Second Monthly Board Meeting






Minutes

July 25, 2007


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, July 25, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 6 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Jim Sanford, Chairman






Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Larry Alfords, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 

Laura Hayes, Clerk

Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk was not present.

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the agenda as presented.  Supervisor Leslie Seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Richard Hewett/Shady River Campground – Mr. Hewett was not present.  Chairman Sanford advised this item would be tabled on tonight’s agenda until the applicant arrives.  

b) Tim Rochel/Trails End Second Addition – Preliminary Plat 2-Year Extension Request – Tim Rochel of New Century Homes, Inc. appeared before the Board to request a 2-year extension of Preliminary Plat for Trails End Second Addition.  John Norgren, Big Lake Township’s Representative to the Sherburne County Planning Commission advised that the Planning Commission recommended denial of the plat extension based on two outstanding items with the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office. The Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Office requested that Tim Rochel resolve the easement issue with the neighbor to the East and that Outlot A, located on the South end of the plat, be eliminated and combined to become one large lot.  Tim Rochel advised that he has been working with a neighbor regarding an easement and has not been able to resolve the issue.  The 2-year extension, granted in 2005, appears to expire on August 2, 2007, according to a letter sent to Tim Rochel on June 26, 2007 from Sherburne County Planning & Zoning.  There was discussion regarding new and amended Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Ordinances and the possible affect that may have on this plat.  It was noted that there were no 
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apparent, new or amended ordinances that would affect this 8 year old plat other than adoption of the term “Simple Plat” that this plat would now be classified as if it were being presented as a new plat.  The Town Board advised Tim Rochel to contact Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Office to address the conditions in the revised preliminary plat which are: 1) to supply the revised plat drawings for the elimination of outlot A; and, 2) to resolve the easement issue with the neighbor to the east.  The Board also recommended that he sign a 60-day waiver to give him an opportunity to address the two conditions noted above.  Treasurer Warneke noted that there are $365. of engineering fees associated with the plat that need to be paid to the Township.  The account balance was written-off with a stipulation for future collection if the developer returned to the Township for another project or to finish Trails End Second.  Treasurer Warneke gave Tim Rochel a copy of the 828 fund interim financial report and amount due.  Supervisor Hofer motioned that 828 account be brought into compliance before the Town Board will take any action on his extension request.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.    

a) Richard Hewett/Shady River Campground – Richard Hewett/Shady River Campground, 21353 County Road 5, Big Lake Township appeared before the Board to request a recommendation from the Township to reopen the Shady River Campground.  He advised that all the problems sited on the property by Sherburne County have been corrected.  He further noted that he called all of the County Commissioner’s and received a favorable response for reopening the campground from Commissioner, Arne Engstrom.  Jo Evans/Shady River Campground Bookkeeper, 21353 County Road 5, Big Lake Township provided before and after photos of the campground and the noted violations.  She advised that the original violations at the campground have been corrected.  Marc Schneider, Sherburne County Planning & Zoning Office, inspected the property on July 2, 2007.  Richard Hewett advised that he was told he would be receiving a favorable report following the inspection.  Jo Evans advised that the garbage and solid waste has been removed and receipts for disposal of solid waste have been given to Sherburne County Planning & Zoning.  A 6’ privacy fence has been installed.  State licensing has been redone.  The water has been tested and passed; and, the septic system has been checked and certified.  It was noted by Supervisor Hayes that the Township Board does not comment on CUP requests prior to the person making application to the County Zoning Office.  The Township has an adopted procedure and must follow that procedure.  Richard Hewett advised that he was directed by Commissioner Engstrom to come before the Town Board prior to making application with the County.  Jo Evans advised they are seeking Township comments before they make application to the County because the application fee is $500. and it would be premature to apply if there are open or unresolved issues with the Township.  The Board noted that they would need to see how the Temporary Injunction process is finished and its end result.  The Board further noted that they will consider the written results of the County’s inspection and their decision will heavily rely on the results of that inspection.  It was recommended that Richard Hewett work with his neighbors as he moves forward with his CUP request.  Clerk Hayes gave Jo Evans a copy of the Township CUP Procedure. 

