



On Tuesday, February 5, 2008 Minnesotans will gather together, under their political party affiliations, to exercise one of our most important rights:  the right to organize and express ourselves politically through the precinct caucus system. Precinct caucuses are the first step used by Minnesota’s major political parties to select the candidates and issues they will support in the 2008 elections. Minnesota’s three major political parties are the Democratic-Farmer-Labor, Independence and Republican parties. Delegates elected at the precinct caucus will go on to party conventions held later in the year. Preference polls for a party’s presidential candidates may also be conducted at the caucuses.  

What is a precinct caucus?

A precinct caucus is a gathering of your friends, family, and neighbors to exercise your rights in the American political process. This is your first opportunity during the election year to talk formally about issues, make recommendations for changes to the Party’s standing platform, hear from local candidates, vote on a candidate for President, and choose delegates to represent you at later party conventions. You are encouraged to run for elected positions yourself. This is where it all starts, and your involvement is what makes the American political system work.

All caucus conveners and other party officials are volunteers who care deeply about the direction and future of Minnesota and America. Some people are experienced caucus veterans, and some are new to the process. 

Who may participate in a precinct caucus?
To participate, you must: 

· reside in the precinct whose caucus you are attending 

· be eligible to vote by November 4, 2008

· not be an active member of another political party

· not attend another party’s caucus in 2008 

By signing in, participants state that they agree with the Party’s principles as stated in the Party’s Constitution and Bylaws. Those who will not be eligible to vote in the November 4, 2008 general election may not vote in the Presidential Preference Ballot or in the election of delegate elections or precinct officers, but they may participate in other caucus business. 

Caucuses serve several important functions:

1. It's the start of the platform process
The resolutions passed at caucuses are the starting point for changes to your Party's standing platform, which states your Party's principles and beliefs.

2. It's the start of choosing party candidates
The process for electing delegates, who will endorse individuals to become the Party's candidates, starts here.

3. It's where your precinct leaders are elected
Local leaders serve as the backbone of the Party. A commitment to forward your party’s principles qualifies you to accept this leadership post tonight.

4. It’s when potential Election Judges are identified                                               A list of caucus attendees, interested in serving as election judges at their local voting precincts, is forwarded to their County Auditor following the caucus.  

5. It’s when the Presidential Preference Ballot is cast                                   Caucus attendees can vote for a Presidential candidate.

What is the Presidential Preference Ballot?
The Presidential Preference Ballot is Minnesota’s Presidential straw poll.  Although non-binding, the Preference Ballot gives Minnesotans the opportunity to voice their opinion on who should be their party’s presidential nominee. 

What candidates are on the Presidential Preference Ballot?
The following candidates are eligible to receive votes on the Presidential Preference Ballot for the DFL Party:

· Joe Biden 

· Hillary Clinton 

· Chris Dodd 

· John Edwards 

· Dennis Kucinich 

· Frank Lynch 

· Barack Obama 

· Bill Richardson 

· Uncommitted

The "Uncommmitted" category could actually receive delegates to the national convention if it reaches the threshold of 15% across the state or in a particular congressional district.

The following candidates are eligible to receive votes on the Presidential Preference Ballot for the Republican Party:

· Rudy Giuliani

· Mike Huckabee

· Duncan Hunter

· John McCain

· Ron Paul

· Mitt Romney

· Fred Thompson

Can I vote absentee?
No. You must attend your precinct caucus to cast your presidential preference ballot.

How are the ballots counted? How are they reported?
After balloting has concluded at 8:00 p.m., each precinct caucus will tally and certify its own results and announce the results to attendees at the caucus.  The caucus chair will relay the results to the chair of the senate district or county in which the caucus is being held. That local party chair is responsible for reporting the results, by telephone or online, to the Office of Secretary of State. 

The Office of Secretary of State will tally the statewide results and post them on its website as results become available that evening. Please contact the Office of Secretary of State Mark Ritchie for more information about how they will report the results of the presidential preference ballot.

How many delegates does Minnesota send to the Democratic National Convention?
Per Democratic National Committee rules, Minnesota may send 88 delegates to the Democratic National Convention. 

Per Republican National Committee rules, Minnesota may send 41 delegates to the Republican National Convention. 














Schedule of caucuses: 

Minnesota DFL Party Caucuses: Tuesday, February 5 at 7:00 p.m.

Independence Elementary School

701 Minnesota Avenue

Big Lake, MN  55309

Minnesota Republican Party Caucuses: Tuesday, February 5 at 7:00 p.m.

Big Lake High School

501 Minnesota Avenue

Big Lake, MN  55309

Minnesota Independence Party Caucuses: Tuesday, February 5 at 7:00 p.m.

Sauk Rapids – Rice High School – Community Room 2nd Floor

1833 Osauka Road

Sauk Rapids, MN  56379











ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS ARTICLE CAME FROM THE MINNESOTA DFL PARTY WEBSITE, MINNESOTA REPUBLICAN PARTY WEBSITE, AND THE MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE OFFICE WEBSITE.
