Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

March 11, 2009


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, March 11, 2009, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 23 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Bob Hofer, Supervisor 

Ken Warneke, Treasurer





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

BOARD OF CANVASS

Chairman Sanford announced the Annual Township Board of Canvass election results from the March 10, 2009 election.   406 ballots were cast from the 4,862 registered voters in Big Lake Township.  

The tally sheet indicated the following:

	            Supervisor Seat #1:

	Jim Sanford


	150

	
Supervisor Seat #1:

	Jim Stahlmann

	256

	
Supervisor Seat #2:

	Larry Alfords

	289


The Election Judges indicated by their signatures that the tally is correct.  Election Judges serving were Rita Petersen, Joan Peine, Marty Peterson & Sandy Arras.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to certify the official canvassed results of the March 10, 2009 Town Election.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The Board members present signed the Board of Canvass Certification.  
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Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve the agenda as presented.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda.  

Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve consent agenda items: a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 2-11-09, and Second Monthly Meeting 2-25-09.  b) Approve List of Claims/Disbursements.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Kent Vickerman/Becker Big Lake Ice Association (BBLIA) Update & Abatement Discussion – Kent Vickerman appeared before the Town Board to update the Board on the progress being made in regard to soliciting bonding for construction of an ice arena in Big Lake, and update from the February 24th workshop with local government officials; and, to request the Township’s consideration of tax abatement for the project.  Chairman, Jim Sanford inquired about the $70,000. profit shown by the BBLIA.  He noted that the Elk River arena is funded by the City of Elk River through tax funds and was therefore inquiring how this arena was estimating a profit.  Kent Vickerman advised a significant income would come from the Hwy 10 building side advertising.  He noted that the association is gathering more information from other local arena’s regarding financial operations.  Kent Vickerman advised the BBLIA is requesting a 20-year tax abatement and will be $14,875. annually.  Chairman Sanford inquired if the arena does not generate the revenue estimated and runs into a shortage, who makes up the shortage.  Kent Vickerman and arena representatives advised this needs further discussion.  It was again confirmed that the City of Big Lake will own the arena and the Ice Association will be leasing it.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve a 20-year tax abatement contingent upon: 1) proportionate matching 20-year abatements from the Big Lake School District #727 and the City of Big Lake.  2) The City of Big Lake takes ownership of the facility.  3)  The City of Big Lake and Orrock Township will use their Sherburne County Legacy Grant funds toward financing construction of an ice arena.  4)  Approval of a $500,000. State bonding bill by the Minnesota State Legislature as proposed by Senator Lisa Fobbe.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.   Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve Resolution 2009-03 a Resolution in Support of a Proposed Ice Arena within the Big Lake City Limits.  The Board directed Clerk Hayes to draft this resolution at the February 25, 2009 Second Monthly Board Meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried. 

b) Other-Updates-Meetings – 

1) Meeting with Secretary of State Mark Ritchie, March 2, 2009 – Clerk Hayes advised the head election judges from Precincts 2 and 3 and she attended this meeting.  County Auditor’s and election officials from Anoka, Sherburne and Wright counties were invited to attend by the Secretary of State.  The purpose of the meeting was to review the 2008 Federal Elections.  Secretary Ritchie advised attendees he supports in-person 
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early voting, the handling state and federal election absentee ballots at the county and city level, instead of transporting absentee ballots to local polling places on Election Day for processing; and, recount reform, noting that frivolous ballot challenges slow down the recount process.  County Auditors present had concerns about changing the procedure for processing absentee ballots because it would increase their costs and would essentially be an unfunded mandate.  Secretary Ritchie further noted that all but 14 ballots challenged at the recounts were released by the Coleman/Franken parties.  County Auditors present inquired about moving the State Primary to a date earlier than September to allow for more time to mail out and receive UOCAVA ballots.  
2) Marketing Committee Meeting, March 3, 2009 - Clerk Hayes advised she attended the marketing meeting.  The committee met with representatives from Agency 128 regarding updates to the Big Lake advertising brochure to include advertising for the NorthStar Commuter Train.  The marketing committee is working with Agency 128 to develop marketing of the Big Lake area through community events which will  target developers and commercial real estate companies to the broaden their awareness of the opportunities in the Big Lake area; and, to enhance the awareness of the NorthStar Commuter Train and encourage use of it.  The marketing committee will meet again on Monday, March 16 at 10:30 a.m.

