Monthly Board Meeting

Minutes

April 9, 2008


TOWN of BIG LAKE

“Sherburne County’s First 5-Member Township Board”

P.O. Box 75, Big Lake, Minnesota 55309

On Wednesday, April 9, 2008, the Big Lake Board of Supervisors met at the Big Lake Town Hall located in the Big Lake Lions Park Community Center at 21960 County Road #5, Big Lake Township, Sherburne County, State of Minnesota.  The meeting was tape recorded for transcribing purposes only.  

Chairman Sanford called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  There were 8 people in the audience at the start of the meeting.  Roll call was taken by the Chairman.

Board Members Present:
Jim Sanford, Supervisor 





Mike Hayes, Supervisor

Larry Alfords, Supervisor

Norm Leslie, Supervisor

Bob Hofer, Supervisor

Ken Warneke, Treasurer 





Laura Hayes, Clerk





Kristie Woolard, Deputy Clerk

All present stood and recited the pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.

Supervisor Alfords motioned to approve the agenda with the addition of Resolution 2008-04 under 6a) Steve Pearson/Concept Plan of Industrial Park & Rezoning Requests.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda as amended.  

Supervisor Hofer motioned to approve consent agenda items:  a) Approval of Minutes: Regular Monthly Board Meeting 3-12-08, Second Monthly Board Meeting 3-26-08; Annual Reorganizational Meeting 3-26-08.  b) Clean Up Day:  Approve Riverside Church to gather reusable items, and; Approve Gate Fees (No Change from 2007).  c) Approve Resolution 2008-03 Amendments to Big Lake Township Zoning Ordinance& Subdivision Ordinance.  d) Approve Big Lake Town Hall Expansion Change Order #2.  e) Approve List of Claims (Disbursement List will be Received at Meeting).  Supervisor Leslie seconded.   Each Supervisor abstained from approval of their payroll claim.  Supervisor Hayes abstained from approval of Clerk Hayes payroll claim.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  
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BUSINESS FROM THE CLERK

a) Steve Pearson/Rezoning Requests for John & Janice Weston Property – Steve Pearson appeared before the Board to request an amendment to rezone the Sherburne County Comprehensive Land Use Map from “Rural Residential” to “Business and Industry” and an amendment to rezone the Sherburne County Zoning Map from “General Rural” to “Industrial” following a split decision by the Sherburne County Planning Advisory Board to deny the request; and, action to table the request by the County Board of Commissioners.  Steve Pearson advised that he has worked with his Attorney, Bruce Malkerson to draft a resolution in support of the requested amendments by Steve Pearson.  It was noted by Steve Pearson that the County received a petition from landowners living .75 miles and farther away from the site requesting that the County deny the request to rezone.  Steve Pearson presented a letter from Sherburne County Highway Engineer, Rhonda Lewis advising that CSAH 5 is able to support truck traffic; and, Chief Deputy Assessor, John Cullen advising that they have not made any downward adjustments to properties located in the vicinity of industrial parks.  Steve Pearson noted that concerns with spot zoning will be addressed with case law between his Attorney, Bruce Malkerson and the County Board of Commissioners.  Steve Pearson reviewed the plat design.  He advised that more screening has been planned along County Road 5.  Supervisor Alfords inquired if there will be screening for the Sweetwater Bend Development.  Steve Pearson advised that there is a no build zone and natural wildlife corridor on that side of the plat.  He noted the City of Big Lake has commented on the plat and do not have any concerns with the development as shown.  The Board recommended that Steve Pearson create an overlay on the plat to demonstrate the tree screening that is planned on the North and West sides; and, the berm and trees on the County Road 5 side of the plat.  Chairman Sanford noted that if the Township were ever interested in purchasing property to expand the Lion’s Park, there would be no conflict with noise or increased activity at the park disrupting a residential neighborhood.  Steve Pearson briefly reviewed the tax revenue that would be realized by the County, Township and School District, noting that development of the property into an industrial park increases school tax revenue without increasing school population.  Big Lake Township Planning Advisory Board Representative, John Norgren noted that this industrial park plan will offer an option to business owners currently operating with Conditional Use Permits in garages and accessory buildings, to move into an affordable industrial park setting.  Supervisor Hofer motioned to adopt Resolution 2008-04 Supporting the Amendment to the County’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Zoning Ordinance as Requested by Steve Pearson.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.           

b) Designate Lion’s Park, 166th Street and Bailey Station Cemetery Lawn Mowing Company – Supervisor Leslie advised that he met with Don Kampa to clarify the equipment available for mowing.  It was confirmed with the bidder that he has the necessary equipment, time, manpower and insurance necessary to contract with the Township.  John Norgren advised that he spoke with three of the five members of the Cemetery Board regarding the quote received for services.  The Cemetery Board recommended hiring Don Kampa contingent upon his ability to maintain the cemetery as well as the previous mowing company.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to award the mowing of all three sites to Don Kampa.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried. 
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c) John Norgren/Bailey Station Cemetery/Quotation to Replace “Unknown” Markers – John Norgren advised that cedar stakes, made and installed by the Eagle Scout who organized the clean up of the Bailey Station Cemetery need to be replaced.  He advised the markers have rotted off and 18 markers are currently being held in place with fence posts.  John Norgren presented a quote from Cold Spring Granite for 26 gray granite stones at cost of $200.33 per stone plus the installation.  The stones are flat, allowing for them to be mown over.  Each stone weighs 73 pounds.  Supervisor Alfords motioned to purchase and install all 26 stones at one time, total cost of $6,378.  Supervisor Hayes seconded.  All were in favor.  The motion carried.  

