Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

March 12, 2008


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, March 12, 2008, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 6 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Bob Hofer, Supervisor 





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

Board Members Absent:
Larry Alfords, Supervisor





Ken Warneke, Treasurer

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

BOARD OF CANVASS

Chairman Sanford announced the Annual Township Board of Canvass election results from the March 11, 2008 election.   64 ballots were cast from the 4,453 registered voters in Big Lake Township.  

The tally sheet indicated the following:

	            Supervisor Seat #3:

	Mike Hayes


	62

	
Supervisor Seat #3:

	Write In – Dave Quinn

	1

	
Supervisor Seat #3:

	Write In – Blank

	1


The Election Judges indicated by their signatures that the tally is correct.  Election Judges serving were Rita Petersen, Joan Peine, Doloris Leslie & Donnis Schueller.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to certify the official canvassed results of the March 11, 2008 Town Election.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The Board members present signed the Board of Canvass Certification.  

Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the agenda as presented.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda.  

Regular Monthly Board Meeting

March 12, 2008

Page 2

Supervisor Hayes motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 2-13-08.  b) Approve Rental Facility Contract.  c) Approve to send a letter of support to Sherburne County for Participation in the BC/BS Program to Promote Active Lifestyles.  d) Approve List of Claims (Disbursement List will be Received at Meeting).  Supervisor Leslie seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Sherburne County Sheriff’s Deputies Captain, Joel Brott and Captain, Steve Doran/Annual Report – Captain Joel Brott, Investigations Division and Captain Steve Doran, Patrol Division presented a powerpoint presentation of the 2007 Sherburne County Sheriff’s Department Annual Report.  The Sheriff’s Department answered approximately 2,500 calls in 2007.  The department has a total of 56 officers in the patrol and investigations divisions.  Captain Doran advised that the Sheriff’s Department will be increasing their reserve unit officers this year from 19 to 26.  Captain Doran and Captain Brott reviewed the activities of several of the divisions of the Sheriff’s Department including the patrol division, investigations division, K-9 unit, communications, boat and water patrol, reserve officers, rescue and recovery teams, emergency response unit and the mounted patrol and honor guard.
b) Travis Jacobsen/CUP for Home Business in Accessory Building, Firearm Construction & Blank Ammunition Manufacturing – Travis Jacobsen appeared before the Board to request a conditional use permit for a home business in an accessory building for the purpose of building 5 to 10 guns per year and manufacturing 20,000 rounds of blank ammunition.  He advised that he will be keeping no more than 5 pounds of gunpowder on site at one time due to storage regulations.  The guns constructed will be limited to pistols, rifles and shotguns for the purpose of hunting and re-enactments.  Travis Jacobsen provided a copy of his license from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, a letter from his neighbor with whom he has an easement for access to his property and a letter explaining his business operation.  Supervisor Hayes motioned to recommend approval of the request for a CUP for a home business in an accessory building.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.         

c) Steve Pearson/Rezoning Request for Property Located at S7/TWP 33/R 27 – Steve Pearson appeared before the Board to request an amendment to rezone the Sherburne County Comprehensive Land Use Map from “Rural Residential” to “Business and Industry” and an amendment to rezone the Sherburne County Zoning Map from “General Rural” to “Industrial”.  Steve Pearson presented a design of the proposed industrial park plat to the Board.  He advised screening of the park would be done with berms and tree plantings.  Chairman Sanford noted that the Township has, in the past, considered starting an incubator industrial park.  It was noted that this industrial park would encourage the transition of businesses currently being operated in garages and accessory buildings with conditional use permits into beginning industrial buildings in an industrial zoned location rather than the current residential locations. Steve Pearson advised that the property owners, John and Janice Weston would be selling their house with the property, but plan to lease back the house and continue to reside there.  The 
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house would be platted on a 5-acre lot, which would allow for future development of the lot if the Weston’s decide to move.  It was noted that the Township might be interested in expanding the Lion’s Park with possibly additional space for soccer fields and parking.  Township Engineer, Todd McLouth presented three options for use of the first two lots adjacent to the entrance of Lion’s Park.  The two lots total approximately 8.7 acres.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to recommend approval of the request for amendments to the Land Use Map and Zoning Map.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.        

