Regular Monthly Board Meeting



Minutes

January 28, 2009


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, January 28, 2009, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 7 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Chairman Sanford took roll call.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Chairman 





Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor 

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the second monthly meeting agenda with the addition of two items.  First item under Business from the Clerk, Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Captain Doran; and 7c) Sherburne County Commissioner, Ewald Petersen.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as amended.      

Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Sherburne Cable-Com, Inc. Cable Franchise Agreement-Approve Township Attorney to draft Township Approval of Transfer of Franchise Agreement and written waiver of Township acquisition of cable system.  b) Approve 2009 Revised Township Road Standards & Details to Reflect Current MNDoT Specs.  c) Adopt Resolution 2009-01 for 4th Quarter 2008 Amendments to the Big Lake Township Subdivision Ordinance.  d) Announcement for Water Nitrate Testing, Thursday, March 5, 2009 at Palmer Town Hall Sponsored by Sherburne Soil & Water Conservation District.  e) Notice Possibility of Quorum of Township Supervisors occurring during Legislative Committee Meetings and Hearing Regarding Repeal/Revision of Greenacres Law Changes.  Meetings and Hearing notices will be posted as soon as Clerk’s Office is made aware of such meetings.  f) Approve List of Claims & Payroll. (Disbursement List will be Received at Meeting).  Supervisor Hofer seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.   All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputy, Captain Steve Doran presented the Board with the quarterly call report for Big Lake Township.  He gave the Board an update on the hit and run fatality that occurred on Highway 25.  He advised this is a case with little physical evidence.  On Sunday, January 25, 2009 the Sheriff’s Office held an investigatory test point between 6:40 a.m. and 7:10 a.m.  in an effort to find some information that may help solve this crime.  Two additional test points were held simultaneously along County 11 and 14.  Captain Doran reported that approximately 70 vehicles were stopped; officers took field notes as they spoke with drivers and provided literature in regard to the hit and run.  

a)  Shawn Meyeraan/Variance Requesting a 98’ Variance from the OHW of Wood Lake – Shawn Meyeraan advised that since first appearing before the Board at the January 14 meeting he has reduced his variance request from 98’ to 38’ feet.   Mr. Meyeraan provided the Board with photos including the proposed placement of buildings.  Chairman Sanford inquired if Mr. Meyeraan had made application with Sherburne County Planning and Zoning for a variance.  Mr. Meyeraan advised that he had not and had understood during the last meeting, that he should work with the township and get their approval before applying with the County.  Chairman Sanford reviewed the variance procedure and advised that included with the application paperwork from the County Planning and Zoning Office would be a comment form for the Township to complete.  Therefore, without the comment form, the Township would not be able to submit comments tonight.  It was agreed that Mr. Meyeraan would make application to the County and return to the Township on February 11, 2009 for Township comments on his variance request.  John Norgren advised as of today, the March agenda would be the soonest that the Board of Adjustment could hear Mr. Meyeraan’s request. John Norgen advised that publishing have already been done and he has received his February meeting packet.  Mr. Meyeraan advised that he is seeking the variance because he feels it would be a financial loss if he builds closer to the road to meet the setback from Wood Lake.  He advised that neighboring houses have setbacks from the lake of 115’, 130’ and 112’.  He would like to build a one level, solar powered house and create a sanctuary setting, which will be achieved with minimal disruption to the property, as it exists.  He noted there would not be a driveway or lawn; the area will be left natural.  Supervisor Hayes inquired about the Township Engineer’s review letter and the 98’ setback which is now 38’.  Township Engineer, Todd McLouth advised the review letter was written based on information Mr. Meyeraan presented under open forum at the January 14 meeting.  He further noted that according to Sherburne County Variance standards, an economic hardship is not grounds to grant a variance.  There was brief discussion.  It was noted that a 38’ variance, which would be a 112’ setback from the OHW of Wood Lake, would be comparable to the existing houses.  John Norgren advised that it would be good preparation prior to the Board of Adjustment meeting to advise the neighbors within 800’ to 1,000’ of the property of his plans.  Chairman Sanford noted that the proposed house and garage would be a substantial improvement to the lot; and, that a 38’ variance is consistent with the setbacks of the other houses next to his property.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to recommend approval of a 38’ 
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variance request contingent upon making application to Sherburne County; and, that the recommend would not be final until such time that the Township is provided with a comment form and the applicant appears before the Town Board with his final variance request.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried. 

b) Lee Schlosser/Township Application to the Mid-MN Mississippi RC&D Council for Grant Funds – Lee Schlosser advised that the Township’s application for funding for footbridges applied for in December 2008 had not been approved.  However, he advised that the council has private funds that may be available.  He recommended that the Township consider applying for these funds with a new application under a new category.  He further noted that these funds must be spent by September or they will no longer be available.  The Mid-MN Mississippi RC&D Council will meet again on the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Lee Schlosser advised he would stay in communication with the Township on the availability and application of funds.  The Board thanked Mr. Schlosser for his assistance.  The Board took no action. 

