Regular Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

September 14, 2005


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, September 14, 2005, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Petersen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 10 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:
Ewald Petersen, Chairman





Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Larry Alfords, Supervisor





David Quinn, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the Untied States of America.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the agenda.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as presented.  

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve consent agenda items a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 8-10-05.  Approval of Minutes: Second Monthly Board Meeting 8-24-05.  b) Approve Orderly Annexation Agreement for Robert & Katherine Gramsey 59.82 Acres.  c) Approve List of Disbursements (claims and payroll) received.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

County Commissioner, Terry Nagorski advised the Board that John Menter has been hired as the Sherburne County Public Works Director.  As director, he will oversee all road projects; public works projects, the GIS system and County ditch system.   
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

A.  Mitch Glines, Dynamics Design/Eagle Corner- Preliminary Plat Approval – Mitch Glines appeared before the Board to present the preliminary plat of Eagle Corner, a four-lot subdivision located on County Road 5.  Terry Herman, Township Engineer reviewed the plat and recommended minor changes.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to recommend approval of the plat proposal.  Acceptance of the preliminary and final plat is subject to meeting the Engineer’s recommendation that the drainage easement be increased in size; and, other comments listed in his September 8, 2005 review letter.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

B.  Anderson & Ralph/Sunrise Acres-Preliminary Plat Approval – Elliot Anderson and Scott Ralph appeared before the Board to present the preliminary plat of Sunrise Acres, a six-lot subdivision located on County Road 83.  Ewald Petersen advised that he would be excluding himself from review and comment on the plat, noting that he is a relative of one of the developer’s of this property.  Terry Herman, Township Engineer reviewed the plat and recommended several minor changes.  It was noted that the name of the plat should be checked for previous use at Sherburne County.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to recommend approval of the plat proposal.  Accept the preliminary and final plat is subject to meeting the Engineer’s recommendations listed in his September 12, 2005 review letter.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  Supervisors Leslie, Quinn, Sanford and Alfords voted in favor.  Supervisor Petersen abstained.  

C.  Other-Updates-

1.  Increase in Employer & Employee Contribution Rates to Public Employees Retirement Account (PERA)/Discuss Implementation Options – Clerk Hayes advised that Effective January 1, 2006 PERA contribution rates will increase for Coordinated Plan Employees.  There are two implementation options available.  One option would be to use the beginning date of the pay period covering the regular pay.  The second option is to use the paid date for the regular pay.  Treasurer Warneke and Clerk recommended using the paid date for implementation.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to use the Paid Date.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

2.  Election Update - Clerk Hayes advised that the County Board of Commissioners has approved the County purchase of modem transmitters for Election night transmission of election results from polling places to the County Auditor.  Modems will go into use beginning with the 2006 State Election.  

D.  Meetings - 

1.  County Board Public Hearing Re: Fee Schedule on September 20, at 10:00 a.m. – The Board advised that Clerk Hayes should attend this meeting. 

2.  Minnesota Association of Townships (MAT) District 7 Meeting/Election on September 21, at 7:00 p.m. Cambridge- Don Sherper is seeking re-election as District 7 Director.  Legislative and Election updates will be presented.  Several legislators are scheduled to attend.
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3.  Big Lake City Planning Commission Extraterritorial Land Use Public Hearing on Sept. 21, 7:00 p.m.- The Township received notice of this meeting.

4. Local Board of Appeal and Equalization (LBAE) Course sponsored by County Assessor on Sept. 27, at 6:30 p.m. Sherburne County Commissioners Board Room- Chairman Petersen advised that he and Supervisor Alfords have completed the training required by the Minnesota Department of Revenue to hold a Local Board of Equalization Meeting.  It was noted that training would likely be offered at the Minnesota Association of Townships Fall Conference. 

5.   Discuss Joint Meeting of Township, City, School & County on Nov. 30, at 6:30 p.m. City Hall- The Board advised that this proposed meeting will be considered at the September 28, 2005 Town Board meeting. 