d) Other – Updates – Meetings – Clerk Hayes advised the Quarterly Sherburne County Association of Townships Meeting will be held at the Big Lake Town Hall, Wednesday, April 16 at 7:30 p.m.  All Board Members able to attend should be at the Town Hall at 7:00 p.m. 

BUSINESS FROM THE SUPERVISORS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOWN ROADS

1. Schedule Spring Road Tour – Supervisor Alfords advised the Road Committee will conduct the annual spring road tour on Wednesday and Thursday, April 17 and 18.  During the road tour, all pipes 24” or larger that discharge into streams, lakes and rivers will need to be counted and measured as part of the Township’s MS4 –SWPPP (Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program).  Any road concerns should be forwarded to the road committee so they can review them specifically during the tour.     

Review 205th Avenue Road Project Plans/Update - Township Engineer, Todd McLouth advised that he spoke to City of Big Lake Engineer, Brad DeWolfe regarding the City of Big Lake’s 2,550’ portion of the road and the watermain portion of the project.  Todd McLouth advised he was told that the City will likely approve the bid received for the project at their meeting tonight.    

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

1. EDA – Chairman Sanford advised that Roger Danielson has expressed interest in disassembling the hayshed located on the 38.4 acre Industrial Park Expansion site.  The EDA had originally planned to raze the building.  At the Joint Powers Board (JPB) Meeting on March 26, the JPB approved to allow Mr. Danielson to remove the building contingent upon submission of all necessary insurance certificates to the City before work begins.  

-No decision has been received from the County regarding tax abatement subsidy for the Marketplace Inn Motel.

2. Fire Board Meeting 4/3 Update – Chairman Sanford and Supervisor Hayes attended the meeting.  The main topic discussed was reimbursement to firefighter Randy Miller for additional training.  The Fire Board approved 50% of the class cost for reimbursement.  
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-Chairman Sanford discussed including the City of Big Lake in the lot and well purchase made by the Township in Knick Knack Knoll for a future fill station.  It was noted that all other aspects of the fire department are a joint venture with the City.  The City will discuss the proposal.  

-Chairman Sanford spoke with Big Lake Fire Chief, Tony Eisinger in regard to getting a laptop computer system that is capable of producing a map to show where a fire a call is from and the best route to get to it.  Sherburne County Emergency Services uses this laptop program, which has the County map program directly installed in it.  It was noted that commercially available programs can be used, but require periodic updates and therefore are often not as accurate the laptop program.  It was noted that Sherburne County currently uses this program.        

BUSINESS FROM THE TREASURER

a) Monthly Report – Treasurer Warneke reviewed the cash balance statement.  Total government funds of $2,371,932.93 and escrow accounts of $56,398.48 totaling  $2,428,331.41.  Treasurer Warneke reviewed the 101, 102, 103, 402 and 403 funds.  If the forecasted 6”+ of snow falls on Friday, this will deplete the snowplowing budget for 2008.  The 2007-08 winter was very icy; therefore, more funds were spent on ice control.  The snowplowing budget will need to be adjusted for the beginning of the 2008-09-snow season.   Treasurer Warneke advised funds have been budgeted for seal coating; and, costs for the 205th Avenue project will most likely be lower than originally anticipated.  A transfer from the capital fund will need to be made to the 103 Bailey Station fund following the purchase of monuments for the unknown sites.  The 402 Economic Development Fund was adjusted due to the need to make two payments on the interest.  One interest payment was missed last year.  The 403 General Capital Fund has funds available for the rest of the Town Hall expansion and landscaping costs.  There were a total of 31 claims for the first half of April 2008 in the amount of $29,467.35, which were approved under the consent agenda.  Supervisor Leslie motioned to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  

OTHER BUSINESS FROM THE BOARD

Supervisor Leslie advised the Personnel Committee met and recommends a $.75 per hour increase for the Clerk, Treasurer and Board Members.  Supervisor Leslie motioned the recommendation.  Supervisor Alfords seconded.  All voted in favor of Treasurer Warneke’s increase.  Supervisors Leslie, Sanford, Hofer and Alfords voted in favor of Clerk Hayes’ increase.  Supervisor Hayes abstained.  All voted in favor of Supervisor increases with each Supervisor abstaining from their own hourly pay increase.  

ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Leslie to adjourn the meeting.  Supervisor Hofer seconded.  All present were in favor.  The motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Laura Hayes, Clerk

