
Re-Convened Annual Town Meeting

Minutes

August 27, 2003

On Wednesday, August 27, 2003, the annual town meeting was re-convened at the Big Lake Town Hall, located in Lions Park Community Center, 21960 County Road 5, Big Lake Township, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota.

Moderator John Norgren called the meeting to order at 8:02 p.m.  There were 5 people in attendance when the meeting commenced.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only. 

Approval of the Agenda – A motion was made by Jim Sanford to approve the agenda as presented.  Pam Thomas seconded.  The motion carried.  All present voted in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.

Unfinished Business 

a. Finalize 2004 Tax Levy – Treasurer Warneke presented the proposed levy information as follows:   

General Fund



 $80,000.

Economic Development Fund
 $60,000.

Cemetery Fund


 $         0.

B.L. Fire Fund



 $81,000.

Road Fund


         
$608,000.

Fire District #1


 
  $12,000.

Capital Expenditures


  $60,000.
Fire Building & Equipment           
  $40,000.

Total



         
$941,000.

Treasurer Warneke advised the audience that we deferred this action until after the legislature adjourned.  He stated a letter was received from Sherburne County Auditor/Treasurers office informing us that the State reduced our homestead market value credit aid by 2 percent or about $18,000 for 2004.  In the following year that amount will increase to a 3 percent loss, or $28,000.    Referring to the March 2003 levy proposal, Treasurer Warneke recommended no changes be made.   He added that with no increase in levy, the rates should go down.   Tax capacity increases have been 12% - 13% per year the last several years so, indications are that tax rates should go down by that same amount.   John Norgren opened the meeting up for discussions and referenced the written proposal submitted for review on March 11, 2003.  

Jim Sanford asked Treasurer Warneke about the fire budget and inquired if the additional CBA’s purchased for the fire department at a cost of about $30,000 would cause a deficit in the fire budget.  Treasurer Warneke responded that the levy of $39,000 from 2003 and the proposed $40,000 levy for 2004 in that account is adequate.  John Norgren again opened the floor to the public for any questions, problems or concerns.  Hearing none, John Norgren entertained a motion to approve the 2004 Levy.   Larry Alfords moved to adopt the proposed levy recommendation made by the finance
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committee in the amount of $941,000 for 2004.   Rita Petersen seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion.  No one voted against.  Motion carried.

New Business  - Moderator John Norgren called for any new business from the floor.  There was none.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Jim Sanford to adjourn the re-convened annual meeting.  Bob Hofer seconded the motion.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:07 p.m.  The 2004 Annual Meeting will be held the second Tuesday of March, 2004.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristie Woolard

Deputy Clerk

PAGE  
1

