Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

September 12, 2007


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, September 12, 2007, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 15 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Chairman 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





Bob Hofer, Supervisor 

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 8-8-07; and, Second Monthly Meeting 8-22-07.  b) Approve List of Claims (Disbursement List will be received at Meeting) 39 claims totaling $56,459.50.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Jim Thares/Presentation of Resolution for Annexation of Property Located in Tract 3 of 1992 OAA – Jim Thares, Big Lake Community Economic Development Director, and Pete Ahrens owner of 22 acres located in tract 3 of the 1992 Orderly Annexation Agreement appeared before the Board to present a request from Pete Ahrens to annex the property into the City of Big Lake.  This is an industrial zoned parcel located on the north side of the rail tracks.  The purchaser of the property is proposing to build a 41,000 sq. ft. building on the site and will be requesting a zoning change to I-3 designation.  It was noted that the property will not be annexed into the City of Big Lake until the zoning 
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change request is approved.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the annexation of 22 acres located in Tract 3 of the 1992 OAA subject to review of the annexation Resolution and documentation at the September 26, 2007 Town Board Meeting.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

b) Carol Nierman/Eagle Lake Park Drainage Issue – Carol Nierman, 18778 226th Avenue NW, Eagle Lake Park, Big Lake Township appeared before the Board to discuss drainage issues on her property.  Carol Nierman advised that after building a new home on the property drainage issues were noticed on her property.  Her builder has installed an 18”x18” grate and a 6” drain pipe to direct rain water from surrounding properties, with a higher elevations than hers, toward Eagle Lake.  It was noted that Nierman’s property is the natural low point of the area.  Nierman’s and one neighbor experience a large amount of surface water runoff.  The Board advised that there have been no recent changes to the road by the Township, the road was paved 15 to 20 years ago; and, that because this area was plated in the 1920’s there are no designated drainage easements within the plat.  The Board further noted that the homeowner and their builder were responsible for addressing drainage issues on the property during the planning and construction process.  The Board inquired if the neighboring properties and Nierman’s are willing to give the Township an easement to improve the drainage conditions.  Carol Nierman advised that she and her husband would be willing to give the Township an easement on their property to improve the situation.  Neighbors Dave Dolecki and John Dunbar were also in attendance.  The Board authorized Township Engineer, Todd McLouth to survey the area and conduct an engineered review of drainage calculations in the area.  Following review of the engineer’s information the acquisition of easements and costs will be reviewed by the Board and presented to residents in the area.  The Board will review the engineer’s information at the October 10th, 2007 Regular Monthly Meeting.               

c) Town Hall Expansion Project/Award of Bid for Town Hall Expansion – Fred Patch presented bid results from the advertisement for the Town Hall Expansion Project.  Bids were opened at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, September 11, 2007 at the Big Lake Town Hall.  The Building Committee members, Clerk Hayes, Fred Patch and two of the bidders submitting bids were present.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to accept the results of public bidding, and authorize the Township Chair and Township Clerk, to enter into a contract with KWPH Construction Services, LLC for the 2007 Big Lake Township Hall Addition and Remodeling Project subject to KWPH providing documentation that they will use at least $61,000. worth of recycled material; and, submission of a performance bond within 48 hours.  It was noted that if the contract with KWPH can’t be executed because of the two subject items, the award of bid would go to the second lowest bidder, Ken Geroux Construction.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  John Norgren inquired what the award amount of the bid was.  The Board advised that the comparable bid amount was $171,906.   

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS
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1) Brushing-Road Committee to Meet and Set Schedule – The Road Committee will meet and schedule brushing.  

-205th Avenue - shouldering will be done this week.  Mailboxes will be reinstalled.  Striping will be scheduled.  There was lengthy discussion regarding the need for 5,000 yards of fill to be brought in for shouldering for another section of 205th improvements.  The Township Engineer will include in the specifications that the fill be hauled from the Town’s stockpile.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) Other-Updates-Meetings-

-EDA - Chairman Sanford advised that the EDA is continuing to pursue purchase of 40-acres, adjacent to Big Lake Industrial Park East, from Bruggeman Builders.  The EDA continues to get inquires for lots located in areas that allow out-door storage continues.  Viper is considering the Ataboy property for future expansion.  John Weicht has purchased the Ataboy building.  

-Northstar – Chairman Sanford advised that he attended the Anniversary/ground breaking ceremonies for the Northstar Commuter Rail line on September 6, 2007.  Chairman Sanford gave updates on site preparations.  The NCDA is continuing to pursue a full funding grant agreement.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report – Treasurer Warneke reviewed the Cash Balance Statement.  Total government funds are $2,588,918.16 and escrow accounts of $106,436.85   totaling  $2,695,355.01.  The total receipts and disbursements in each of the government funds were reviewed.  101 reviewed, 102 most of this year’s projects have been paid for, 205th Avenue is still outstanding, 103 fire sign blanks have been purchased, 104 reviewed, 201 contract has been paid, 401 reviewed, 402 reviewed, and 403 claim from Ken Geroux for architectural fees, plan copies, septic certification & & Consultation through the Legacy Grant process was paid in tonight’s claim in addition to tree transplanting as part of site preparation.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Supervisor Leslie, Supervisor Hofer, Gene Earney, Lions Club Member and City Park Commission Member, and Tim Edgeton, County Forester met at Lions Park today to mark proposed trails.  Soil and Water Conservation and DNR representatives will be asked to review the proposed trail and boardwalk.  There was discussion regarding the need to update the property survey.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to have the Township Engineer survey the entire the Lions Park property.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  It was further noted that this fall, the Township needs to cut and spray the buckthorn in the proposed trail.  It was noted that buckthorn is very invasive and destructive.  
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ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

