Second Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

August 24, 2005


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, August 24, 2005, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 7 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Ewald Petersen, Chairman






Larry Alfords, Supervisor

Jim Sanford, Supervisor




Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

David Quinn, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer






Laura Hayes, Clerk






Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk






Peter Tiede, Township Attorney

County Staff Present:


Kathleen Heaney, County Attorney






Terry Nagorski, County Commissioner






Brian Benson, County Administrator

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda noting the addition of a report from the August 23 Fire Board Meeting under the Chairman’s Report; and, the Second Monthly Board Meeting will recess at 8:00 p.m. to reconvene the Annual Meeting.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as amended.  

OPEN FORUM

Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Sergeant Doran was present to address any issues or concerns from the Board.  There was brief discussion regarding illegal shooting occurring at a residence in Big Lake Township.  The property owner has been convicted of improper discharge of a firearm and has several strict penalties he must adhere to.  There have complaints that he is not following the rules administered by the court.    Sergeant Doran advised that this is the first that he has heard of this situation and will follow-up with Officer Tim Jeanetta.  Kathleen Heaney, County Attorney was present at the meeting.  She advised that she has been working with the Sheriff’s Department regarding this matter and will be receiving information from a Sheriff’s Deputy working on this case.
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Supervisor Alfords advised that Birch Lake Beach Public Access signs have been stolen.  He further noted that all the signs in Pine Meadows have been painted and vandalized in addition to graffiti and profanity painted on the pavement. 

Supervisor Sanford advised that he has noted 3 area’s of damage and trespass in his farm fields and area’s along County Road 35 where someone has driven through the ditch and into lawns.      

Jeff Coudron, resident of Birch Lake Beach appeared before the Board.  He advised that he had a question regarding the easement used to access his property.  He inquired if the Township would be vacating the easement.  Supervisor Alfords and Treasurer Warneke reviewed the Birch Lake Beach area replat drawing with Mr. Coudron.  Mr. Coudron asked how much maintenance he and his neighbor are allowed to do on the easement.  Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that they could level the area.  The Board advised that if Mr. Coudron has any further questions he should work directly with the road committee.  

Rick Sterns appeared before the Board regarding the recent Conditional Use Permit request recently denied by the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners.  Mr. Sterns advised that the County had stopped any ability Visions Transportation has to expand its operation on the proposed site.  He noted that it seemed that the County had not left any resolution for Visions.  He asked the Township to help find a suitable solution to the bus garage expansion denial.  He further noted that bussing need to be kept on the North side of TH10 in close proximity to the school facilities, not in a more expensive commercial development area on the south side of TH10.  Chairman Petersen advised that the Board would address this issue with County officials attending tonight’s meeting.

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

1. Discuss Joint Powers Agreement with Sherburne County – Township Attorney, Peter

Tiede advised that changes recommended by the County to the draft Joint Powers Agreement have been implemented.  County Attorney, Kathleen Heaney reviewed the current relationship between County Zoning, County Attorney and the County Sheriff’s Department.  She noted that this could continue if the County and Township approve the Joint Powers Agreement.  It was noted that the issue of insurance coverage has been resolved; and, there has been no additional risk identified by entering into the Joint Powers Agreement.  Kathleen Heaney further noted that adoption of the Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) has been scheduled on the September 6, 2005 County Commissioners Meeting agenda.  The Township Board agreed that Township Attorney, Peter Tiede should be available for this meeting by conference call.  Chairman Petersen will attend as the Township representative.  Following approval of the JPA, a public hearing will be held, on a date to be announced, to review and adopt a fee schedule associated with administration of the agreement.  Kathleen Heaney noted that it would be beneficial for Township representatives to attend this public hearing. 
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Chairman Petersen revisited concerns mentioned by Rick Sterns regarding the C.U.P. request by Visions Transportation.  Chairman Petersen advised that the township has not received any correspondence or phone calls from Visions since the County denied them a CUP.  Chairman Petersen reviewed the history of establishing a bus garage on TH10 on the west side of Big Lake.  There was discussion regarding the status and future of the two bus garage sites.  Chairman Petersen noted that complaint calls have been received in the past regarding late bus arrivals at the garage and leaving trailers with supplies outside of the building to be unloaded the following day, which are actually a violation of the CUP requirements.  It was noted that the current CUP is in place for this school year.  Brian Bensen, County Administrator advised that the County is working with Visions to help them find an appropriate site.  Supervisor Sanford commented that access issues for the bus garage on TH10 needs to be resolved.  He noted that Steve Pearson has three other lots that would provide suitable space for the garage to be expanded. Supervisor Quinn inquired which school districts the 50 to 60 buses at the Big Lake garages serve.  County Attorney, Kathleen Heaney suggested meeting with Visions Transportation, School, County and Township representatives to discuss the situation and alternatives. 

