Re-Convened Annual Town Meeting

Minutes

August 23, 2000

On Wednesday, August 23, 2000, the annual town meeting was re-convened at the Big Lake Town Hall, located in Lions Park Community Center, 21960 County Road 5, Big Lake Township, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota.

Moderator John Norgren called the meeting to order at 8:01 p.m.  There were 4 people in attendance when the meeting commenced.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only. 

Approval of the Agenda – A motion was made by Bob Hofer to approve the agenda as presented.  Rita Petersen seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.

Unfinished Business 

a. Finalize 2001 Tax Levy – Treasurer Warneke presented levy breakdown and advised that the levy has been $665,000 for the past 2 years.  

General Fund



$48,000.

Economic Development Fund
$60,000.

Cemetery Fund


$  3,000.

B.L. Fire Fund



   -------

Road Fund


          $450,000.

Fire District #1



$14,000.

General Capital Fund 


$40,000.

Big Lake Fire Capital Fund

$50,000.

Total



          $665,000.

John Norgren asked about the $100,000. approved at the March 14, 2000 meeting and suggested that the amount be increased to 150,000 siting that most parcels of property in the Big Lake area are selling for $12,000 to $14,000 per acre and real estate value will most likely continue to increase.  John Norgren also suggested the possibility of purchasing on a contract for deed.  He also noted that a portion of the parkland could be used for a sub-fire station in the community.  

Jim Sanford asked about the reduction of the road fund from $490,000 to $405,000.  Treasurer Warneke advised that overlays are on an up to date schedule for periodic resurfacing.  The Town will be doing more sealcoating next year in place of overlay projects.  There was discussion regarding the resurfacing of 200th Street.  It was last resurfaced in 1991.  Jim Sanford stated he felt it should be resurfaced again within the next couple of years and it should be widened, as each time it has been resurfaced it has decreased in width by 2 to 4 inches. 

Ewald Petersen advised that the City and Township might want to purchase additional land to expand the industrial park.  The original property was purchased for approximately $6,000.  per acre.  Future land purchases are anticipated to be $20,000. per acre.  
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Ewald Petersen motioned to increase the parkland funding to $150,000.  Bob Hofer seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed.  

Rita Petersen moved to recommend approval of the annual levy for 2001, to be set at $665,000.  Jim Sanford seconded the motion.  All voted in favor, no one voted against, the motion passed.  

New Business

a.   Pumper/Ladder Truck Proposal – The Big Lake Fire Department would like to purchase, in 2003, a class A pumper truck with a ladder/bucket or a snorkel system.  At a proposed cost of $375,000. - $400,000.  Ewald Petersen advised that in the industrial park there will be two buildings 22’ high, a third building 24’ high, and a fourth facility 60,000. sq. ft, in size.  These buildings and the senior housing apartment being constructed in the City of Big Lake require a pumper truck with an extension water system for increased water disbursement.  The present levy will cover either the option of a pumper truck with ladder and bucket or a snorkel system for purchase in 2003.  After discussion regarding cost of maintenance for a ladder/bucket it was determined that the snorkel system would be more cost effective.  Laura Hayes motioned approval of a class A pumper with snorkel system.  Rita Petersen seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed.               

Adjournment

A motion was made by Ewald Petersen to adjourn the re-convened annual meeting.  Rita Petersen seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  The motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 8:25  The Annual Meeting will be held the second Tuesday of March, 2001. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Town Clerk

