It was noted that the cul-de-sac was part of the plat 30 years ago when it was recorded, but the developer’s agreement at the time didn’t require a cul-de-sac fee.  It was noted that there are no new lots and therefore George Sanford questioned if a developer’s agreement was necessary.  Lot line adjustments have been recorded at the county.  It was not necessary to have a new or revised plat mylar produced and recorded.  Supervisor Alfords advised that everything has to be to today’s standards.  Treasurer Warneke noted a precedent with past developments.  It was determined that the Town will require a Developer’s Agreement.  The Board approved to have Treasurer Warneke and George Sanford work out the details.  

e) Supervisor Alfords inquired who would be attending the Waste Management Advisory Board meeting on August 4, 2004 at 6:00 p.m. regarding review of the Townships revised claim for SCORE grant funding for the recycling program.  The Board directed Clerk Hayes to attend this meeting.

Regular Monthly Board Meeting

July 14, 2004


Page 6

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

