Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

August 8, 2007


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, August 8, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 8 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Chairman 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





Bob Hofer, Supervisor 

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 7-11-07; and, Second Monthly Meeting 7-25-07.  b) Approve List of Claims (Disbursement List will be received at Meeting) 41 claims totaling $57,865.60.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Stephen & Donna Miller/27’ Variance in Setback for Addition – Donna Miller appeared before the Board to request the 27’ Variance in setback from a Township road for an addition on an existing house.  Donna Miller noted that a garage was built in 2000, which now makes the house non-conforming to the Cul-de-Sac setback.  Sherburne County Planning & Zoning noted that the addition would have a greater setback than 67’ from the right-of-way but is considered an expansion of an existing non-conforming use.  As a result of a change to Minnesota § 394.36 regarding Nonconformities, Sherburne County Planning & Zoning 
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can no longer handle these requests administratively.  In the past, the Zoning Department would permit the expansion of a nonconforming structure provided the expansion is away from the nonconformity.  The Advisory Board now hears these as variance requests.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend approval of the 27’ variance request as presented.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

b) Barbara Peterson/50’ Variance in Setback for Septic Upgrade – Barbara Peterson appeared before the Board to request a 50’ Variance in setback from the Elk River for an upgraded septic system.  Barbara Peterson advised that Rotz Septic Services, Inc has created a certified septic design.  The required setback from an agricultural river is 100’.  It was noted that the septic system would be 50’ from the high water level of the Elk River.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to recommend approval of the 50’ variance request as presented.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.     

c) River Rock Bar & Grill/Mark Kammerer-Request for 2:00 a.m. Closing – Mark Kammerer appeared before the Board to request a 2:00 a.m. closing time for the River Rock Bar & Grill.  Mark Kammerer advised the 2:00 a.m. closing would most likely only be used on Friday and Saturday nights.  He noted that this would help the River Rock Bar & Grill to compete with Jala Peno’s in Monticello and Salida in Becker, which both have 2 :00 a.m. closing times.  He further advised that the closest neighbor, Joe Robinson doesn’t have an objection to the longer business hours.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to recommend approval of the extended hours of business to 2:00 a.m.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.        

d) Review Architectural Draft of Proposed Hall Expansion – Supervisor Leslie reviewed architectural drawings by Jim Mackey of the proposed Town Hall expansion.  There was discussion regarding the addition of a vestibule entrance and a canopy over the door.  There was discussion regarding the need to tie into the existing electrical plan.  There was lengthy discussion regarding the use of green material or new material; and, if the Legacy Grant would be utilized for this project.  It was noted that it may be appropriate to have Fred Patch, a certified building official, review final plans and specifications prior to bid letting.  Joe St. Dennis, Sherburne County Building Inspector, will check the existing septic system to determine if it can be used for the additional restroom.  The Board set late August/early September as the goal date to let bids.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to utilize the Legacy Grant for reimbursement of green materials used in the Town Hall Expansion; and, to require bids to contain at least 57% green material.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.      

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS
1) Review Quotes for 2007 Bituminous Overlays & Patching – Township Engineer, Todd McLouth presented the two construction quotes received for 2007 Bituminous Overlays and patching.  He advised that following review by the road committee, the new specifications contained more overlay and less patching than the first specifications.  He 
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further noted quote received were very similar to the prices received when the project was originally bid as item B of the 2007 Road Improvements.  The Engineer’s Estimate was $49,000.  Two quotes were received:  Knife River Corporation-North Central $70,823.75; and, Erickson Asphalt $74,559.00.  Rum River Contracting Company did not submit a revised quote.  The lowest quote is higher than the Engineer’s Estimate, but is $22,460. lower than the previous project bid.  The unit prices are consistent with the previous bid prices and the total cost reflects the work to be completed.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to award the project to the low quote, Knife River Corporation – North Central in the amount of $70,823.75.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

