
Second Monthly Board Meeting






Minutes

October 22, 2008

TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, October 22, 2008, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were approximately 195 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the chairperson.

Board Members Present:

Jim Sanford, Chairman 

Larry Alfords, Supervisor






Norm Leslie, Supervisor 

Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 






Laura Hayes, Clerk

Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk






John Norgren, B.L. TWP Planning Commission Rep.






Todd McLouth, Engineer






Peter Tiede, Attorney

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

Chairman Sanford opened the meeting.  He advised that IMEDC would be presenting information regarding the concept of a mixed used entertainment motorsports complex in Big Lake Township.  Chairman Sanford recused himself turned the meeting over to Vice-Chairman Alfords.  Vice-Chairman Alfords advised the audience that IMEDC would be making an informational presentation tonight for the first time to the Big Lake Town Board.  It was noted that at this time, an application has not been submitted to the Township by IMEDC and therefore; this is not a public hearing.  It was further noted that the Board would not be taking any action on this item tonight. 

Jim Farnum, CEO of IMEDC introduced himself and his associates, Heidi Linde, Project Coordinator; Scott Long, Financial Advisor; Scott Quick, Consultant; and Gage Chaffee, Promotion.  A PowerPoint presentation consisting of a variety of racing photos, general statistical information about racing, possible corporate sponsors and racing affiliations that could use the track.  Jim Farnum advised that IMEDC is not representing that they have NASCAR, NHRA or IRL races contracted.  He further noted that these names appear throughout the presentation as examples of what they hope to attract to the complex. 
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Following the presentation, Vice-Chairman Alfords noted several issues that were not covered in the presentation.  The first issue noted was traffic.  Vice-Chairman Alfords noted that most racetracks of this size and use are located on freeway access.  He noted this track is located on County Road 14 and Township road 172nd Street.  He noted that the local roads, US Highway 10, State Highway 25 and at times, Interstate 94 are struggling now to accommodate existing local traffic and traffic coming through the Big Lake area.  He noted that the presentation included no information about improvements or accommodations for the increased traffic this facility would create.  The second issue noted was Noise.  Vice-Chairman Alfords noted that this issue was covered in generalities during the presentation.   He inquired how many decibels and what distances the decibels are measured at.  He noted the long track noise was not addressed at all.  Vice Chairman Alfords further noted that this site is in very close proximity to residential areas on both sides of the Mississippi River and that the area falls within the Shoreland district area.  He advised because of these factors IMEDC’s concept faces many hurdles that they will have to address.  Supervisor Hofer inquired if there are any other IMEDC sites in existence.  Jim Farnum advised that there are no others, this would be their first complex.  In closing, Vice-Chairman Alfords advised again that at this time nothing official has been done.  Specifically no applications have been made by IMEDC to the Township or the County.  This was the first viewing of the concept and first information made available by IMEDC to the Town Board.  From this point, IMEDC needs to address all of the issues associated with or created by this concept and determine if this is a viable venture.  At that time, IMEDC will have to make an application to the Township and the County before this can go any further.              

A ten-minute recess was called.

The meeting was called back to order.  Vice Chairman Alfords moved open forum ahead to accommodate audience members who stayed to make comments under open forum.

OPEN FORUM
Beverly Anderson, advised she moved to the area in 1993.  She is opposed to the idea of a racetrack complex in Big Lake Township.  She noted issues of traffic, noise and the fact that the company hasn’t built a track before.  She noted concern with encouraging visitors from other countries, states and the metro area when there isn’t sufficient infrastructure for them.  She recommended providing things such as a senior center, youth center or community center, amusement park, ball fields, and hockey rink to accommodate the people already here.  