c) Other-Meetings-Updates – 

-Supervisor Hayes motioned to call a Special Town Board, City of Big Lake, EDA and NCDA Gathering on Thursday, August 2, beginning at 4:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers and a Ground Breaking Ceremony at the Northstar Station Site on County Road 43 at 5:15 pm.
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-Clerk Hayes noted that Treasurer Warneke, Supervisor Hayes and Clerk Hayes attended the Sherburne County Association of Townships Meeting at Livonia Township on July 18.  Dan McElroy from the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development addressed the Townships on several Minnesota Employment and Economic Development issues and statistics.  Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Joe Shannon gave a presentation regarding ATV regulations.  Jon Olson, Sherburne County Emergency Services Director gave a presentation on the National Emergency Training Program and presented an Emergency Management Handbook for Government Officials.  Copies are available at the Clerk’s Office.  The Big Lake Town Board selected the Town Clerk’s Office as the primary reporting point in the event of an emergency or disaster and the Chairman as the secondary reporting point.   

-Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Captain Steve Doran was present in the audience to answer any questions from the Board.  He gave a brief review of the locations of the Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department Substations.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1) Other-Meetings-Updates – 

-Sealcoating will be finishing July 26th & 27th.

-211th Guardrail Project has not started.  

-John Herbst will begin the 156th Street culvert project August 2.  

-Chairman Sanford signed the 205th Avenue Stormwater Permit.  Contracts from the Contractor have not been received back yet.  A preconstruction meeting will be scheduled as soon as they are received.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Other-Meetings-Updates –

-The construction bid for the Northstar Rail Station in Big Lake has been awarded to MarCon.  The City of Big Lake is reviewing bids received for City sewer and water extension and is planning to award the bid at the their meeting tonight.  North Pine has been awarded the bid for grading and aggregate.

- Tuesday July 24, the Township closed on the purchase of Lot 5 Block 6 Knick Knack Knoll, as a Contract for Deed.  Tony Eisinger, has advised that he may have used switches and pumps that can be installed on the well.  When the pump is operable, nearby properties may receive a more favorable ISO rating for their insurance premiums.  The well was drilled through sandrock and is 232 feet deep.  Steve Pearson has put class 5 on the lot, installed the natural screening and is watering it.

TREASURER’S REPORT

1) Review of 2006 Financial Audit – Treasurer Warneke advised that Tom Kaliher, CPA brought a revised copy of the audit to the Clerk’s Office today.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed and made revisions.  Late this afternoon a second revised copy was received.  Tom Kaliher has merged his business with another CPA firm.  The new firm requires a review of the audit before it is bound and released.  Treasurer presented copies of the second revised audit for 
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Board Members to take and review.  The official review of the final audit for the year ending 12-31-2006 was tentatively scheduled to be conducted at the August 8, 2007 Town Board Meeting.

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Sherburne County Commissioner, Ewald Petersen advised that the County Commissioner’s conducted the road tour Monday, July 23.  It was noted that beginning Spring 2008, any irrigating on County Roads will be enforced as unlawful and the irrigator will be shut down.  The public works department plans to address local farmers at the local irrigator’s meetings.

There were very few attendees at the Sherburne County Transportation Plan Technical Advisory Committee Meeting and Open House today.  

The County has been working on Ditch Brushing.

The Solid Waste Committee will be meeting next week.  Legacy Grant Applications will be discussed at the meeting.

County Commissioner’s have not responded to Richard Hewett’s phone calls because the matter is in a Temporary Restraining Order and is in the County Attorney’s hands.

 A synopsis of the Sherburne County 20-year Transportation Plan is on file at the Town Clerk’s Office.  The complete 120 page report can be viewed on the County’s website. 

Supervisor Leslie advised that Rick Aubol has a bill for approximately $90.00 for weed control on the baseball diamond that needs to be paid.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to have the Township pay this bill.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:14 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

