Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

February 11, 2009


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, February 11, 2009, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 9 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Bob Hofer, Supervisor 

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Chairman Sanford advised that a report from Sherburne County Commissioner, Ewald Petersen would be added to the agenda.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the agenda as amended.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as amended.  

Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve consent agenda items: a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 1-14-09, and Second Monthly Meeting 1-28-09.  b) Approve List of Election Judges for March 10, 2009 Annual Township Election.  c) Enter Into an Agreement with the US Army Corp of Engineers to Establish 3.5 Acres into the Big lake Township Mitigation Bank in Sherburne County, Minnesota.  d) Call Local Board of Equalization April 2, 2009 at 9:00 a.m. at Big Lake Town Hall.  e) Approve List of Claims/Disbursements.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OPEN FORUM

Jim Hadfield, 20785 County Road 11, Big Lake Township inquired if there was any new information regarding changes to County Road 11.  Chairman Sanford advised the State 
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and Sherburne County are working together on a design that would include double left turn lanes at the intersection of State Highway 25 and County Road 11, and create a right-in/right-out only near the former “Saloon”.  The projected date for the improvements are 2010.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Shawn Meyeraan/38’ Variance Request from Wood Lake OHWL – Chairman Sanford advised that this item was recommended for approval at the January 28, 2009 meeting contingent upon application being made to Sherburne County Planning and Zoning.  Chairman Sanford verified with Clerk Hayes that the application had been made and a comment form had been received.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to recommend approval of the 38’ variance request.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

b) Jon Sevald, Sherburne County Planning & Zoning/County Comprehensive Plan Presentation – Sherburne County Planner, Jon Sevald presented the County Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning & Subdivision Ordinances for discussion and to solicit the Township’s opinions regarding possible changes to the plan and ordinances.  Planning & Zoning Administrator, Nancy Riddle was also in attendance.  Jon Sevald advised that staff would be meeting with each township during the winter months to discuss updating the Comprehensive Plan, which will lead to revising the Zoning & Subdivision Ordinances.  The Comprehensive Plan was last updated in 2004.  Jon Sevald presented population projections.  Currently census information for Big Lake Township indicates there are 7,700 residents.  That number is projected to double to 14,887 by 2035 which is equivalent to 1,900 homes or an increase of 79 per year, using approximately 5,000 acres of currently open, unimproved land and converting it to developed land with homes.  Jon Sevald proceeded through a PowerPoint review of questions to gather information on the Townships opinions and preferences regarding agricultural, residential, commercial and industrial areas, Highway PUD’s , architecture and landscape requirements; and, permitted, conditional and interim uses.  The Zoning Office plans to bring the project back to the township at the end of the summer for draft review and revision.  

c) Gordy Vosberg EMS/Monticello-Big Lake Comm. Hospital Expanded Hours Presentation – Gordy Vosberg, Big Lake-Monticello EMS Director advised the Big Lake –Monticello Ambulance Service has been able to increase its unit hours at the Big Lake Fire Station to 24 hours a day service between a 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. duty crew and 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. off premise crew.  There are 18 EMT’s filling these hours.  Gordy Vosberg advised that in 2007 EMS responded to 96 code three calls with an average response time of 9.59 minutes; and, in 2008 responded to 91 code three calls with a 9.46 minute average.  The state rural standard response time is 20 minutes.  It is estimated that the increased hours will reduce response time even further in the northern area of the Township.   
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d) Clean Up Day Gate Cost Proposal/Meeting Review – Clerk Hayes advised she met with City of Big Lake Council Member, Duane Langsdorf; and, Orrock Township Treasurer, Greg Westgaard regarding 2009 Clean Up Day and changes regarding funding for the collection of electronic waste (e-waste).  Clerk Hayes advised that the prices charged at the gate have been the same since 2002.  During the meeting it was determined that increasing the gate cost for tires and stuffed furniture by one dollar each would help off-set the cost of disposing of electronic waste which is no longer being funded by Sherburne County.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to increase the gate fees for tires and stuffed furniture by one dollar each, continue to offer the first four car or truck tires for free and the first piece of stuffed furniture free contingent upon the City of Big Lake and Orrock Township agreeing with this price increase.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.

-Sherburne County Commissioner, Ewald Petersen presented updates regarding Green Acres Legislation, advising the author of the bill to change Green Acres is now authoring a bill to repeal the changes.  He also gave updates regarding County SCORE Grant applications received, and updates regarding the municipal recycling board.

-Big Lake Fire Chief, Tony Eisinger advised that the delivery date for the tanker truck has been moved up to June 3, 2009.  He further noted the fire department is working on reducing the ISO for the Township to a 6 with the use of a water shuttle.  This would significantly reduce homeowners insurance in the Township.

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1) Other-Updates-Meetings – Treasurer Warneke and Supervisor Hofer met with a representative from Connexus Energy to review the company’s plans to update utility services located in Township right of way.  Treasurer Warneke advised line replacement will be on between County Road 43 and 172nd Street on 205th Avenue soon; and, extending that work east of 172nd will be revisited in the future.  

-Treasurer Warneke advised that the Township has been notified of a minor road encroachment on 191st Street in the Revised plat of Eagle Lake Park.  He will work with Township Engineer, Todd McLouth regarding this issue.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

a) EDA Update – Chairman Sanford advised the EDA meeting agenda contained items pertaining to the City of Big Lake.  There was discussion regarding Mike Krutzeig’s purchase of the original Legion building.  Chairman Sanford advised an entity may come forward and solve the ice arena issue.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke advised that the revised 2009 and 2008 Taxable Market, Net Tax Capacity Value and Rate Comparisons have been received from the County Auditor.  Copies were given to each Board for their review.  

-The Board of Audit will be held at the February second monthly Board Meeting.  

-Treasurer Warneke advised year-end reports are nearly complete.  Financial reports will be available after the 2008-year is closed.

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Supervisor Leslie advised Eagle Scout, Trevor Farwell will be coming to a future meeting to make a presentation to the Board regarding his cabin restoration project.    

Chairman Sanford advised the Finance Committee met prior to the meeting.  One of the items reviewed was a long-range plan provided by the Building and Grounds Committee for the park, which included parkland and improvements.    

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