d) City of Big Lake Economic Development Marketing Campaign Contribution – Clerk Hayes reviewed a letter dated February 21, 2008 from the City of Big Lake encouraging the Township to contribute $3,000. for the marking campaign of commercial and industrial parcels that the Township has a financial interest in and are located within the City limits.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve a $3,000. contribution to the 2008 economic development marketing campaign.  Supervisor Leslie seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

e) Big Lake Community Education Scholarship Fund Contribution – Clerk Hayes presented a request from Big Lake Community Education to the Township to consider making a contribution to the scholarship program.  It was noted that the scholarship guidelines are based on the federal poverty level.  Household size and gross annual income are used to determine if eligible families will pay half fee or quarter fee.  Each child in a family may take up to two classes at these reduced rates.  The Township contributed $1,000. to the scholarship program in 2006 and $2,500. in 2007.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to make a $2,500. contribution to the Big Lake Community Education Scholarship Program for 2008.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.      

f) Other-Updates-Meetings – US Congresswoman, Michelle Bachman will be at the Big Lake Fire Station at 2:15 p.m. on Thursday, March 27 to present a FEMA Grant to the Fire Department.

-Chairman Sanford motioned to approve attendance by Supervisors to the Erosion Control and Water Resources workshop, March 19, 2008 at Elk River Lions Park.  The workshop is sponsored by the University of Minnesota and Sherburne County.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.   

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1. Review 205th Avenue Road Project Plans/Update - Township Engineer, Todd McLouth advised that 40 bid packets have been requested to date.  Bids are due and will be opened at noon at John Oliver and Associates on Tuesday, March 25.  The Board will review and award the bid at the Wednesday, March 26, 2008 meeting.  

Todd McLouth advised that he spoke with Jared Voge from Bolten Menk, engineering firm for the City of Big Lake.  Todd advised that the City has expressed interest in paying 
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for their portion of the road reconstruction.  Their portion of the road is 2,550’ feet which is estimated by the engineer to be $77,500.  The engineer’s estimate of the total project is $665,000. of which $255,000. is the watermain portion and is the responsibility of the City of Big Lake.  The road reconstruction portion of the project is $410,000.  

Chairman Sanford advised that Treasurer Ken Warneke inquired about coordinating a telephone network among the Supervisor’s, before the 2008-09 snowplowing season to expedite getting information regarding road conditions and the need for specific services to the plowing company.

Spring Road Weight Restrictions will go on soon.  Clerk Hayes has published the first of two notices regarding spring weight restrictions.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. EDA – Chairman Sanford advised that the EDA reviewed three proposals to utilize the former Bumper-to-Bumper site and former municipal liquor store site in the Big Lake mall.  The City of Big Lake is proposing this site because the cost to purchase and renovate the former Options building was higher than anticipated.

Chairman Sanford advised that a bio-fuel company has contacted Big Lake EDA Director, Jim Thares.   

Sherburne County EDA was present and gave a lengthy presentation.  The County has changed their taxing policy.  Townships are automatically included and can’t option out.  Cities can be participate or not, it is their choice.  If they choose to participate they must participate for 5 years.   The principle behind the County’s increasing economic development is to replace the loss of tax revenue generated from the Sherco power plant.    

2. Other-Updates-Meetings – Supervisor Hayes advised that he attended the Northstar meeting.  The NCDA advised the Big Lake maintenance building and rail station are proceeding on budget and on time.  There is concern regarding the state’s budget shortfall.  The NCDA has completed negotiations with Bombardier.  The next NCDA meeting will be held at the Big Lake Northstar maintenance building.

-Chairman Sanford advised he spoke with Township Attorney, Peter Tiede regarding the Joint Powers Agreement for the 38.4-acre Industrial Park East expansion.  The Attorney and Chairman Sanford have read through the final agreement.  Attorney Peter Tiede has advised the agreement meets the terms the Township has requested.   Supervisor Leslie motioned to enter into the Joint Powers Agreement, the Lease Agreement and other documents related to the 38.4-acre industrial park expansion as recommended by the Township Attorney.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.     

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report – Clerk Hayes reviewed the cash balance statement.  Total government funds of $2,426,856.33 and escrow accounts of $56,357.43 totaling  
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$2,483,213.76.  Clerk Hayes reviewed the 101, 102, 103, 402 and 403 funds.   There were a total of 37 claims for the first half of March 2008 in the amount of $60,928.20, which were approved under the consent agenda.  The Township has received $31,746.22 in Town Road Allotment for 2008 from Sherburne County.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented by the Clerk.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Hayes to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk
