Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

August 9, 2006


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, August 9, 2006, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 8 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 

Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor





Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the agenda with the removal of item 6b) Joint Resolution for an Orderly Annexation Agreement regarding Figenshau Property.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as amended.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 7-12-06; Second Monthly Board Meeting 7-26-06.  b) Approve List of Election Judges for September 12, 2006 State Primary Election.  c) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received, 44 claims totaling $42,599.76.  Clerk Hayes noted corrections to be made to 7-12-06 Minutes on page 4 under Town Roads and page 5 under Business from the Treasurer.  Supervisor Alfords seconded the motion with corrections to be made as noted by the Clerk.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

Michael McGuiggan/Chase Michael Homes inquired about the placement of a driveway for property located in Birch Lake Beach that he recently purchased form Susan DeMares.  Supervisor Alfords recommended reviewing the revised plat map of the area and resolving the driveway question during office business hours.  No action was taken by the Board.
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK
a) Nordic Land LLC/Minnesota Limited 

1) Request for an amendment to the Sherburne County Comprehensive Land Use Map from Agricultural to Business and Industrial and to Amend the Sherburne County Zoning Map from Agricultural to Industrial - Chairman Petersen noted that the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners approved the Request for an amendment to the Sherburne County Comprehensive Land Use Map from Agricultural to Business and Industrial and to Amend the Sherburne County Zoning Map from Agricultural to Industrial at their July 20, 2006 meeting.  Supervisor Quinn motioned to approve the Request for an amendment to the Sherburne County Comprehensive Land Use Map from Agricultural to Business and Industrial and to Amend the Sherburne County Zoning Map from Agricultural to Industrial.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

2) Request for a Conditional Use Permit for a Highway Planned Unit Development/Contractor’s Yard - Chairman Petersen noted that the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners approved the Request for a Conditional Use Permit for a Highway Planned Unit Development/Contractor’s Yard at their July 20, 2006 meeting.  Mr. Jim Strecker advised that Nordic Land LLC has complied with the conditions recommended by the Planning Commission and adopted by the Board of Commissioners.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the Request for a Conditional Use Permit for a Highway Planned Unit Development/Contractor’s Yard with the following conditions:  a) Highway PUD only applies for the proposed contractor’s Yard.  Any change of use or additional uses on this property shall require an amendment to this PUD.  b) Hours of operation shall be from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. seven days per week except for emergency service work.  c) All business related trucks, equipment and exterior storage shall be stored or parked inside a building or screened from view of public roads and neighboring residential properties.  Exterior storage shall only be permitted where identified on the submitted site plan dated 05/22/06 and 06/07/06.  d) Screening shall consist of the landscape plan proposed by the developer and on file in the Zoning Office.  e) The applicant shall submit a landscape escrow of 150% of the lowest bid prior to getting a building permit.  The berm and trees shall be installed by October 31, 2007.  f) The applicant shall construct the intersection with Hwy 25 per MnDOT standards, including installing a right turn lane on Hwy 25.  g) There shall be no access to CSAH 14.  h) The building façade and site plan (drawings dated 05/22/06 and 06/07/06 shall be built unless otherwise approved by the County Board. i) Operation shall be in accordance with an approved plan which shall become part of the permit.  These conditions of approval shall serve as the Operational Plan.  j) All hazardous materials shall be disposed of according to MPCA and OSHA standards.  k) Grading and Drainage plan to be approved by the Twp Engineer prior to the County issuing a building permit.  l) An NPDES permit shall be obtained prior to the County issuing a building permit.  m) The applicant shall comply with all local, state and federal laws.  n) Applicant shall enter into a Developer’s Agreement with the County Attorney’s Office.  o) The applicant shall comply with Section 18, subdivision 5(3) of the Zoning Ordinance regarding findings for CUP approval.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  
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The motion carried.  Jim Strecker advised that building construction is anticipated to start this fall or next spring.  He further noted that a right hand turn lane on Highway 25 will be constructed.  

3) Resolution in Support of Sherburne County’s Abatement for Land Preparation – Supervisor Leslie motioned to adopt Resolution 2006-15 A Resolution in Support of Granting Minnesota Limited Inc. Tax Abatement for Site Improvement Costs.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

b) Other-Updates-Meetings – Chairman Petersen advised that item 6b) Joint Resolution for an Orderly Annexation Agreement regarding Figenshau Property had been removed from the agenda as a result of a change in State Law regarding Annexation.  An information meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 23, 2006 at the Big Lake Town Hall.  Notice of the meeting will be posted and published as required under open meeting law.    