3) Tax Forfeited Parcels Available to the Township/Birch Lake Beach Second Addition – Treasurer Warneke advised he reviewed the information provided by the County Auditor’s Office regarding tax forfeited lots in Birch Lake Beach and availability of the lots to the Township.  He noted the lots are not useable for roads, but could be used for parkland or open space if the topography is suitable.  The Board directed Township Engineer, Todd McLouth to review the topography of the lots; and, to check for environmental contaminants.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to table action on this item until the engineer’s information is available.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

4)  Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act and HF-1035  SF-0913 - Supervisor’s Hofer and Hayes advised they reviewed the memorandum from Sherburne County regarding the proposed House and Senate file legislation.  It was noted that the legislation has more to do with limiting development in unincorporated areas than it has to do with reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to have Clerk Hayes draft a letter to the same Senators and Representatives noted on the Sherburne County Planning and Zoning Administration memorandum, requesting their support to have the proposed legislation customized to different areas of the state; and, to support City and Township efforts to work together to plan for orderly and contiguous growth.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.   

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS
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TOWN ROADS

1) Other-Updates-Meetings – Treasurer Warneke advised the road committee will be conducting the road tour in April.  At this time, four or five plats in the township with roads 10 years old or older will be reviewed for possible overlay if the price of oil continues to stay down.  
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

a) EDA Update – Chairman Sanford advised the EDA meeting agenda contained items pertaining mostly to the City of Big Lake.  There was discussion regarding two interests looking for rail industrial lots.  The EDA met with Mike Krutzeig owner of the former Legion on County Road 42, regarding KleinBank’s interest in relocating the Big Lake branch to this site.  This site would be annexed into the City of Big Lake.  Lot A would be the location of KleinBank and Lot B would be available for a retail business.  John Weicht is considering locating a laundromat next to the Liquor store in the Big Lake mall.  

Waste Not Technologies was reported as an interest at the last meeting.  They are dealing with garbage contract issues.  They would need a rectangular site with sufficient rail access and space.

b) Other-Updates-Meetings – 

1) Big Lake Community Lake Association Contribution Request – Chairman Sanford advised, following a presentation made several months ago by Jim Ridgeway of the Big Lake Community Lake Association, a follow-up request for a $2,500. has been received and reviewed by the finance committee.   It was noted there are four lakes in Big Lake Township that the Township does not support financially; and, Big Lake and Mitchell Lake are located entirely within the City of Big Lake.  It was further noted that township residents pay a higher fee to use the park, boat launch and public beach at Big Lake.  Jim Ridgeway had advised that the fees charged at Big Lake cover only a small fraction of the costs to maintain the area.   Supervisor Leslie advised the DNR will not allow stocking of the lake with walleye because the City charges to use the lake.  After brief discussion it was determined that a donation of $500. to the Big Lake Community Lake Association would be appropriate noting that in return, it may be appropriate for Big Lake Township residents to pay the same fee at Big Lake since the City and Township are partners in other community projects such as co-ownership of the fire hall and co-ownership of the industrial park.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve a $500. donation to the Big Lake Community Lake Association contingent that the parking fee for Big Lake Township residents be reduced to the same amount that City of Big Lake residents pay.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.      

c) Supervisor’s Report – 

1) Northstar Update – Supervisor Hayes advised there will be an opportunity on April 8, 2009 from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Sherburne County Government Center, at a public forum, to give comment regarding the proposed fee scheduled.  The proposed fee schedule is: Big Lake
 $8.00 per rider, Elk River $6.00 per rider, Anoka $4.00 per rider, 
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Coon Rapids
$4.00 per rider and Fridley $3.25 per rider.  Big Lake City Council Member, Chuck Heitz is proposing the fare from Big Lake be reduced to $7. The mileage between Big Lake and Elk River doesn’t seem to justify a $2. price difference.  The $8. 

fare was based on a 40 mile trip, gas, parking fees and wear/tear on a vehicle.  NorthStar is continuing with its goal to extend the commuter rail line service to Rice, MN.  The Fridley station groundbreaking, although cold, was well attended.  Art for the Big Lake station has been chosen.  It will be sculpture art consisting of flying geese.

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report - Treasurer Warneke reviewed the cash balance statement.  Total government funds of $2,533,821.37 and escrow accounts of $56,456.31 totaling $2,590,277.68.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101,102 and 103 funds.  He advised highway user tax, in the amount of $34,953.02 has been received.  Three C.D.’s will mature in April/May.  Bank rates will be reviewed for reinvestment.  Treasurer Warneke advised budget revisions have been reviewed and proposed by the finance committee as follows: Expenditures of $900,000. for the 102 fund; $42,000. for the 401 fund and $82,000. for the 402 fund.    Supervisor Sanford motioned to approve the revisions as presented; and, to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.   

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