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

PARK REPORT

1.  Dedicated Fund Activity & 2006 Proposed Park Budget – Park Commission Representative, Pam Thomas presented the Board with information regarding the Sherburne County Park Dedication Funds and the 2006 Proposed Park Budget.  Pam Thomas advised that a Clear Lake resident is considering donating 63 acres to the Park Commission.  A list of all parks in Sherburne County, as presented to the Board, will be kept on file at the Clerk’s Office.  

TOWN ROADS

1.  Wetland Banking Update – Supervisor Alfords advised that the Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP) Report of Findings of Fact, as submitted, has been approved and signed by all Representatives required to sign.  Supervisor Alfords advised that native prairie grass will be seeded soon in Swanson’s Woods.  

2.  229th Avenue Corridor Update – Chairman Petersen advised that he has spoken with Attorney, Sue Steinwall recently regarding this project.  Attorney Steinwall recommended that the Township have an inventory taken on the flood plain area.  Chairman Petersen has contacted a company that specializes in this work.  The company will put together a proposal and schedule to present to the Board for consideration.  Senator, Betsy Wergin will forward names of contact people at various state agencies who can assist the Township in moving ahead with this project.  Chairman Petersen further advised that he has received DNR contact information from Representative, Steve Sviggum.   

3.  Other-Updates-Meetings – 

-Supervisor Alfords advised that fall tree trimming and mowing will begin soon.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. Adopt Amendment to Ordinance 2005-01 Establishing a Planning Commission – Supervisor Sanford motioned to adopt the Amendment to Ordinance 2005-01 

Establishing a Planning Commission.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.

2. Resolution 2005-18 Appointing Sherburne County Planning Commission as Township    

Planning Commission – Supervisor Leslie motioned to adopt Resolution 2005-18 Appointing Sherburne County Planning Commission as Township Planning Commission.  Supervisor Quinn seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

3. Establish Fee for Copies of Township Legal Documents – As part of the Joint Powers Agreement Regarding Zoning, the County will be recommending a duplicate file fee and an hourly fee for County Representatives to attend Township and/or County Meetings.  These costs will be billed to the Township.  Clerk Hayes was directed to create a fee schedule following the Pubic Hearing scheduled next Tuesday at the Sherburne County Government Center.  There was discussion regarding sharing Big Lake Township documents with other Townships interested in entering into Joint Powers Agreements regarding Zoning.  The Board determined that if requests were made, the Township would consider asking for a contribution for costs associated with creating these documents.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103 and 402 funds.  The Cash balance statement was reviewed.  Total government funds are $2,022,834.57 and escrow accounts of $130,841.79 totaling $2,153,676.36. Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Sanford seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

Chairman Petersen advised that the EDA has discussed the drainage issues in Industrial Park East.  He noted that the bid was awarded to the lowest bid, which was received from John Weicht.  Chairman Petersen noted that it has not been determined if the Township and City will share this cost or if it will be billed back to the adjacent property owners who share culpability in creating the drainage issue because of the grading they did on their lots.  

b) Review 2006 Preliminary Net Tax Capacity (NTC) Values – Treasurer Warneke advised that according to this new information.  Preliminary NTC in Big Lake Township is estimated at 10.83%, rather than 12% as reported at the Annual Reconvened Meeting.  It was projected that the taxable market value would be $609,000,000.  and according to preliminary estimates that figure will be $603,852,600.  The preliminary tax rate will be 3.22% rather than the projected 4.25%.  Treasurer Warneke reported that with the levy adopted at the Reconvened Annual Meeting the estimated tax rate would be 18.45%.
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OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Chairman Petersen advised that all rental contracts must be originals with original signatures.  

There was discussion regarding the rental request of Coborn’s grocery store.  Coborn’s in Big lake submitted a contact with $200. rental fee and $100. damage deposit for use of the hall and kitchen for an employee appreciation picnic. There was discussion.  Supervisor Leslie, also a Lion’s Club member, advised that Coborn’s has been helpful to their club on fundraising and food basket projects.  Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the rental contract for Coborn’s Employee appreciation picnic. Supervisor Quinn seconded.  Supervisors Sanford, Quinn, Leslie and Alfords voted in favor.  Supervisor Petersen was opposed.   

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Sanford to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