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  North American Prairies Pay Application (Swanson Wood’s Wetland Bank) – Township Engineer, Terry Herman presented a pay application for North American Prairies for the release of the 5% retainage held for plantings in the wetland bank area of Swanson’s Woods.  Terry Herman noted the plantings appear to be growing and therefore recommends the retainage be released to a zero balance.  Pay requests will be presented annually over the next 5 years for the maintenance (spraying and burning) of the plantings.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the pay application in the amount of $782.25.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

2.  Other – Updates – Meetings – 

-Most of the digging on 209th Avenue is completed.  Patching will begin tomorrow.  The detour will need to be revised.  Local traffic appears to be maneuvering acceptably.  

-Most of the ditch work is completed.  An inlet for the new culvert needs to be constructed in addition to extension of the apron.   

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Other – Updates – Meetings – Chairman Petersen advised that the EDA Expansion Committee met over a week ago.  The committee opted to not make purchase offer for property along the 198th Avenue service drive.  The selling price is currently $5.25 per sq. ft.  There was lengthy discussion regarding expansion of Big Lake Industrial Park East, to the north, onto a portion of the Bruggeman property.  The EDA directed Big Lake Economic Development Director, Jim Thares to discuss this proposal with the property owner.  The EDA is interested in a 30-acre parcel with an option for 20 additional acres.  Chairman Petersen advised that the Big Lake American Legion has been purchased under contingency.  The buyer is also looking for business partners.       
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Chairman Petersen advised that the Northstar Corridor Development Authority (NCDA) met last week.  They approved several financial items and contracts including extension of the commuter bus contract effective October 1, 2006 until the commuter train is operational in 2009.  The NCDA remains hopeful that the Federal Transit Authority (FTA) will grant final design approval.  Upon receipt of approval, the NCDA can begin work on getting a federal funding commitment from Congress.  Train boarding issues and compliance with requirements under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) still need to be resolved.  It was noted that there are numerous items proposed to meet the ADA’s requirements that Burlington Northern/Santa Fe Railroad won’t approve.  

Chairman Petersen advised that he has been requested to attend a meeting at Sherburne County as a Township representative regarding VONCO’s request for tax evaluation.  VONCO is challenging the market valuation placed on the property located south of County Road 14 in Big Lake Township; and, has filed a petition in tax court to lower the valuation.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the cash balance statement.  Total government funds are $2,367,579.31 and escrow account funds of $132,802.60 totaling $2,500,381.91.  Treasurer Warneke advised that TIF funds of approximately $59,000. and Revenue sharing for the 1st half of the property taxes were up some and included an adjustment for 2005.  Three certificates of deposit will be maturing soon.  It will need to be determined if they are cashed out or rolled over.  There is currently approximately $578,000. in the Vanguard money market account earning approximately 4.75%.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

b) Treasurer’s Review of the Year Ended December 31, 2005 - Treasurer Warneke conducted a read-through and review of the Audit, conducted by Tom Kaliher, CPA, for the Town of Big Lake Dec. 31, 2005.  The audit and State Auditor’s Report have been forwarded to the State Auditor’s Office.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed how the Township’s assets, the value of the assets and the depreciation were determined to fulfill the GASB34 requirement.  That final figure was determined to be $3,601,349.  All members of the Town Board were furnished a copy of the audit in addition to a copy being kept on file at the Clerk’s Office.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to accept the auditors report, and acknowledge receipt of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report ending December 31, 2005, which have been reviewed at tonight’s meeting.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR

Larry Habeger, 16484 201st Avenue, Big Lake Township appeared before the Board to request the reopening of the 166th Street access onto TH10.  Chairman Petersen gave a brief overview of the history and MnDOT’s requirement that the crossing be closed when 
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the property north of TH10 was platted and developed by Marly Glines.  The City of Big Lake has since annexed the property and now controls the entire area.  Mr. Habeger was advised that he would have to direct his inquiries to MnDOT and the City of Big Lake for consideration.  It was further noted that proposed extension of the east-west road through the Mary Thomas property to connect 172nd Street and 166th Street to County Road 15 would result in the closing of the 201st Avenue at the County Road 15 intersection. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