2) Other-Updates-Meetings- Township Engineer, Todd McLouth advised that a request for final payment of 2007 Seal Coat Improvements has been received from ASTECH Corporation.  The completed work and the final quantities, as supplied by the Contractor, were reviewed.  The Township Engineer recommended approval of the final payment in the amount of $141,865.28, noting that upon Board approval, the one-year warranty period will start.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the final payment in the amount of $141,865.28 to ASTECH Corporation.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

-Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that H&R Construction Company has completed the installation of the guardrail along 211th Avenue.  The Township Engineer has inspected the installation.  The Township Engineer recommended approval of payment to H & R Construction Company in the amount of $21,580.80, which is the amount quoted.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve total payment of $21,580.80 to H & R Construction Company.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

-Township Engineer, Terry Herman advised that a request for final payment of 2006 Road Improvements/187th Avenue & 209th Avenue has been received from Hardrives, Inc.  The project final amount is approximately $78,000. over the bid amount, due to extra work that was added on 150th Street & 212th Avenue, and additional subgrade correction work that was necessary on 209th Avenue.  The Township Engineer recommended approval of the final payment in the amount of $53,912.99, noting that the payment should not be released until the IC-134 Form is received from the Contractor.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the final payment in the amount of $53,912.99 to Hardrives, Inc.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

-Township Engineer, Terry Herman reviewed the 200th Street extension and staking plan for Minnesota Limited.  It was noted that originally only the first 100’ of driveway, off Hwy 25, was to be built to Town Standards as a 10-ton entrance (with a 6” base and 4” bituminous top) then graveled the rest of the way to Minnesota Limited as a private drive. Minnesota Limited has decided to pave now, so there was discussion regarding designing and building an extended section of the road to Township Road Construction Standards now, rather than having to take out work done by Minnesota Limited to build the road to Township standards in the future.  There was discussion regarding cost sharing of the project.   Supervisor Alfords motioned to equally split the cost of 
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construction for the modifications necessary to Minnesota Limited’s plans to conform to Town Standards; and, to consider the cost of the project as an economic development investment.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 

-The 205th Avenue pre-construction meeting was held August 2, 2007.  Brush clearing has been completed.  Residents along the construction area of 205th, Rosecrest and Woodland Hills have been sent letters regarding the project.  

-156th Street Dawson Addition road culvert project began today.

-Fill, purchased for $4.00 per cubic yard for 2008 road improvement projects, has been stockpiled at the Township maintenance building.  

-Big Lake City Engineer, Brad DeWolfe has been advised of the Township’s plans to overlay the west end of 205th, which includes the shared portion with the City of Big Lake, in 2008. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Other-Updates-Meetings-

-Joint Transportation Committee Meeting 8/8/07 – Chairman Sanford and Supervisor Alfords advised that Terry Humbert, MNDoT Engineer reported that MNDoT has no plans to make any improvements to Hwy25 before 2010.  MNDoT may consider roundabouts, or traffic circles, as a solution to the traffic congestion problem, because roundabouts keep traffic moving. The transportation committee will continue to lobby Congress for funds to pay for improvements to the area’s transportation system.   

-Northstar – Chairman Sanford advised that Anniversary/ground breaking ceremonies for the Northstar Commuter Rail line have been postponed to September 6, 2007.

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report – Treasurer Warneke advised that a corrected 2nd quarter fire bill, in the amount of $37,252.95 was received after office hours and should be included in tonight’s claims.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to pay the 2nd quarter fire bill in the amount of $37,252.95.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  Due to the additional claims presented and approved by the Board during tonight’s meeting, a revised Cash Balance Statement will be printed.  A total of 46 claims were approved by the Board in the amount of $316,611.62.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the total receipts and disbursements, prior to tonight’s actions, in each of the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds. Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Supervisor Hayes advised that Bill Walker, Manager of UAP will donate the $90. of weed control chemical for Rick Aubol’s Eagle Scout project.  
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Supervisor Leslie advised that the Lion’s Club purchased a set of aluminum spectator bleachers for the Lion’s Park baseball field.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