Chris Anderson, asked if it could be clarified how it is that the Board hadn’t heard about this concept before, and now (Chairman) Jim Sanford has recused himself.  Chris Anderson again asked how the Board could not know.  Vice Chairman Alfords clarified that the Board never said they didn’t know about the concept.  The Board had no particular information about the concept other than what appeared in the local newspaper, the prospectus and the Internet.  Chris Anderson asked if that was as a Board.  Vice Chairman Sanford advised that was correct, as a Board.  Chris Anderson inquired if Chairman Sanford has more than that.  He was advised that questions could be asked directly of Chairman Sanford.  Chris Anderson inquired if Chairman Sanford has a Purchase Agreement for the land.  Chairman 
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Sanford advised he would not discuss personal business or Sanford Company business; and, as far as Township business is concerned Mr. Anderson has it all.  Vice Chairman Alfords advised that Chairman Sanford would recuse himself from any discussions, decisions or voting on this issue.  Chris Anderson reiterated IMEDC’s statement that they had secured the land; and, inquired if residents have the right to ask the Board about the status of the project; and, how the Board will mange conflict.  Vice-Chairman Alfords again advised that Chairman Sanford wouldn’t have anything to do with discussions, decisions or voting on the project.  Chris Anderson inquired why he is present at the meeting.  It was noted that there is other Township business that will be addressed in the remainder of the meeting agenda.  Chris Anderson inquired if any other Board members have agreements, sub-agreements or are investors in the project.  Vice Chairman Alfords confirmed there are none.  Chris Anderson inquired what the next step would be.  Vice Chairman Alfords advised that IMEDC would have to make applications to the County and Big Lake Township to start this process and have this concept considered.  The Township has adopted the County’s Zoning Ordinances and Comprehensive Plans and therefore IMEDC will need to work with both entities and meet the requirements of both.  Chris Anderson closed stating that he feels most residents along 182nd Avenue are concerned about with noise issues related to this plan and will work hard to be sure the Town Board members represent them.  

Jim Stahlmann, 17539 182nd Avenue, Big Lake Township advised he felt that IMEDC’s presentation was sloppy and it and certain photos at the beginning of the presentation offended him.  He advised he is working on a petition and has gathered approximately 400 signatures so far.  He has also recently become aware of another petition that is available and has approximately 80 to90 signatures.  He noted that IMEDC would have to go through the EIS process, which could take up to 20 months to complete.  He further noted that he feels it would be appropriate for the Township to stop IMEDC before they spend that much money on the EIS and take a chance that having a completed EIS will be helpful in getting a racetrack facility built.  He stated that the Township should stop the process at this point.  Vice-Chairman Alfords again advised that at this point, the process hasn’t started because no application has been made to the Township or the County.  Jim Stahlmann advised he has been to the City of Big Lake and reviewed information they have on file regarding IMEDC.  He was offended that Big Lake Mayor Don Orrock had sent a letter to IMEDC encouraging them to come into the area.  He further noted that in that file was a letter from Governor Pawlenty supporting this concept.    

Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Agenda.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda. 

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve consent agenda items: A) Approve List of Claims & Payroll. (Disbursement List will be received at Meeting.   Supervisor Hofer seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a.  Other – Updates – Meetings – Clerk Hayes advised that she has received a copy of a Green Acres Resolution adopted by the Sherburne County Board of Commissioners.  It will be drafted for the Township to adopt at their November 12, 2008 meeting.  

Clerk Hayes advised she and Supervisor Leslie met with Lee Schlosser on Tuesday, Oct. 21 regarding making application to Mid-MN Mississippi RC&D Council for a grant for foot bridges near the cabin and possibly seeking funding later for benches along the trail and creation of another ballfield at the park.  

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1.  Other – Updates – Meetings – Township Engineer, Todd McClouth advised that the 2008 Road Improvement project, which consists of 205th   Avenue improvements and various overlays are finished.  The final bill will be prepared and presented at the next meeting. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1.  Other – Meetings – Updates – Chairman Sanford advised the EDA met on October 13th.  General updates were given which included layout of the industrial park expansion area and a small sketch of the water/sewer layout.  

-Chairman Sanford advised he has contacted Big Lake Lumber in regard to giving the Township a price on windows for the park cabin.  Windows could possible be replaced before winter.  The building and grounds will report to the Board on this after quotes are received and reviewed. 

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:29 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