2. 2005 Budget Revisions Proposed by Treasurer – Treasurer Warneke reviewed the proposed 2005 budget revisions.  Revisions attached.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the recommended budget revisions presented by Treasurer Warneke.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

The Second Monthly Board Meeting recessed at 8:01 p.m. to reconvene the March 8, 2005 Annual Meeting. 

The Second Monthly Board Meeting reconvened at 8:22 p.m.   

3. Adopt Resolution 2005-16 Establishment of Third Voting Precinct – Clerk Hayes advised that the resolution establishing the Third Voting Precinct will be sent to the Secretary of State with a map outlining the precinct.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve Resolution 2005-16.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1. Other – Updates – Meetings –-

-Supervisor Alfords advised that he and Treasurer Warneke conducted an abbreviated second road tour to review shouldering.  A secondary list of projects has been created from this road tour.  Tree trimming will begin around October 1.  Preparations are being made for fall mowing.  There was discussion regarding the need to spray some areas.  Access and park rules signs have been received and will be installed.  Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that the Title Insurance Policy for the wetland-banking project has been received.  According to Lynn Waytashek, this is the first banking project in Sherburne County.  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. EDA Report – Chairman Petersen advised that EDA Chairman Dickinson has asked to be removed from President due to other obligations that interfere with him completing the duties of President.  He would like to remain as a member of the EDA.  At the EDA meeting there was discussion regarding revising who votes on what issues.  Supervisor Sanford noted that the Township pays half of the bills and should therefore be able to cast half of the votes.  Annie Deckert, City of Big Lake presented the proposed sign design for the Big Lake Industrial Park.  Chairman Petersen advised that he commented on the fact that the sign logo is the City of Big Lake wave and names the City of Big Lake only.  The sign design will be revisited due to there being no mention of the Township on the sign.  Drainage issues in Industrial Park East will be discussed at the next EDA meeting.

Other – Meeting – Updates - Chairman Petersen advised that a special Fire Board Meeting was held on August 23 to address the operation of the fire department and the chain of command within the department.  The fire department has a history of smooth operation and cooperation among fire department personnel.  Reports of insubordination towards leadership in the fire department were discussed.  Recently, the fire chief tendered his resignation, which was declined by the Fire Board.  Chairman Petersen read out loud a letter from the Fire Board to all Fire Department Personnel.  The letter will be signed by each of the five Fire Board Members individually.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the letter as read.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.    

John Norgren advised that on Saturday night between the hours of 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 a.m. Sunday, Bailey Station Cemetery was vandalized.  A large vehicle, most likely a truck drove through the cemetery causing damage to the grass and knocking down grave markers.  The markers will need to be reset.  Currently there are cable ties closing the gate.  

CLOSED SESSION 

The Board of Supervisors went into closed session to discuss property purchases by the Township.  The meeting was closed as authorized by Minnesota State Statute 13D.05 Subd. 3 (3). 

Supervisor Alfords motioned to close the closed session at 9:30 p.m.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.   
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LAST CALL FOR BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD 

Chairman Petersen advised that Senator, Betsy Wergin has provided contact information at the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  Resolutions officer, Lee Pfannenmueller is the new contact person.  Chairman Petersen inquired if it is appropriate to forward the contact information to Township Attorney, Sue Steinwall and to have her follow-up on what needs to be done to get the bridge permit.  The Board gave unanimous approval to contact Attorney Steinwall.

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

