
Re-Convened Annual Town Meeting

Minutes

August 22, 2007

On Wednesday, August 22, 2007, the Annual Town Meeting was re-convened at the Big Lake Town Hall, located in Lions Park Community Center, 21960 County Road 5, Big Lake Township, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota.

Moderator John Norgren called the meeting to order at 8:02 p.m.  There were 6 people in attendance when the meeting commenced.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only. 

Approval of the Agenda – A motion was made by Larry Alfords to approve the agenda as presented.  Bob Hofer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.

Unfinished Business 

a. Finalize 2008 Tax Levy – Treasurer Warneke presented the proposed levy information as follows:   

General Fund



$170,000

Road Fund



$761,000

B.L. Fire Fund



$167,000

Cemetery Fund


           $0

Fire District #1



  $29,000

Fire Building & Equipment Fund
$100,000

Economic Development Fund
           $0

General Capital Expenditures
 Fund
$100,000

CIP 2006B Bond Redemption Fund
  $58,000

Total



         $1,385,000.

Treasurer Warneke recommended the 2008 levy total, presented at the March 13, 2007 Annual Meeting, remain at $1,385,000.  He noted no significant project changes that warrant altering the levy.  The Finance Committee met and reviewed the budget.  They recommended keeping the tax rate for Big Lake Township the same as 2007 at 18.80 percent.   Big Lake Township will receive up to $61,000 Legacy Grant from Sherburne County toward a new town hall addition. Treasurer Warneke advised the Capital Expenditures Fund is adequate to handle costs of the approved building project.    Also discussed was a possible purchase of an additional thirty-plus acre parcel north of the current industrial park site should property become available.  Due to the uncertain availability of additional land, it is difficult to plan for this expense.  It was noted that Cory Boyer, City of Big Lake Finance Director, had indicated the City and Township could work together on a bond program regarding such a project.  Treasurer Warneke confirmed the Township is anticipating expense for the hall addition.  Chairman Sanford  noted potential expense of improving a small pump station in Knick-Knack-Knoll Development.
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County Commissioner Ewald Petersen reported Sherburne County has been reviewing operational budgets and planning for its levy which will affect the revenue received by Townships in 2008.  He suggested tax capacity will decrease, even with partial construction of Minnesota Limited, Inc. and Spanky’s Corner that will pay partial property taxes in 2008.  He also stated the outlook for 2009 taxes payable does not look particularly positive.  Some additional discussion regarding score grant funding and composting opportunities in Sherburne County were discussed.

Ewald Petersen motioned to approve the total tax levy for 2008 in the amount of $1,385,000.   Laura Hayes seconded the motion.   All voted in favor, no one voted against.  The motion passed.  The annual levy for 2008 was set at $1,385,000. 

General Fund



$170,000

Road Fund



$761,000

B.L. Fire Fund



$167,000

Cemetery Fund


           $0

Fire District #1



  $29,000

Fire Building & Equip. Fund

$100,000

Economic Development Fund
           $0

Capital Fund



$100,000

CIP 2006B Bond Redemption Fund
  $58,000

Total



         $1,385,000
New Business

There was no new business presented.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Bob Hofer to adjourn the re-convened annual meeting and set the next annual meeting date for March 13, 2008.   Norman Leslie seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Town of Big Lake

