Re-Convened Annual Town Meeting

Minutes

August 28, 2002

On Wednesday, August 28, 2002, the annual town meeting was re-convened at the Big Lake Town Hall, located in Lions Park Community Center, 21960 County Road 5, Big Lake Township, County of Sherburne, State of Minnesota.

Moderator John Norgren called the meeting to order at 8:02 p.m.  There were 4 people in attendance when the meeting commenced.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only. 

Approval of the Agenda – A motion was made by Ewald Petersen to approve the agenda as presented.  Bob Hofer seconded.  The motion carried.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.

Unfinished Business 

a. Finalize 2003 Tax Levy – Treasurer Warneke presented the proposed levy information as follows:   

General Fund


 $83,000.

Economic Development Fund
 $98,000.

Cemetery Fund


  $ 2,000.

B.L. Fire Fund


 $31,000.

Road Fund


          $643,000.

Fire District #1


 $  5,000.

Capital Expenditures

 $40,000.
Fire Building & Equipment              $39,000.

Total



          $941,000.

Treasurer Warneke advised there were no drastic changes in the Minnesota State Legislature this year concerning townships.   At a recent MAT meeting Treasurer Warneke attended, he learned that Governor Ventura based his funding vetoes on the basis that criticized local governments that had large fund balances.  They seem to favor debt over savings.  Treasurer Warneke stated Big Lake Township is in a minority of townships that have been able to save monies to accommodate proposed projects such as 200th Street upgrade and 229th Avenue upgrade and bridge project, park land fire capital.  Treasurer Warneke had no other recommendations other than those proposed.

Ewald Petersen discussed that when the finance committee approved the 2003 levy they did so with three main ideas in mind:  1) A potential bridge crossing and an extension to 229th Avenue, 2) proposed major renovation of 200th Street, and 3) Economic Development of Hudson property on the South side of U.S. Highway 10.   These priorities have not changed although Sherburne County has 
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some interest in trading for 200th Street in the future.  The Board discussed it would not be cost effective for the Township to improve 200th Street if the County will be taking it over, but it would be in our best interest to make the improvements for safety reasons.  The electors, at the March annual meeting, unanimously approved the $941,000 levy.

Ewald Petersen shared some information he learned from Loren Jennings, District 7 Representative (Chisago and Isanti Counties).   At the District MAT Meeting in Cambridge, Jennings suggested that there will be a large state deficit and that taxes will need to go up if there is going to be sufficient funding for education, healthcare, transportation, etc.  He also said that redistricting will mean that out-state Minnesota will have to work hard to get proper funding for needed projects and that townships may have a hard time retaining their portion of the gas tax.  The metro area will have more representation than greater Minnesota.  All government agencies are being asked to cut their budgets by 10% at a minimum and analogies were given for how they would like to see the monies spent (i.e. smaller class sizes).  85% of the State budget will be spent in 5 categories, not including transportation.   Education, Health and Human Services will receive the larger percent of funds.

Moderator Norgren called for a motion to approve the 2003 Levy.  Rita Petersen  moved to recommend approval of the annual levy to be set at $941,000.  Pete Ahrens seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor.  No one voted against.  The motion passed.

Adjournment

A motion was made by Jim Sanford to adjourn the re-convened annual meeting.  Bob Hofer seconded the motion.  All present voted in favor.  The motion passed.  The meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m.   The Annual Meeting will be held the second Tuesday of March, 2003. 

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristie Woolard

Deputy Clerk