c) Corey Flagg/Mailbox Placement Requirement – Corey Flagg appeared before the Board to discuss mailbox placement requirements.  He advised that his appearance was prompted by the hit and run accident on Highway 25 last week and the information that the Ira Shank family had asked the Big Lake Post Office in the past about the possibility of moving their mailbox from the east side to the west side of Highway 25.  He also noted that he has a similar problem with his mailbox being on the opposite side of the street as his home and on the curve of 205th Avenue and 166th Street.  He advised that the post office has jurisdiction of where mailboxes are placed.  Mr. Flagg noted that he was not requesting any action by the Board, but explained he wanted to start somewhere with the issue and the Township, at the grassroots level seemed like the place to start and go from there.  He further noted that the Township may want to consider creating a three to five year change out plan to update mailbox posts in the township to a style that are moveable and allow snowplow blades to pass under.  The Board thanked Mr. Flagg for the information.  The Board took no action. 

d) Appointment of two (2) Board Members to Becker-Big Lake Ice Association (BBLIA) Committee – Supervisor Hayes motioned to have the EDA members sit on this committee.  Supervisor’s Leslie and Sanford agreed to the appointment.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.          

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1) Other-Updates-Meetings – Supervisor Hofer advised he attended the Joint Transportation Meeting 1/14 & Subsequent Bridge Crossing Meeting – Supervisor Hofer advised he attended the Joint Transportation Meeting January 14.  He advised several potential bridge crossing sites were discussed.  Sherburne County Commissioner, Ewald Petersen was advised by Sherburne County Public Works Administrator, John Mentor that he attended a meeting with City of Monticello representatives and City of Big Lake 
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representatives regarding these bridge crossing sites.  It was noted that the Wright County Engineer and Big Lake Township were not made aware of this meeting.  It was noted that the bridge location sites in Sherburne County were questionable in regard to their feasibility and logistics.  It was further noted that the City of Monticello was presenting this as a local bridge.  

-Commissioner Petersen reported that the Governor presented his budget on January 27.  He noted that he and Sherburne County Public Works Administrator, John Mentor had discussed the stimulus packages and that road and bridge projects need to be ready to be put out for bid in 90 days.  All projects submitted must be ready to go.  John Mentor has the entire County engineering staff preparing projects for submission as soon as the stimulus package is approved and put into action.  County Road 43 South improvements are one of several projects the County is preparing for submission.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1) EDA – Chairman Sanford advised the City of Big Lake has appointed new members to represent the City on the EDA.  Council Members Duane Langsdorf and Raeanne Danielowski and City resident Jerry Parks were appointees.  The EDA has one new prospect.

2) Other-Updates-Meetings – Chairman Sanford advised that staff and representatives from the Township attended the legislative session on Green Acres, Tuesday, January 27 at St. Paul.  The Agriculture, Rural Economies and Veterans Affairs Finance Committee met to hear four bills calling for repeal of 2008 Green Acres Law Changes and five bills calling for Minnesota Agricultural Property Tax Law Modification.  The lobbying effort to repeal the Green Acres changes is being supported by several legislators including, Representative Mary Kiffmeyer.  Township Officials will continue to voice their opposition to the changes made last session by attending future hearings and committee meetings at the state capitol.  

-Big Lake Township hosted the Association of Townships meeting on January 21.  MAT District 7 Representative, Don Sherper presented updates to the association.  Sherburne County has not renewed its contract with Ken Johnson, weed inspector. The County will train a current staff member for this position.  The schedule for the other three quarterly Association meetings was set.  

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Delinquent Tax Levy Status – Treasurer Warneke advised the 2005-2006 delinquency rate is approximately 2%, 2007 rate is 3.1% and 2008 is 2.5%.  Two-thirds of the delinquent 2007 taxes were paid in 2008.  Approximately $48,000. is the total of the past 7 years of delinquent taxes, which represents 3.7% of the current levy.  Treasurer Warneke advised he is working on the final balancing and reports.  The finance committee will meet after the final balance is achieved.  
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-Treasurer Warneke noted that as Board Members are traveling on Township roads at night, the reflectivity of Township signs needs to be checked.  He noted there is still a government program for sign replacement.  Township Engineer, Todd McLouth advised 3M also has a program.

- Township Engineer, Todd McLouth gave the Road Committee a worksheet to use on the next road tour to use when determining the road maintenance program.  The worksheet contains information on roads and development and year(s) of road improvements and maintenance activities.  

-Treasurer Warneke advised there is a short supply of T-bills, which affects the Township’s Vanguard accounts.  Daily activity is restricted to $50,000. 

-Supervisor Hayes advised he attended the January 26 Elk River Watershed Meeting.  Tiffany Determan, Watershed Coordinator recently hired by the Sherburne Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) from Carver County was present.  She discussed TMDL’s in the local watersheds.  Forestry services have been moved from Sherburne County to the SWCD following the County’s elimination of this position.  The SWCD had inquired about the possibility of moving forestry to their offices prior to the position elimination.  An informational meeting will be held March 19, 2009 topics some of the items that will be discussed are clean up of the watershed and explaining TDML’s. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

